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In 1979, trade between the?United States?
and?Chinastood at roughly US$5 billion -- today
it tops over US$400 billion each year. The com-
merce affects our people's lives in so many ways.?
America?imports from?China?many of the com-
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puter parts we use, the clothes we wear; and we
export to?China?machinery that helps power your
industry.??This trade could create even more jobs
on both sides of the Pacific, while allowing our
people to enjoy a better quality of life. And as de-
mand becomes more balanced, it can lead to even
broader prosperity.
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It is no comc1dence that the relationship be-
tween our countries has accompanied a period of
positive change.?China?has lifted hundreds of
millions of people out of poverty -- an accom-
plishment unparalleled in human history -- while
playing a larger role in global events.
And the?United States?has seen our e-
conomy grow along with the standard
of living enjoyed by our people, while
bringing the Cold War to a successful
conclusion.
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There is a Chinese proverb: "Con-
sider the past, and you shall know the
future."??Surely, we have known set-
backs and challenges over the last 30
years. Our relationship has not been
without disagreement and difficulty. But the no-
tion that we must be adversaries is not predestined
-- not when we consider the past. Indeed, because
of our cooperation, both the?United States?and?
China?are more prosperous and more secure. We
have seen what is possible when we build upon
our mutual interests, and engage on the basis of
mutual respect.
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I've said many times that I believe that our
world is now fundamentally interconnected. The

jobs we do, the prosperity we build, the environ-
ment we protect, the security that we seek -- all of
these things are shared. And given that intercon-
nection, power in the 21st century is no longer a
zero-sum game; one country's success need not
come at the expense of another. And that is why
the?United States?insists we do not seek to con-
tain?China's rise. On the contrary, we
welcome?China?as a strong and pros-
perous and successful member of the
community of nations -- a?China?that
draws on the rights, strengths, and cre-
g ativity of individual Chinese like you.
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