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Akron STEM

chance to relive it again, I would.

-Elaine Zhu (5 $&)Akron STEM 8th
Grade Student

COVID—19 has re—

stricted our fun and traditions for Lunar New

In recent years,

Year, as well as many other things. This year
was the first big celebration we’ve had in the
last 4 years, and it went very well. As a
school, NIHF STEM celebrated Lunar New
Year with a sneak peek at all the perfor—
mances that would be performed by STEM

As the only Chinese student in STEM students at the Akron Civic Theater. I was a

Middle School, I feel included and grateful

part of multiple performances, including Taiji,
for the celebration of the Lunar New Year

the dragon dance, the fashion show, and in—

and how much recognition it gained. The troducing other events. Everyone loved see—

performances were fantastic! I was also a part ing all the traditional dances and had so much

of four performances for the event: Umbrella fun on that day. The next day everyone pre—

Dance, Taji Dance, Fashion Showcase, and a pared for the Civic Theater celebration. It

presentation about the Lunar New Year. I was a blast. Getting to be backstage, and see

spent a lot of time practicing and rehearsing o everything worked, was a perfect envi—

with my friends, but T knew my hard work ;e as 1 myself am a STEM learner. The

would pay off in the end. It was entertaining, people were so kind, and when it came to the

and I enjoyed my time there; if I ever had a .1 performances, everyone had a blast.
The theater was full of
many different people,
and the performance was
thoroughly enjoyed with
a round of applause after

each performance. It was
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the best middle school experience I think I’
ve had, and I will remember it the rest of my
life. Although Lunar New Year celebrations
are over, and everything has ended, HHFL

—Sunum Habila (#t I ) Akron
STEM 8th Grade Student

“We had two celebrations, one for my
school and one for the civic theater. For both
of the celebrations my friend and I were
MC’s. He and I were on our own introduc—
ing performances and presentations at school,
and we were accompanied by Elaine Tso to
MC at the civic theater. During the celebra—
tions, I had multiple outfits to change into,
with limited time between each performance
to do so. I was a part of the umbrella dance,
taiji, the fashion show, while also helping
host. A lot of my friends were also in perfor—
mances, and I thank them all very much for
helping me with each outfit change. It was a
very busy two days but it was so fun being a
part of something that holds so much mean—
ing in Chinese culture, and being able to
make long lasting memories with my friends
while doing it. It was a really great experience
and, if given the chance, I would love to do it
again.”

—Gabrielle Burgan
STEM 8th Grade Student

(£ B B )Akron




