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Dr. Paul Farmer.
- "Fran

~and 1
| are heartbro-
ken at the
| death of Dr.
Paul Farmer,
| a man who
has saved
countless
lives around
the globe.
"We first met
Paul  many
years ago on
a visit to Haiti when I was still in the U.S. Senate.
We got to know him and learned about the amaz-
ing community health work he was doing in rural
villages in Haiti and Rwanda.

"He was instrumental in drastically reducing
the AIDS rate in rural Haiti by recruiting and
training community members to serve as health
workers, who would go out and help villagers
with AIDS receive and stay on life-saving an-
ti-retroviral drugs. He proved that even in the
poorest of countries, where many are illiterate,
that patients could effectively take the multi-regi-
men of anti-AIDS pills. We visited the hospital
and facilities he founded in Cange, a rural village
in the east-central part of Haiti, and saw first-hand
this miraculous work.

"Paul Farmer was just a good and decent

human being. He was a man of great passion, vi-
sion, and hope. He spent a lifetime in service to
others, fighting every day for a better, healthier
world for all. He touched so many lives in so
many ways, and Fran and I are grateful that we
had the chance to know him, to work with him,
and to call him our friend. We extend our deepest
sympathy to his wife Didi Bertrand and their chil-
dren, Catherine, Elizabeth, and Sebastian."
On Tuesday, Governor DeWine, First Lady Fran
DeWine, and Ohio Department of Natural Re-
sources (ODNR) Director Mary Mertz announced
that the state is awarding more than $28,000 in
grants for new or improved children's literacy
trails in Ashland, Athens, Champaign, Ottawa,
and Preble counties.

The grants, awarded as part of ODNR's
Recreational Trails Grant Program, will fund trail
and trailhead construction, maintenance, and sto-
rybook signage for each trail. Similar to ODNR's
Storybook Trails at 11 state parks, the local trails
will promote the benefits of early literacy and a
heathy lifestyle.

“Developing an appreciation for reading at

a young age is so important for children as they
grow, and we are excited to award these grants to
help more communities combine the love of read-
ing with the love of nature,” said Governor
DeWine.
“These trails give families a new and exciting way
to get out and spend time,” said ODNR Director
Mary Mertz. “I’ m excited that even more commu-
nities will be able to build these trails and encour-
age children to learn in a really fun way, all while
teaching them the importance of protecting our
natural resources.”

Lt. Governor Husted speaks to the OACC Gov—
erning Board during a meeting in Columbus.

Also on Tuesday, Lt. Governor Jon Husted
stopped by the Ohio Association of Community
Colleges Governing Board meeting at Columbus
State Community College. He discussed the recent
announcement of Intel coming to Ohio and the
company's workforce needs with members of the
Board.

Additionally, on Tuesday, Governor
DeWine issued the following statement on the
death of Jefferson County Sheriff Fred Abdalla.

"Fran and I were saddened to learn this
morning of the death of longtime Jefferson County
Sheriff Fred Abdalla. Sheriff Abdalla was a deco-
rated U.S. Army veteran who wholeheartedly
served his community with pride and dedication
for decades.

"Sheriff Abdalla's no-nonsense personality
was one of the things Fran and I enjoyed the most
about him. During my time as Ohio's attorney gen-
eral, I was honored to work with him on numerous
cases, including a double homicide from the 1970s
that he vowed to solve. It was that unwavering de-
termination that led to the suspect's arrest in 2014
and the suspect's conviction the following year.
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"Sheriff Abdalla truly made a tremendous
impact on Jefferson County, and he will be
missed. Fran and I offer our deepest condolences
to his family."

Governor DeWine speaks to members of the
media about Euclid Police Department’s recent
grant award for a body—worn camera program.
On Wednesday, Governor DeWine visited Euclid
to discuss the Euclid Police Department's recent
grant award of $120,275 to launch a new
body-worn camera program for its officers.

Last month, Governor DeWine announced
$4.7 million in body-worn camera grant funding
for 109 law enforcement agencies in the state. In
total, this funding will help agencies purchase
around 1,700 new body cameras, as well as com-
puter equipment, software, video storage, and
more.

Governor DeWine stands alongside members of
the Euclid Police Department after a press con—
ference announcing a grant being awarded to
fund a new body-worn camera program.

Lt. Governor Husted delivers keynote remarks
at the Hamilton County Development Compa—
ny’s Annual Economic Achievement Awards
and Innovation Expo.

Also on Wednesday, Lt. Governor Husted trav-
eled to Cincinnati, where he provided the keynote
remarks at the Hamilton County Development
Company's 39th Annual Economic Achievement
Awards and Innovation Expo.

The Lt. Governor also visited Kings High
School on Wednesday to meet with students in
the school’s Employability program, as well as
staff and community members. Students in the
Employability program presented Lt. Governor
Husted with the Kings Hard Hat Award, which
is given to stakeholders that promote workforce
development and student achievement.

Additionally, the National Aviation Hall of
Fame (NAHF) announced a partnership with the
State of Ohio, PBS affiliate ThinkTV, national and
local organizations, and regional officials to create
and distribute their aviation-focused, STEAM Pro-
gram Discovering Flight: Learning with the NAHF
to Ohio schools most impacted by learning loss
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Through the creation and promotion of a
new and exciting STEAM curriculum, the NAHF
is continuing Ohio’s strong legacy of being first in
flight and first in aviation innovation,” said Gov-
ernor DeWine. “I applaud the Hall of Fame for its
efforts to teach students about Ohio’s proud past,
while also inspiring them to champion the future
of Ohio-led STEAM - and specifically aviation
- breakthroughs.”

In honor of the life and legacy of Medina
County Domestic Relations Judge Mary Kovack,
Governor DeWine ordered that flags of the United
States and the State of Ohio be flown at half-staff
upon all public buildings and grounds throughout
Medina County. Flags shall remain lowered until
sunset on the day of her funeral. All other public
buildings and grounds throughout the state may
fly the flags of the United States and the State of
Ohio at half-staff at their discretion for the same
time period.

Lt. Governor Husted speaks about the Innovate
the Code bill and Intel’s investment during
Common Sense Initiative’s Small Business Ad—
visory Council meeting

The Lt. Governor was in Columbus on
Thursday, where he spoke to Common Sense Ini-

tiative's Small Business Advisory Council during a
meeting about the Innovate the Code bill and In-
tel's investment.

On Friday, Lt. Governor Husted, Director of the
Governor’s Office of Workforce Transformation,
announced that the 13th application period for
TechCred will open on March 1st and close on
March 31st.

"TechCred is helping businesses and thou-
sands of Ohioans become more competitive,” said
Lt. Governor Husted. “TechCred has become part
of the job training fabric of Ohio as many compa-
nies apply to use the program regularly. As a re-
sult, we want to help Ohio’s job creators plan a-
head, so we are announcing an official application
schedule for the rest of 2022 that will help busi-
nesses maximize TechCred and better compete in
today’s tech-infused economy.”

Since the program launched in October 2019,
a total of 1,615 Ohio employers have been ap-
proved for TechCred, which will fund up to
32,269 tech-focused credentials to upskill Ohio
workers. The results of the 12th round, which
closed on January 31st, will be announced in the
coming weeks.

“Ohio’s economy is growing, and businesses

can fill their tech needs by upskilling current
workers and preparing new employees for ca-
reers,” Ohio Department of Development Director
Lydia Mihalik said. “Businesses have been suc-
cessful in using TechCred to upskill their work-
force.”
Also on Friday, Governor DeWine and Minneso-
ta Governor Tim Walz issued a bipartisan re-
sponse to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Governor
DeWine and Governor Walz serve as co-chairs of
the presidentially-appointed Council of Gover-
nors. Both governors are committed to working
with leaders at the federal level and across the na-
tion and world to stand against Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine.

“At the direction of President Vladimir
Putin, Russian forces have invaded Ukraine in vi-
olation of international law. This is unacceptable,
and all freedom-loving people should stand a-
gainst this unprovoked invasion,” said Governor
DeWine. “Ukraine has been a sovereign and inde-
pendent state since the collapse of the former So-
viet Union in the 1990s. The United States and
Ukraine share common values including freedom,
democracy, and the rule of law. Our thoughts are
with the Ukrainian people.”

“We stand with Ukraine and condemn Russi-
a for these unprovoked and unlawful attacks,” said

Governor Walz. “We stand ready to sup-
port the federal government in guiding our
nation through this violent time, and I am
committed to standing together with lead-
ers at all levels of government, regardless
of political party, to work towards peace. It’s time
to unite, protect democracy, and work together to
end this violence and hold Russia accountable.”
Additionally, on Friday, Governor DeWine an-
nounced a partnership between the Ohio Traffic
Safety Office (OTSO) and the Ohio High School
Athletic Association (OHSAA) to raise awareness
about the resources available to help teens drive
safely.

“We want everyone on the road to make it
home safely. If we put teens in controlled driving
situations before they face them in real time, they
will be better prepared to navigate the road safe-
ly,” said Governor DeWine. “Inexperience behind
the wheel is a major factor in crashes for new
drivers. Giving our young people more opportuni-
ties to practice making good driving decisions will
prevent crashes and save lives.”

OTSO houses the Teach Your Teen to Drive
(TYTTD) website, which includes links to short
videos for teens to learn how to safely enter and
exit a highway, change lanes, and manage inter-
sections. Other links feature a guide with tips and
tricks to prepare for behind-the-wheel practice, O-
hio driving laws and requirements, and a tool to
help families track their progress and record which
driving environment their teens need more prac-
tice with.

As of Friday, there have been 2,651,304 con-
firmed and probable cases of COVID-19 in Ohio.
Additionally, 36,580 confirmed and probable
COVID-19 deaths have occurred. A total of
112,203 people have been hospitalized, including
13,204 admissions to intensive care units.

CASE DATA/VACCINE INFORMATION
In-depth COVID-19 data for Ohio: coronavirus.o-
hio.gov.

Ohio's central scheduling system: gettheshot.
coronavirus.ohio.gov
All vaccine providers: vaccine.coronavirus.ohio.

gov
More vaccine information: coronavirus.ohio.
gov/vaccine

For more information on Ohio's response to
COVID-19, visit coronavirus.ohio.gov or call
1-833-4-ASK-ODH.
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Governor DeWine Increases Wellness Support for
Ohio’s First Responders by $20 Million

(COLUMBUS, Ohio)—Ohio Governor Mike
DeWine announced today that an additional $20
million will be dedicated to supporting the re-
cruitment and wellness needs of Ohio's first re-
sponders.

Today's announcement brings the total
amount of funding for the Ohio First Responder
Recruitment, Retention, and Resilience Program
to $95 million. Governor DeWine created the
program in May 2022 to support the wellness
needs of law enforcement officers, dispatchers,
firefighters, paramedics, and emergency medical
technicians (EMTs).

"When it comes to public safety, we don't
want our police officers, firefighters, and medics
to be overworked and exhausted when they're re-
sponding to emergencies," said Governor
DeWine. "Through this program, we're not only
helping local first responders get support for
their mental wellbeing, but we're also helping to
ease the workload on current staff by funding
new hires."

Out of the $95 million, a total of $61 mil-
lion has been awarded to 237 first responder a-
gencies to date. This total includes $11.9 million
for 29 agencies announced today as part of the
grant program's sixth round. Grant awards for the
remaining $34 million will be announced in the
coming months.

Wellness Grants R6

SUMMARIES: Wellness Grant Awards Round 6
The Ohio First Responder Recruitment, Reten-
tion, and Resilience Program awards funding for
initiatives that support wellness programs ad-
dressing mental, physical, and emotional health
issues unique to first responders; recruitment and
retention efforts to restore workforce levels; on-
boarding and training costs; and explorer pro-
grams to engage young adults about first respon-
der careers. The $95 million in funding to be
awarded as part of the program in-
cludes approximately $1.3 million that
was awarded to several statewide ser-

vice providers in June.

MORE: Wellness Grant Awards by County
(Rounds 1-6)

The Ohio First Responder Recruitment, Re-
tention, and Resilience Program is administered
by the Ohio Emergency Management Agency
and funded as part of the $250 million in Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds that Ohio
dedicated to first responders to help counter vari-
ous pressing issues exacerbated by the
COVID-19 pandemic. The additional $20 mil-
lion committed to the program today was initial-
ly part of the Ohio Violent Crime Reduction
Grant Program, also funded through ARPA,
which has now awarded funding to every law en-
forcement agency that requested a grant for a
qualifying violent crime reduction initiative.

Governor DeWine has also placed en-
hanced focus on the wellness of first responders
through the creation of the Ohio Office of First
Responder Wellness within the Ohio Department
of Public Safety. The new statewide office focus-
es exclusively on the well-being of first respon-
ders and provides specialized support and train-
ing to help emergency-response agencies proac-
tively address post-traumatic stress and other
traumas caused by factors that are unique to
first-responder careers.

Other assistance for first responders devel-
oped by Governor DeWine since taking office in
2019 includes the creation of the Ohio Narcotics
Intelligence Center, Ohio School Safety Center,
Ohio Office of Law Enforcement Recruitment,
Ohio Prisoner Extradition Reimbursement Pro-
gram, Ohio Body-Worn Camera Grant Program,
Ohio Ballistics Testing Initiative, Ohio Crime
Lab Efficiency Program, Ohio Violent Crime
Reduction Grant Program, Ohio Court Backlog
Reduction Program, and the new eWarrant
database.
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