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evening, and I am so glad you enjoyed our
two amazing Women of Courage honorees!

In 1996, I went to China as a foreign ex-
change student at the teachers’ university in
Kunming, Yunnan Province. I lived with a
host family, who welcome me with such
kindness. I remember making dumplings with
my host mother and visiting the tomb of my
host father’s ancestors. I fell in love with the
Chinese people and Chinese culture, with its
5,000-year history. I went back to China in
2002-2003 to teach international economics
at a private university near Quanzhou in Fu-
jian province.

I loved spending time with my stu-
dents. During the school breaks, I trav-
eled by train back to Kunming to visit

my host family and introduce them to
my mother and sister who came to visit.

It was a special moment of connection. |

carry those memories of China and of

my friends there with me still today. I

hope to have the chance to go back and
visit again. In the meantime, in my role
as the CEO of the Cleveland Council on
“ World Affairs, I am able to invite guest
speakers to talk about China and hopefully
help deepen the understanding of China in
Cleveland. We have one such program
planned for May 9. Details: The Rise of Chi-
na: Understanding its Current Quest for Global Power -
CCWA
Warm regards,
Carina
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