(EAST PALESTINE, Ohio)— The
following are updates from the State of O-
hio regarding remediation work at the site of
the Norfolk Southern train derailment in
East Palestine, Ohio.

New, Permanent East Palestine Health Clinic
Opening

East Liverpool City Hospital, with support
from the Ohio Department of Health (ODH), will
open a new, permanent health clinic in East Pales-
tine on Monday.

The East Liverpool City Hospital East
Palestine Clinic will be located at 139 North Wal-
nut St. It replaces ODH’s temporary East Pales-
tine Health Assessment Clinic, which opened Feb.
21.

The new clinic will offer the same services
as the former clinic, but will also provide tradi-
tional comprehensive primary care, including
treatment, prescriptions, lab testing, and consulta-
tion with specialists where appropriate. Physi-
cians, registered nurses, and mental health special-
ists will be on hand to provide services. The clinic
is a chance for residents to discuss health concerns
and receive a health assessment. Referrals will be
made if needed.

Many in the East Palestine community do
not have primary care providers. The state will be
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landowners the results of the testing, fol-
lowed by a public release of the results.
Track and Soil Removal
The sampled soil beneath the south rail line
meets the clean standards determined by state and
federal authorities. As a result of these findings,
contractors have been cleared to rebuild the south
rail line. As pictured below, a gravel bed has been

placed and compacted in preparation for lay-
¥4 ing new tracks. Removal of the north track
ol will begin once the south track is fully in
-+ place.
~ 1 East Palestine
Hazardous Waste Removal

According to the Ohio EPA, approxi-
mately 10.8 million gallons of liquid
wastewater have been hauled out of East
| Palestine in total. There is currently a pile of
approximately 17,400 tons of excavated soil
waiting for removal from East Palestine, ver-
sus 18,900 tons that have been removed.
Necropsy Results

The Ohio Department of Agriculture’s
Animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory re-
ceived a deceased chicken on March 16 from
a backyard flock in the East Palestine area. Final
lab results show no evidence to support chemical
toxicity as a cause of death.

providing funding to ensure the clinic remains
available and free for those without insurance cov-
erage.

The clinic will open to patients at 2 p.m. on
Monday, and after that, hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
weekdays. Appointments are needed and can
be made by calling 330-383-6020.

Plant Tissue Testing

The Ohio Department of Agriculture (O-
DA) and The Ohio State University (OSU)
have finalized an Agricultural Plant Tissue
Sampling Plan and will next week begin col-
lecting plant tissue samples from East Pales-
tine area farms. ODA and OSU established a
procedure to sample and analyze plant tissue
materials in Columbiana County to address
concerns of the local agricultural community
following the Norfolk Southern Railroad train
derailment.

ODA plant health inspectors will collect
samples of growing crops, specifically winter
wheat, pasture grasses, malting barley, and
forage covers, which will then be sent to an OSU
lab for testing. The plant tissue samples will be

analyzed for the presence of a focused list of se-
mi-volatile organic compounds.

OSU, in coordination with local partners, has
identified proposed sampling locations within a
five-mile radius of the train derailment site. Farm-

-

ers have been notified of the date and time that
plant health inspectors plan a visit to collect sam-
ples. ODA and OSU will communicate to
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On Monday, Ohio Governor Mike DeWine, O-
hio Department of Public Safety Director Andy
Wilson, Ohio State Highway Patrol Superinten-
dent Colonel Charles Jones, and Ohio Department
of Transportation Director Jack Marchbanks un-
veiled a new statewide public awareness cam-
paign to draw attention to Ohio’s strengthened
distracted driving laws.

Beginning on Tuesday, April 4, 2023, it became
illegal in most circumstances for anyone in Ohio
to use or hold a cellphone or electronic device
while driving.

The new educational campaign encourages
Ohio drivers to "Lock Your Screen Before You
Rock the Road" and includes a new website, bill-
boards, printable posters, fact sheets, presentation
slides, tip cards, and social media, radio, and tele-
vision advertisements. Additional materials relay
the simple, but important message of "Phones
Down. It's the Law."

"Distracted driving crashes aren't accidents,
they're the result of drivers who make the choice
to divert their attention away from the road and
risk their lives and the lives of everyone around
them," said Governor DeWine. "Far too many
people have been seriously injured and killed in
Ohio because of poor choices behind the wheel,
and we are certain that this new law will influence
positive changes in behavior and save lives as a
result."

Also on Monday, Governor DeWine announced
that 89% of Ohio’s population is now served by a
law enforcement agency meeting or seeking to
meet standards developed by the Ohio Collabora-
tive Community-Police Advisory Board.
“Uniform standards for Ohio law enforce-

ment increase the trust between the public and lo-
cal agencies,” said Governor DeWine. “Each
year, more and more agencies step up and become
certified, which benefits all Ohioans.”
Lastly on Monday, Governor DeWine provided
updates regarding remediation work at the site of
the Norfolk Southern train derailment in East
Palestine.

Work includes hazardous waste removal,
analysis of results from the chemical exposure

survey conducted by the Ohio Depart-

ment of Health and federal partners, and

the operation of the Health Assessment

Clinic.

Akron literacy stop

Governor DeWine and the First Lady

with students from the Helen E.

Arnold Community Learning Center

1 On Tuesday, Governor DeWine made
literacy stops in Northeast Ohio to ob-

serve classroom activities, discuss how the Sci-

ence of Reading has been implemented in its

lessons, and to hear about the students' experience

with it.

LG Good Jobs Challenge PC

Also on Tuesday, Ohio
Lt. Governor Jon Husted
traveled to Cincinnati to
speak at the Good Jobs
Challenge press confer-
ence and kickoff celebra-
tion. This new, regional
workforce development
collaborative will
work to establish
talent  pipelines
for the advanced
manufacturing in-
dustry in Greater Cincinnati and is a col-
laboration between the Advanced Manu-
facturing Industry Partnership (AMIP),
Cincinnati Youth Collaborative (CYC),
and Cincinnati Works.

Ruple_headshot

Finally, on Tuesday, Governor DeWine
announced the appointment of Jeffrey W.
Ruple to the Lake County Court of Com-
mon Pleas-General Division.

Ruple will need to run for election in
November 2024 to retain the seat. Ruple is
admitted to the practice of law in the state
of Ohio and the commonwealth of Kentucky. He
is admitted to the Federal District Courts for the
Northern District of Ohio, the Southern District of
Ohio, Eastern District of Kentucky, and the East-
ern District of Michigan as well as the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the 6th Circuit. Ruple has also
been granted pro hac vice admission to courts in
the states of New York, Pennsylvania, Illinois,
and Michigan. On Wednesday, Governor
DeWine signed the following bill into law:

House Bill 52, sponsored by state Represen-
tatives Sarah Fowler Arthur and Marilyn John, re-
stores law related to emergency medical services
training and continuing education programs, a-
mends the versions of sections 4765.10, 4765.11,

and 4765.30 of the Revised Code that are sched-
uled to take effect on December 29, 2023, contin-
ues the changes on and after that date, and de-
clares an emergency.
hazardous waste removal
Also on Wednesday, Governor DeWine provid-
ed updates regarding remediation work at the site
of the Norfolk Southern train derailment in East
Palestine.

According to the Ohio EPA, approximately
10.2 million gallons of liquid wastewater have
been hauled out of East Palestine in total. There is
currently a pile of approximately 18,900 tons of
excavated soil waiting for removal from East
Palestine, versus 16,600 tons that have been re-
moved.

Other recent work includes
private well testing, which is
producing results that continue
to show no harmful levels of
i contamination.

Southwood Elementary

On Thursday,
Governor
DeWine visited
Southwood Ele-
mentary
School, part of
the Columbus
City School District, to observe the implementa-
tion of the Science of Reading and discuss stu-
dents' experience with it.

LG Rio Grande visit

Also on Thursday, Lt. Governor Husted traveled
to Rio Grande for a tour and roundtable discus-
sion at the Buckeye Hills Career Center to learn
about how Career Technical Education funding in
the Executive Version of the State Operating Bud-
get would help expand their programs to better
meet regional workforce needs.

Jackson Chamber of Commerce

Lastly, on Thursday, Lt. Governor Husted met
with the Jackson Area Chamber of Commerce to
discuss items in the Executive Version of the
State Operating Budget related to the Common
Sense Initiative (CSI), TechCred, the All Ohio Fu-
ture Fund, and more.

On Friday, Governor DeWine signed Executive

Order 2023-09D to launch the Ohio Adoption
Grant Program, which provides up to $20,000 to
parents adopting a child. Parents who have final-
ized an adoption since Jan. 1, 2023, can begin ap-
plying for the grant today at AdoptionGrant.Ohio.
gov.

“Every child deserves a safe, permanent, lov-
ing home,” said Governor DeWine. “Whether
you’re adopting from the foster care system, or
through private adoption, the Ohio Adoption
Grant will help offset the cost of growing your
family.”

Land & Water Conservation Fund

Also on Friday, the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources (ODNR) has recommended that eight
local communities receive a combined $3.4 mil-
lion in funding to improve and increase outdoor
recreation opportunities. The money is provided
through federal matching grants from the Land
and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF).

“Making improvements at our parks, play-
grounds, and trails is just one way we can encour-
age people to
get  outdoors
and enjoy na-
ture,” Governor
DeWine said.
“These grants
will help Ohio
communities
give their citi-
zens more op-
portunities  to
experience and

appreciate the
great out-
doors.”

Lastly, on

Friday, Gover-
nor DeWine provided updates regarding the reme-
diation work at the site of the Norfolk Southern
train derailment in East Palestine.

East Liverpool City Hospital, with support
from the Ohio Department of Health
(ODH), will open a new, permanent
health clinic in East Palestine on Mon-
day. Additionally, the Ohio Depart-
ment of Agriculture (ODA) and The
Ohio State University (OSU) will next
week begin collecting plant tissue
samples from East Palestine area
farms. ODA and OSU established a
procedure to sample and analyze plant
tissue materials in Columbiana County
to address concerns of the local agri-
cultural community following the Nor-
folk Southern Railroad train derail-
ment.

Other work at the site includes track and soil
removal, hazardous waste removal, and results
from a necropsy performed on a deceased chicken.
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