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'""The Chinese Puzzle: Unraveling the Intricacies of Learning Mandarin"
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Five thousand years of history have fostered
the vibrant Chinese civilization. Chinese characters,
as the most magnificent chapter of this civilization,
have brought the brilliance of Chinese culture to
the world.
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Chinese Puzzle is a collective term westerners

Chinese Puzzle

used for traditional Chinese toys, such as tangram,
nine—linked ring, and kongming lock. And just like
those toys, learning Chinese, the world's most difti—

cult language, can also be seen as a "Chinese puzzle.
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1)Unveiling the Chinese Puzzle: A Panoramic
Insight into Chinese Language Education in
the United States
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The documentary Chinese Puzzle will soon
meet you in Columbus.
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This documentary was produced by Shanghai
Media Group (SMG) and filmed by the SMGNews
US team. The team spent more than half a year to
report, traveling more than 100,000 kilometers and
visiting dozens of cities in 15 states across the Unit—
ed States. They interviewed and filmed over 40
Americans learning and teaching Chinese and Chi—
nese culture. This documentary is also the first
panoramic and systematic portrayal of Chinese lan—
guage education's history, current situation, and
prospects in the United States.
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Chinese Puzzle presents the history of Chinese

language education in the United States since the
establishment of the Sino—US relationship by telling
those individual stories. It also provides a panoramic
view of the history, current situation, and prospects
of Chinese language education in the United States
and the impact of learning Chinese on individuals,
communities, and even

schools, governments,

Sino—US relations.
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2)"Beyond Language: The Impact of Profes-
sor Galal Walker’s ‘Performed Culture” Ap-
proach"
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Professor Galal Walker from The Ohio State
University is a key figure in the documentary. His
unique “Performed Culture” approach of learning
Chinese has trained many advanced—level profes—
sionals in China—US economic and cultural ex—
changes.
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Professor Galal Walker is the recipient of the
"Chinese Language and Culture Friendship Award"
and remains the only recipient of this honor in the
United States and even the English—speaking
world.
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3) Exploring Chinese Education: A Tapestry
of Perspectives and Journeys
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Other participants in the documentary include
a primary school student who just started learning
Chinese for two or three years at the age of eight,
university students pursuing master's and doctoral
degrees in Chinese studies or Chinese language ed—
ucation, a former senator and education department
official who dedicated to promoting Chinese edu—
cation throughout the state, teachers who have
lived and worked in China for many years and are
now teaching Chinese and promoting Chinese cul—
ture in the United States, principals of Chi—
nese—immersion schools, a professor who has de—
veloped Chinese teaching methods based on re—
search of successful learners for decades, and an en—
trepreneur who has married a Chinese wife and is
committed to promote the cultural exchanges be—
tween China and the United States.
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When sharing their Chinese stories in the
documentary, most interviewees said they hope to
visit China soon. They admitted that only by going
to China in person to immerse themselves in that
cultural environment and engage in face—to—face
conversations with Chinese people, can they truly—
achieve a living understanding of Chinaby getting
to know Chinese people.
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