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Proudly Serving Ohio’s 11th District

The Cleveland Council on World Affairs Honors U.S. Diplomatic Corps

The year 2023 marks the Centennial of the
Cleveland Council on World Affairs (CCWA),
and the 10th anniversary of CCWA’s Global
Impact Award. The Global Impact Award “rec-
ognizes an individual or organization whose ac-
tions have had positive impact and created
greater understanding and cooperation among
people and countries around the world.”

For its Centennial, CCWA decided to hon-
orthe U.S. Diplomatic Corps - American
diplomats, past and present — for their service
to our country.

CCWA’s connection to the U.S. Diplo-

matic Corps is longstand-
| ing. CCWA has hosted
current and former For-
¢ eign Service Officers as
speakers, including am-
bassadors and former
Secretaries and Deputy
Secretaries of State. We
§ have consistently worked
with the State Depart-
ment’s Bureau of Educa-
tional and Cultural Af-
fairs on international ex-
§ change programs, and
several of the individuals
who have led CCWA
over the years have also
had significant ties to the Foreign Service. No-
tably, the current President and Ambas-
sador-in-Residence is Heather Hodges,
served as the U.S. Ambassador to Moldova from
2003 to 2006 and to Ecuador from 2008 to
2011.

who

Award to the U.S. Diplomatic Corps during its
Centennial Gala event on October 19, 2023, to
recognize and appreciate the work of the For-
eign Service in the past 100 years.

At the event, Ambassador Anne W. Patter-

Cleveland International Hall of
Fame 2024 Class Announced

Johnny K. Wu is honored to be one of the
2024 Class inductees. We hope you would
have time on April 23rd to join us on this
celebration dinner event. Tickets informa—
tion will be available later.
October 23, 2023

Cleveland, OH - The
largest gathering of
Cleveland’s ethnic leaders and

annual

grassroots will assemble Tues-
day April 23, 2024 at Windows
on the River for the annual
Cleveland International Hall of
Fame Induction ceremony.

94 worthy candidates
were nominated and with the
input of previous inductees the
2024 class was determined.

The 2024 Class of the
Cleveland International Hall of
Fame consists of:

+ Dona Brady (Albanian community)

+ Ambassador Edward Crawford (Irish commu-
nity)

+ Veronica Dahlberg (Mexican and broader His-
panic community)

Dr. Eugene Jordan
(African-American community)

(posthumous)

+ Erika Puussaar (Estonian community)
+ Johnny Wu  (Chinese and broader Asian com-
munity)

Typically about 65 ethnic heritages are rep-
resented at the event which
sold out (450+) weeks be-
fore the 2023 event. Pho-
tos and videos from the
2023 inductions at https:
//clevelandinternational-
halloffame.com/

CIHF Co-founder Dan
Hanson said, “In one
evening and in one room
you can see a snapshot of
Cleveland’s ethnic diversi-
ty. We are excited about
the 2024 Class and when
people read their bios they
will be not only excited,
Bios and photos will be posted

but inspired.”
soon. Contact us for interviews.
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CCWA presented its 2023 Global Impact F-

son, a four-time chief of mission, two-time assistant
secretary of State, who had remarkable 43-year Foreign
Service career and holds the rank of Career Ambas-
sador, received this recognition on the collective behalf
of the U.S. Diplomatic Corps. The award is being
transmitted to the office of the Director General of the
Foreign Service.

Past receipients of CCWA’s Global Impact
Award were: Richard Celeste, former Ambassador to
India, former Director of the Peace Corps, and former
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Governor of Ohio (2013); Strobe Talbott,
former Deputy Secretary of State (2014);
Richard Lugar, former Chairman of the
U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee
(2015); James A. Baker III, former Secre-
tary of State (2016); Condoleezza Rice,
former Secretary of State (2017); George
Mitchell, fomer Senator, former Special
Envoy for Middle East Peace, and former
Chairman of the Northern Ireland Peace
Talks (2018); Richard Haass, President of
the Council on Foreign Relations (2019);
Robert Gates, former Secretary of De-
fense (2021); the National Geographic
Society - award presented to CEO Jill
Tiefenthaler (2022).
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