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For One Adoptee, Xi—Biden Meeting at APEC is

ByJustin Ma Nov 13, 2023
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For One Adoptee, Xi—Biden

Meeting at APEC is ‘Personal’
ByJustin Ma Nov 13, 2023

For one young adoptee, this week's APEC
conference offers the chance to call attention to
the ongoing suspension of international adoptions
between the US and China.

Image: US President Joe Biden and Chinese
leader Xi Jinping are expected to meet on the side-
lines of this week’s APEC conference in San
Francisco. (Image via?Rawpixel)

For months, I’ve anticipated leaders from
around the world - and specifically my own
birthplace, China - converging on San Francisco

for the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit.
For me, there is a very personal side to this gather-
ing, one that reveals the human stories behind inter-
national relations.

I was adopted and brought to the United States
at the age of 11 months, a few years after interna-
tional adoptions had reached their peak in 2004.
They have since plummeted.

From 1999 to 2016, over 72,000 Chinese chil-
dren found their way into the hearts and homes of
US parents. Even my own adoption must have ap-
peared relatively straightforward compared to my
younger sister who was adopted just a few years lat-
er, when it became significantly more difficult to
meet eligibility requirements.

Today, the situation is even worse, and the real-
ity is that the door to international adoptions, espe-
cially from China, remains shut.

According to the US State Department, inter-
country adoptions between the People’s Republic of
China and the United States?remain in a state of sus-
pension. Against the backdrop of heightened ten-
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greater challenges finding loving and supportive
families in the future or never find them at all.

That’s why from a young age, I’ ve been
involved in volunteer work with children await-
ing adoption as a way of expressing gratitude for
the care I received before embarking on my
journey to my “forever” family. Through this
experience, 1’ ve had the privilege of witnessing
the potential within these children, reminding
me of the hidden strength I once discovered
within myself.

Like all things, the history of international
adoptions is complex. But with an anticipated
meeting between US President Joe Biden and
Chinese President Xi Jinping during the APEC
summit, the question of international adoptions
is an avenue for dialogue where the two coun-
tries might find some common ground.

The love for children and their families is
universal, transcending borders and geopolitical
boundaries. For me, personally, being an
adoptee has instilled in me a drive to make the
most of every moment, pushing me to learn,
grow, seize opportunities, and take pride in my
dual Chinese and American background.

My hope is that the global leaders conven-
ing at APEC will find ways to break down bor-
ders and assist orphans in finding loving fami-
lies. I’ m fortunate to have been given the oppor-
tunity to attend the summit as a volunteer with
the Asia Society Northern California.

Attending the conference holds signifi-
cance for me as it provides an opportunity to
deepen my understanding of US-China relations
and have my voice heard by lawmakers and offi-
cials from both nations.

But I also want to get out the message that
behind all of the policy, ultimately, there’s a re-
al human side as adoptees, like me, hang in the
balance of it all. In sharing my story and advo-
cating for adoptees, I hope to inspire collective
action and support for initiatives that ensure ev-
ery child, regardless of borders, finds the loving
“forever” family they deserve.

Justin Ma is a high school junior. He
will be attending this year’s APEC conference

sions between these two global superpowers, I'm
concerned that children, like me, may face even

in San Francisco as a volunteer with the Asia
Society Northern California.
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President Joseph R. Biden
The White House
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Washington, D.C.

President Xi Jinping

In Care of the Embassy of the
People’s Republic of China

Washington, D.C.
November 9, 2023

Dear President Biden
and President Xi,

As the date of your expected personal
meeting in San Francisco approaches, we
write to express our sincere hopes for a cor-
dial and productive discussion, and deep con-
cerns over current trends in Sino-American
relations.

After decades of comprehensive expan-
sion of mutually beneficial relations - de-
spite moments of friction - between the U-
nited States and China, our bilateral relations
have severely deteriorated in recent years, and
your two countries now appear to be follow-
ing a path that could lead to conflict and con-
frontation that is in neither country’s inter-
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ests.

When you meet in San Francisco, we re-
spectfully urge you to make clear, both in private
and publicly, your shared commitment to the sus-
tained reduction of dangerous frictions in bilater-
al relations, and to energetic Sino-American co-
operation on issues central to the preservation of
the planet, peace, and prosperity.

Our organizations represent a wide range of
American constituencies with direct stakes in the
future of the U.S.-China relationship - farmers,
educators, business owners, workers, scientists,
climate experts, and more, across the face of
America and the political spectrum. Our con-
stituents benefit from, and expect their govern-
ments to maintain, a stable and productive bilat-
eral relationship. Continued hostile rhetoric from
prominent figures in both the United States and
China contributes to this alarming deterioration
of relations.

Pursuit of more stable and productive bilat-
eral ties depends on initiatives at the very apex of
our nations’ governments. A single meeting will
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not instantly redirect the course of those ties. It
must, however, send an unmistakable signal that the
United States and the People’s Republic of China
will exert focused efforts to shift the trajectory of bi-
lateral relations into more positive, and less threat-
ening, channels. As you lead your nations’ recom-
mitment to that essential goal, we can assure you of
our strong support.
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21st Century China Center at UC San Diego School
of Global Policy and Strategy Action Corps
America China Public Affairs Institute
American Friends Service Committee
APA Justice Task Force
Asian American Academy of Science and Engineering
Asian Pacific Islander American Public Affairs(APAPA)
Campaign for Peace,Disarmament and Common Security
Church of the Brethren,Office of Peacebuilding and Policy
Committee for a Sane U.S.China Policy
CommonDefense.us
Farmers for Free Trade
Global Labor Justice-International Labor Rights Forum
Institute for Policy Studies,National Priorities Project
Justice Is Global
National Asian American United
Pax Christi USA
Peace Action
Physicians for Social Responsibility
Pivot to Peace
Project on Government Oversight
Quincy Institute for Responsible Statecraft
RootsAction.org
Society of Chinese Bioscientists in America(SCBA)
Sojourners
The 1990 Institute
The China Project
The Serica Initiative
United Chinese Americans (UCA)
U.S.China Education Trust
U.S.Heartland China Association
U.S.China Perception Monitor,The Carter Center
Veterans For Peace
World BEYOND War



