Cleveland Orchestra 44th annual Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration Concert
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Cleveland Orchestra 44th annual Martin Luther

King Jr. Celebration Concert
Sunday January 14 7 pm
Severance Music Center

The Cleveland Orchestra will host its free, annual
concert honoring the life and legacy of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. in the Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel
Concert Hall at Severance Music Center on Sunday,
January 14, 2024, at 7 p.m. Free tickets are available

first-come, first-served.

The Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration Concert on Jan-
uary 14 will be broadcast live for free on Adella.Live,
the digital home of The Cleveland Orchestra. It will also

be available to watch live on YouTube.

The celebration of Dr. King continues with a free MLK

Community Open House & Day of Music on
Monday, January 15, from noon to 5 p.m. Sev-
erance Music Center will be filled with music,
dancing, and more. The casual environment of
the Day of Music welcomes visitors of all ages
to experience performances by community en-
sembles throughout the building and enjoy
hands-on activities. Tickets are not required.
Hear Our Voices — MLK Day Celebration
Monday January 15

2929 Richmond Road, Beachwood

Free and open to the public. Honor iconic
civil rights leader the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., and everyday citizens who fought a-
gainst discrimination while celebrating the ev-
eryday hero in you. See the treasures and ritual
objects in The Temple-Tifereth Israel Gallery, and
share in the Jewish immigrant experience that makes
up An American Story. Explore the Maltz Museum’
s special exhibition, The Girl in the Diary: Searching

for Rywka from the Lodz Ghetto, while enjoying hands-on activi-
ties on this family-friendly day!

Don’t miss featured Keynote Speaker Pulitzer Prize winning
journalist Wesley Lowrey at 1pm. A book signing will follow.

Shore-to-Core-to-Shore TIF District seeks to transform

waterfronts, strengthen city core and Cleveland neighborhoods
TIF will capture property tax value increases to pay for public improvements across the city

Tuesday, Jan. 9, 2024 — Cleveland — At
the first Cleveland City Council meeting of
2024, the Bibb Administration introduced legis-
lation to create a new tax increment financing
(TIF) District. The proposed
Shore-to-Core-to-Shore TIF District is designed
to create, capture, and leverage growth in Cleve-
land’s Downtown to support public improve-
ments that will transform the city’s waterfronts,
improve the downtown core, and fund invest-
ments in parks and public spaces across Cleve-
land neighborhoods.

“We have a once-in-a-generation opportu-
nity to make Cleveland one of the nation’s most
attractive two-waterfront cities, and we will do it
in a way that puts people first and increases the
quality of life for residents across the entire
city,” said Mayor Justin M. Bibb.

Within the Shore-to-Core-to-Shore TIF
District, a portion of new property tax revenue
generated by an increase in property values will
be set aside for authorized public infrastructure
investments with the potential to drive addition-
al development and growth.

Historically, TIFs have been used in
Cleveland on a project-specific basis for things
like new hotels and shopping centers, but the
Shore-to-Core-to-Shore TIF District will capture
property tax growth from a broad geographic
area and use the proceeds for public improve-
ments. Similar strategies have been successful in
peer cities including Columbus (Easton and the
Arena District) and Cincinnati  (Down-
town/Over-the-Rhine and Uptown Gateway), to
spur significant growth.

The TIF district also lays the foundation
for a secure stream of revenue that will increase
the potential for federal, state, and new private
investment in Cleveland—one example being
the recent $15 billion strategic partnership be-
tween Kansas City and the U.S. Department of
Transportation.

“Over the past 100 years there have been
dozens of plans and ideas put forward for the
lakefront, riverfront and public spaces across the
city—but no way to fund them,” said Cleve-
land's Chief of Integrated Development Jeff Ep-
stein. “TIF is a financial tool that gives us local

funding to put our plans into action, the leverage
to attract additional investments and, ultimately,
puts Cleveland on a growth trajectory that bene-
fits the entire region and its taxing entities.”

TIFs are typically in place for 30 years and
the Shore-to-Core-to-Shore TIF would take ef-
fect for a 30-year period beginning Dec. 31,
2023, following passage of the legislation. In
November 2023, city council passed legislation
that extended five existing TIFs for an addition-
al 30 years beginning in 2033 with the last of
the five resetting in 2036. Depending on the
amount of property value appreciation, the com-
bined value of the existing TIFs and the new
Shore-to-Core-to-Shore TIF District is estimated
to be between $3.5 and $7.5 billion over the
next 42 years.

Funds from the Shore-to-Core-to-Shore
TIF can only be spent on public improvements
and additional legislation must be passed to
spend dollars generated by the TIF. While the
success of the strategy relies on making substan-
tial public infrastructure investments on the
lakefront and Cuyahoga riverfront, funds from
the TIF district can be spent anywhere within
the City of Cleveland, allowing for investment
in the citywide Parks and Recreation Mater Plan
and other public improvement projects in Cleve-
land's neighborhoods.

“City Council is very interested in this pro-
posal, and we are looking forward to learning
more and collaborating as the process contin-
ues,” said Cleveland City Council President
Blaine A. Griffin. “The TIF District has great
potential to fuel growth and fund much-needed
public improvements across our city.”

The proposed legislation prohibits funds
from being used for any sports stadiums or are-
nas and does not impact revenue generated by
existing TIFs. The proposed TIF district is also a
non-school TIF, which means the Cleveland
Metropolitan School District will continue to re-
ceive the amount of property tax payments that
would have been payable to the school district if
there were no TIF in place.

Additionally, the Core-to-Shore-to-Core
TIF will not reduce current taxes paid to entities
that receive a share of property taxes. Over the

long term, even the most conservative estimates
show that revenue growth in income tax, sales
tax, and property tax across the entire region
will more than offset the use of property tax rev-
enue increases from the TIF District for public
improvements.

“Now is the time for us to go beyond man-
aging decline and make major investments in
our future,” said Mayor Bibb. “This is our mo-
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ment, and these investments will strengthen our
Downtown core and serve as a catalyst to make
Cleveland the truly world-class city we know it
can be.”

For more information and a map of the pro-
posed TIF district, please see
Shore-to-Core-to-Shore TIF district FAQs.
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