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2024 Asian Heritage Day celebration at
City Hall Rotunda was special for many rea-
sons. In over a decade, the Asian Heritage Day
celebration was conducted on the first day of
May - starting the month long events celebrating
Asian Heritage month throughout Cleveland and
NE Ohio. By geography and by history, Asia is
the largest continent in the world that includes 50
independent countries starting with Afghanistan
down to Yemen when listed al-
phabetically and most diverse in
languages, cultures,:-*

The celebration began with
Asian Liaison, Chia-Min Chen,
introducing her director, Angela
Shute-Woodson. With his gor-
geous voice, Ariel Flores, Labor
Relations Officer from HR De-
partment, sang our National An-
them; then, Director of Commu-
nity Relations Board, Angela
Shut-Woodson, gave her opening
remarks and awards to Li Wah

Restau-
rant, Johnny Wu, Lisa Wong, Annie Pu, and Joyce
Huang for their contributions to the community
over the years. Certificate of Appreciation were
given to each member of the Asian Advisory
Board City of Cleveland. Lastly a proclamation
was presented to the Zhang sisters in recognition
of their volunteer service to the City of Cleveland
over the years.

The Proclamation stated:

In recognition of

Zhang Sisters

Where as, on behalf of the citizens of the City of
Cleveland, I am honored to offer this Proclamation
in recognition of the Zhang sisters; and,

Where as, Connie, Angie and Amy Zhang are
three sisters trained in Chinese Classical & Folk
dance and acrobatic dances who
have been performing since they
were young girls in China. Once
the Zhang sisters became top pro-
fessional dancers, they were sent to |
present acrobatic Chinese Classical | ;
dances on the global stage during
world tours. In 2000, they decided
to leave their dance troupe and emi-
grate to Cleveland, Ohio; and,

Where as, initially, Zhang
sisters taught free dance classes to
students in Chinese schools in
Cleveland’s Chinatown while Con-
nie Zhang started her small business
with a single counter inside Asia
Plaza. By 2010, she was able to
open The Sister’s Gift Shop offer-
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ing unique, imported items from China; and,
Where as, over the decades, Connie, Angie
and Amy performed their unique acrobatic Chi-
nese dances and shared their talents and culture
with Clevelanders across the city. The Zhang sis-

ters gen-
erously performed at various events including
Women History month celebrations, Asian Her-
itage Day in City Hall. They routinely supported
the city in other events by having their students
perform both at East and West side venues; and,
Where as, Connie, Angic and Amy also
started their Lingyun Rising Start Gymnastics
Dance School in 2007. In addition to sharing their
passion and talent with their students, they teach
character-building values such as respect, perse-
verance, and cooperation. In 2015, the Zhang sis-
ters founded their own non-profit organization,
Stellar Acrobatic Dance Academy with the mis-
sion to provide an excellent cultural dance educa-
tion for children from low-income families. Some
students are attending classes for free because
Zhang sisters want to stay
true to their mission. Con-
nie, Angie and Amy use
their highest quality dance
training as a way to support
their students’ artistic, aca-
¢ demic and moral growth
. and help them become pro-
¥ ductive citizens. The Zhang
sisters want all children to
- have access to the joy of
dancing. They want their
- students to spread that joy
| to all audiences throughout
| the Greater Cleveland com-
munity; and,
Where as, as a result,
students from both dance
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schools have been competing nationally and inter-
nationally annually. The dancers even made it to
America’s Got Talent semi-finalists one year. The
teachers and students are constantly striving to ex-
cel and improve their dance skills and choreogra-
phy. Within the last two years, both
dance schools have garnered Gold and
First Place Awards for original choreog-
raphy and exceptional technique, under-
scoring their unwavering dedication to
artistic excellence.

Now therefore, I, Justin M. Bibb, the
58thMayor of the City of Cleveland, do
hereby offer this Proclamation thanking
the Zhang sisters for their continued
support and for performing for Asian
Heritage Day in the City of Cleveland.
In witness thereof, I have set my hand
and caused the Corporate Seal of the
City of Cleveland to be affixed on this Istday of
May in the year 2024.

Mayor Justin M. Bibb

Katy Lee, the first Asian of Northern Ohio
Administrative Assistant from Social Security Ad-
ministration, was the Keynote Speaker. Lee

shared her personal story of how her family immi-
wer

grated from Taiwan when she was a
child. Lee begun her career as an en-
gineer, followed by working for the
Peace Corp. in Tanzania before Lee
found the “right-fit” at the Social
Security Administration office
because this job gave her not
only a purpose in life, but also

a mission of serving people,

especially those in the un-

der-served communities. Lee is
in charge of 29 field offices in
Ohio, of which nine are in
Cleveland. The Social Securi-

ty Administration Office have

materials in Arabic, Chinese,
Russian, Spanish, and Viet-
namese languages. However,
other languages are also avail-
able upon request.

The evening was filled
with performance after perfor-
mance of beautiful dancing
from Zhang sisters’ students
from both the Ling Yun Rising
Star and Stellar Acrobatic |
Dance Academy. The dances
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1 EESE:(V5 U 52 ) Dance of Han and Tang
Dynasties: "Beautiful Dancer in the Breeze"

2. Wy HLEE (% )Classical dance: "Scent of
Books"

3 358 (FL 42 )Dai Dance: "Peacock”

4.5 L8 (MK TEJF YClassical dance: "Peach Blos-
som Spring"

5.y ML (4418 445 Y Classical dance: "Silk Road
Beautiful Music Dancer"

6.7 B . (4R 45 %% YClassical dance: "Colored Silk
Dance"

7. o BLEE: (EEE {lll T- )Classical dance: "Pipa
Fairy"

8.FI (5% 7 7 )Folk dance: "Sawur"

9. iy L (BN B ) Classical dance: "Phoenix

Flying to the Branches"
10. o L8 - ( 4% % 5% £E YClassical dance: "Silk
Road Drum Rhythm"

11, [A]j%%E:C A 5214 5 )Hui Dance: "Daughter
of the Moon"

The audience were awe struck be the beauty
and the grace of the classical Chinese dances, in-
cluding some folk dances that are not commonly
seen anywhere. Many guests were busy recording
the dances on their cellphones. Everyone had a
memorable evening.
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