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U. S. SECRETARY OF LABOR ELAINE L. CHAO
May 1, 2007

Greetings to the Asian Pacific American community as we celebrate Asian Pacific American
Heritage Month during May!

One of America’s great and defining strengths is its ethnic and cultural diversity. Every
day, Asian Pacific Americans are making valuable contributions in this great country,
enriching our society with deeply ingrained values steeped in reverence for family, education
and the pursuit of excellence.

President Bush values the diversity of our country. He has demonstrated his strong
commitment to our community by appointing more than 400 Asian Pacific Americans to the
highest levels of government. And in an historic move at the beginning of his Administration,
he appointed two Asian Pacific Americans to serve in his Cabinet at the same time.

The Department of Labor has launched many initiatives to assist the growing Asian Pacific
American community. As part of the Department’s outreach, we have made significant
contributions to the advancement of Asian Pacific Americans through partnership activities,
compliance assistance, and enforcement of labor laws, On May 3, 2007, the Department will
be hosting the sixth annual Federal Asian Pacific American Career Advancement Summit, a
free one-day training conference to help Asian Pacific Americans access career and leadership
opportunities in the federal government.

Asian Pacific Americans have so much to be proud of including our devotion to family, spirit
of self-reliance and emphasis on education. President George W. Bush and I are committed
to ensuring that Asian Pacific Americans can better access opportunities in mainstream
America.

Best wishes for a wonderful Asian Pacific American Heritage month!
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