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"The Century Mountain Project is an on-
going East/West artistic collaboration between
the great Chinese poet Huang Xiang and myself.
This is the painting we did of one of America's
most influential thinkers and writers, Ralph
Waldo Emerson. "The Preaching of The Bud-
dha" appeared in Emerson's journal 'The Dial' in
1844. This was the first mention of The Buddha
printed in the United States.

One hundred and sixty years later in 2004,
Ralph Waldo Emerson's great-grandson Andrew
Emerson translated and helped publish the first

full book of Huang Xiang's po-
etry in English entitled 'A
Bilingual Edition of Poetry Out
Of Communist China'. An-
drew Emerson called it " a rare
privelage - indeed an honor - to
participate in the introduction
of a major Asian author to the
English-speaking world."

One hundred and sixty years
apart, Ralph Waldo Emerson
and his great grandson Andrew
Emerson made significant con-
tributions to bring Eastern
thought and art to the Western
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until a couple
years after his
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published that
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world. Huang Xiang while

Emerson's great grandfather had first introduced
Buddhism to the United States. Ralph Waldo E-
merson was also instrumental in encouraging and
helping another great American poet Walt Whit-
man publish his classic book of poetry "Leaves of
Grass". Andrew Emerson offered the same type of
help to Huang Xiang. Huang Xiang is often re-
ferred to as "the Walt Whitman" of China. In this
painting Huang Xiang's beautiful calligraphy pays
tribute to Ralph Waldo Emerson for helping Walt
Whitman. Huang Xiang then honors Emerson's

ancestor Andrew for helping him translate and |

publish his own book. This type of connection is

form of higher intelligence and creative energy
that we all have the potential to access. The
truth is one - the sages give it many names.
Some call it the Tao." -William Rock
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much more than coincedence. It is a continuos |

thread that runs outside of conventional time and
which may play out over several lifetimes. It is a
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