Democratic Presidential Debate at CSU

Lihua Feng (Leah Feng Patuwo)

The February 26, 2008 Democratic Presi—
dential Debate at Cleveland State University was
the most important and exciting presidential debate
in the history of the United
States:
Hillary Clinton,
the female gender versus one
African

One woman, Senator
representing
American,  Senator
Barak Obama, representing the
minorities. I am sure all Cleve—
land area residents and espe—
cially CSU faculty and students
were bubbling with excitement
over the evening debate at
Wolstein Center. The Debate
was sponsored by MSNBC and
moderated by Brian Williams,
the anchor of “NBC Nightly
News, and Tim Russert, the
NBC News’ Washington Bu—
reau Chief and the host of NBC “Meet the Press.”
Cleveland China Town is just around the
corner from where the debate took place. Being a
Chinese American woman and a U.S. citizen, it
was an honor to be in the audience at the debate.

Mrs. Anne Pu, the ECJ publisher, and I were for—

tunate to get the front seat to watch the debate on
the stage closely and take good pictures. The Wol—
stein Center was filled with people from all walks of

life: famous movie

actors and ac—
tresses, Governor
Ted Strickland,

Cleveland Mayor

Frank  Jackson,
Dr. Michael
Schwartz, Presi—

dent of CSU and
many students and
faculty. It was an
in—depth and
good debate. Both
Senator  Clinton
and Senator Oba—
eloquent
and forceful in

ma are

presenting their points of view. The debate cen—
tered around the issues of health care, trade, their
own campaign tactics, war on Iraq and foreign pol—
icy.

The first 16 minutes was spent debating over
the health care plan for the nation. Both candidates

propose universal health coverage to be made
available for everybody. On many aspects, their
plans are similar. But Senator Clinton's plan requires
everyone to enroll where as Obama’s plan does not
— only children are required to enroll. He has not
clearly indicated how everyone would be motivated
to enroll. Mrs. Clinton objected to Obama’s accu—
sation that she would force people to have health
care coverage whether they can afford it or not.
Clinton said her proposal would not force low—in—
come Americans into poverty by com—
pelling them to pay for full health care
coverage. Instead it will include surplus
funding to subsidize coverage for families
that could not afford it.

On the delicate trade issue for the O—
hioan, both stated that they would rene—
gotiate NAFTA, the free trade agreement
between the U.S., Canada and Mexico.
Neither said that they were ready to
withdraw from the trade agreements.
Senator Clinton said she would make sure
that there would be core labor safety and |
environmental standards in the agreement ¥
Senator |
Clinton pointed out that the Cleveland =<8

and it would be enforceable.

Plain Dealer examined Senator Obama's attacks on
her regarding NAFTA and found they were erro—
neous.

The 2008 Presidential Election is getting clos—
er. It is very important for every citizen to partici—
pate in this important event. Doesn’t matter
whether you are Asian, Latino, African American,
Native American or Caucasian, we all are united.

Each can make his or her own choice to elect the

best next president to lead our great country.

Why Asian Americans in Ohio
and Pennsylvania Should Support
Barack Obama

All T really ever needed to know, I
learned as an Asian American growing up in
the communities not too far from Lake Erie.
I grew up in Parma and North Royalton,
went to high school in Cleveland, and my
(During
football season I still root for the Browns,

parents now live in Strongsville.
Steelers, and Bengals, in that order). I was
taught values such as hard work, respect for
others, the importance of community, and
the power of hope. I also learned what it felt
like to be a minority growing up in America,
and the challenges that we all face on a daily
basis. That is why I believe Asian Americans
should support Senator Barack Obama for
President.

Senator Obama would be a better
President than any other candidate for our
nation, especially for the Asian American
community. After enduring seven years of
one of the most divisive Presidents in U.S.
history—with one of the worst foreign poli—
cies in our history—the next President
should be someone who can unify this nation
and not further divide us, and someone who
can inspire us all to reach higher. I believe
Senator Obama is that person.

Senator Obama is also the only candi—
date who has consistently opposed the North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA),
an Agreement that has significantly hurt the
economies of both Ohio and Pennsylvania.
If elected President, Senator Obama would
reform our trade policies so that they no
longer devastate communities in Pennsylva—
nia and Ohio, communities where I grew up
and where my parents still live.

Senator Obama’s approach to gover—
nance is also fundamentally different than any
other candidate. Senator Obama makes a
concerted effort to reach out to independents

and moderate Republicans. The Asian

American community, in contrast to other
minority communities, has significantly more
registered independents and moderate Re—
publicans. To truly get bold initiatives ac—
complished, what we need is a working ma—
jority that gets people to work together, not
further partisanship.

The promise of our nation will only be
realized when, in the great words of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.,
on the content of their character and not the
color of their skin. The fact that Senator
Obama has an excellent chance of being the

people are judged

first minority in the White House is already a
giant leap forward for America. When the
ocean of tolerance rises, all boats rise with it.
I also firmly believe Senator Obama will
have one of the most inclusive administra—
tions in history. As a veteran in the United
States Air Force, my last active duty assign—
ment was in California, which is where I
currently live. Now as an elected state repre—
sentative and Chair of the Asian American
Legislative Caucus in the state legislature, I
have strongly advocated for appointing more
minority candidates to judicial and political
positions.
make far more minority appointments if

I believe Senator Obama would

elected President than anyone else currently
running because he, of all people, under—
stands what it means to not be white in
America.

I believe America can, and must,
change. I ask you to join me in supporting
Senator Obama by voting for him on March
4th.

Ted W. Lieu

California State Assemblymember

Chair, Asian Pacific Islander Legislative
Caucus

A Letter from Victoria to Hillary

Dear Hillary,
I had been able to get many votes here for you in
PA but I don't know how to help in Texas and Ohio ex—
cept to solicit contributions.I have pledges of some con—
tributions and I had
| asked that they write
| the checks to Hillary
for President. Please
. e—mail me back AS—
| AP if that's
. and where I can sent
them to. I will also

correct

make plans for events
such as Asian Ameri—
cans for Hillary and
parties  for Hillary
with the hope of ob—
taining on site con—
tribution.If you have
any pins, placards,
posters or signs that

we can display, please
sent some over and I can make color prints if we need
more.

At a dinner last night with some friends
Romney supporters but switch to Hillary after he backs
out), we came to the concurrence that you should play
the gender cards! I am sure Pres. Clinton will agree for

(some are

how you had stand up strong and held high ground dur—
ing the testing crisis of his presidency.

Through—out history women leaders had stood out
to change the tide when their country is in shamble and
morals bankrupt. And many women leaders lead their na—
tion to glorious era. Queen Elizabeth I, Queen Victoria,
Margaret Thacher, Indira Ghandi, Golda Meir, Woman
Emperor Wu Zhe Tien of China, even as recent as
Benizar Bhutto of Pakistan shall in life and in death affects
and inspires their nation toward progressive political de—
velopment.

More than ever, our country needs a woman presi—
dent,. Our country's economy in shambles, national secu—
rities abuses our civil liberty rights, morals low, interna—
tional respects at rock bottoms. When in a family, the fa—
ther fails, the mother always stood up and take charge and
whatever necessary to solve the problems and Change the
situation. The father, well, sometimes just quit or run
(Ironically, Barak Obama's father did just that. We
need a change, a big change!

WE NEED A WOMAN IN
CHANCE!!!
We had been very blessed that at this moment in

away.

CHARGE FOR A

history that we have a very remarkable intelligent experi—
ence women senator who also was a first lady during a
very progressive and successful presidency. A very pas—
sionate and compassionate, knowledgeable and hard—
working lady, willing to run for the presidency. A very
rare species indeed and she can turn this country from
the disastrous conditions of a failed administration to a

progressive, peoples oriented, physically and economically
sound new era. Needless to say, with Hillary Clinton as
president, the world will respect us more!!

So, let's get the message out ASAP.!

With all my heart and care,

Victoria Coon, Ph.D

.P.S. Thad send some contributions but the nect one
will with the other checks which I need can address to
send to. Hillary Clinton <info@hillaryclinton.com>
wrote:

Dear Victoria,

Here's what you need to know this morning. We
were outspent in Wisconsin by a 4 to 1 margin on ads ——
and we can't let that happen on March 4.

If we want to win in Texas, Ohio, Rhode Island,
and Vermont, we've got to even the odds. We can't let
the Obama campaign overwhelm us financially. Today, I
am calling on you and other online supporters to act to—
gether, making sure we have the resources to create a fair,
level playing field on March 4.

Contribute now to help us level the playing field.

Let this remarkable two—person contest for the
Democratic nomination be determined by the strength of
our ideas, the quality of our leadership, or the depth of
our experience. But whatever you do, don't let the out—
come of these crucial March 4 contests be decided by a
lopsided spending advantage for the Obama campaign.

Only you —— our incredible online community ——
can act quickly and decisively enough to create a level
playing field.
And with ev—
erything on the
line, that's ex—
actly what I'm
asking you to
do.

We're putting
everything  on
the line.
tribute now.

Con—

There are just
two weeks left
before voters go
to the polls in
one of the most

crucial days of
voting yet. We
must make sure we can hold our own against an avalanche
of Obama TV ads, direct mail, phone calls, and online ad—
vertising.

I have total confidence that, as long as we have the
resources to compete, March 4 will be a day of dramatic
victories for our campaign. Let's make it happen.

Thanks,
Hillary Rodham Clinton
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