PISLE 4 K, 8.

Friendship

It had taken some convincing, but I finally got a
South American housemate to accompany me to the
September Pittsburgh Dragon Boat Festival.
learned that he was not so much interested in the dragon
boats or the Chinese food as in getting to know me bet-

I later

ter. As events turned out, he was not the only one who
had this idea. Somehow in the process of finding out
how to get something to eat, I overheard some people
speaking Chinese introduced myself.  Another
woman, who turned out to be Amy Pu, a journalist and
editor of the Erie Chinese Journal, joined the conversa-
tion. She told me she would like to write about me, so
we exchanged phone numbers. 1 was surprised that she
actually called, however, and agreed to meet with her. 1
told her about myself and showed her whatever pictures

and

I could find which chronicled the various important
phases of my life. Since that time, I have appeared
in a number of articles in the Chinese newspaper. |
had thought there were only two until one of my
Chinese friends whom [ see infrequently told me she
had kept up with me through the articles in the
Chinese paper. Ms. Pu usually calls me to tell me
when she is coming from Cleveland to Pittsburgh .
Times and dates often change with little notice, and
when we meet, I have learned to be ready for just
about anything interesting. When we part, I usually
have enough left—over food from a restaurant dinner
to last for several days, and the knowledge that there
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out harm, and also baked cakes, pies and cookies. Miss
Pu was concerned that I wouldn’t have enough food, or
that the Chinese people couldn’t handle my American
cooking, and brought enough food from a local restau-
rant to fee our household of ten for weeks afterward.
The other challenge was my lecture, which had had
me worried for weeks, since I’m not sure my Chi-
nese is up to the task. I never even got to the lec-
B ture, because after I had sung a few songs in various
languages and answered a few questions, I was in-
formed that a few people needed to leave and we had
to eat immediately. Everyone left after dinner except
the Pittsburgh Post Gazette reporter, who stayed for
quite some time asking me questions about my life
and the various problems I have had to face as a re-
| sult of my blindness. The result of this day was a
newspaper article which still draws comments from
strangers at bus stops.

The other event was last Memorial Day when I was
the guest of Mrs. Pu and her family for the weekend.
. There were several occasions for singing, the most

notable of which was the program which was sup-
posed to be a celebration but which turned out to be a
benefit for victims of the recent earthquake in Sichuan
province. One of the participants was a group of Mon-
golian singers. Since I had spent time teaching in Inner
Mongolia , I wanted to sing them a Mongolian song
which had not been on the program. This brought a
spontaneous reply from their side, and several songs were
exchanged. The next morning, Mrs. Pu accompanied
me to breakfast at the hotel where the group was staying.

are several more people 1'd like to get to know bet- g

ter.
Chinese folk songs at the closing ceremony of a soc-
cer game between Pittsburgh and Cleveland Chinese

Shortly after we met, she asked me to sing some

teams which I didn’t even know existed.

There are two occasions I will never forget. One
was the lunar New Year dinner I had at my home. I
was supposed to talk about my philosophy of life in Chi-
nese and feed a bus load of people one Sunday afternoon
last February. The challenge for me was having dinner
for 40 people hot and ready to serve after my talk. Usu-
ally on such occasions I am bustling about the kitchen
until the last moment. This time I chose a menu of

three dishes which could be kept warm for hours with-

Since several stragglers had not boarded the bus, I
climbed into a front seat and sang several more Mongo-
lian songs in Chinese. The feeling of friendship felt
strong enough to touch, and I left with a special Mongo-
lian scarf which had been given to me the previous night
at the concert. In all these exchanges, Amy Pu and I
have become close friends. I think I could safely say that
each of us knows things about the other that we would
not like to read about in newspapers. I look forward to
deepening friendship in the coming years as well as more
fun and adventure.
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