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Hello (1R%F)

I am David Mondiek, and I have had the pleasure and
privilege of working with Dr. Wang at Abbott Laboratories
for a period of over 10 years. Thank you to Aiping and the
family for the honor to speak today.

Spending over 10 years around a person, you get to
know the sense of a man. To his colleges, this brilliant but
unassuming man was simply known as Jim.

Jim was a powerhouse of technical expertise. He was
well recognized in his field and by Abbott Laboratories by
induction as a full fellow into the Vowiller society, an inter—
nal board of highly respected Abbott scientists. Some scien—
tists of this caliber like to flash their academic credentials
about to impress or intimidate, but that was never Jim’s
style. The depth and breadth of Jim’s technical knowledge
in our field was immense, but he would never use it to im—
press or overwhelm his associates. When working with Jim,
he would always respect the knowledge base of his cowork—
ers and aim his conversations to their level still making his
points clear and science driven.

Jim was always excited to share his knowledge with
junior staff members, and was quite the mentor for them.
To get a sense of the caliber of scientific depth, I will relate
one example of the many that are possible. Jim and I were
working on a project where we had to analyze velocity pro—
files in a fluid matrix. About that time, I read an article in a
NASA journal where NASA scientists were measuring ve—
locity profiles in the space shuttle exhaust plume. I men—
tioned this to Jim and within moments Jim was on the
phone to the NASA scientist, and they were deeply into
swapping technical information for hours. Jim then visited
the NASA lab, and during this visit Jim found a flaw in the
NASA analysis. Jim then proceeded to help the NASA sci—
entist to correct the error. Jim then used the improved
method to apply to our project.

Jim also was extremely thoughtful. From his trips back
home to China, Jim would often bring back small uniquely
Chinese gifts for my then young son. My son treasured these
gifts, and today even though he is off to college, these trea—
sures are still prominently displayed in his room.

Jim was almost child like in his excitement towards
solving a problem. His fertile mind could frequently see a
solution path that no one else could. His excitement over
solving problems using seemingly unconnected technologies
was so effective, his work led to many exciting new tech—
niques that worked in real world.

His excitement and enthusiasm was also quite evi—
denced in his broad support of the local and national Chi—
nese community. His deep involvement in Chinese Ameri—
can relationship was also a facet to this jewel of a man. Jim
and I would have long conversations about China, and I had
always dreamed of visiting there. Jim was instrumental in
making that dream come true in my visit to China in 2007 as
part of the Families with Children from China program he
was involved in. I will be forever indebted to Jim for ar—
ranging my wonderful experience in China.

I always felt better or improved after having a conver—
sation with Jim, especially the closed door “get down and
dirty” technical discussions. These were both fun and pro—
ductive.

Today, I believe that I am a better engineer from hav—
ing worked with Jim, but more importantly, I know I am a
better man from having known him. I will think of him
daily as I sip my green tea that he introduced me to, and
have thoughts as warm as my cup over the man we new
simply as Jim and the great times we had. We will all miss
his fighting sprit and his enthusiasm towards life. I will miss
my technical comrade, but more importantly, I will miss my
time with my friend.

Thank you.



