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LA Times Applauds Lieu Legzslatzon to Extend Use of DNA Evzdence in Sex Crimes

(SACRAMENTO) - In its editorial, the Los Angeles Times “Over 12,000 samples are sitting in a lab waiting to be tested across
praised Assembly Bill 383, authored by Assemblymember Ted W. Lieu Los Angeles County and the clock is running out,” said Assemblymember
(D-Torrance), to give law enforcement agencies more time to analyze Lieu. “Law enforcement needs more time to ensure those who commit sex
biological evidence collected in sex crimes. crimes are brought to justice.”

“It’s a worthy bill in that it would prevent destruction of poten— California law gives law enforcement agencies only two years to ana—
tially useful evidence,” states the Los Angeles Times editorial. “By al- lyze the biological evidence collected in sexual assault cases. In Los An—
lowing agencies more time to deal with their backlogs, it might permit geles County alone, there are thousands of sexual assault rape kits waiting

some prosecutions to go forward that might otherwise be thrown out.” Jor DNA processing that could be in jeopardy.

AB 383, which received unanimous support earlier this week in AB 383 will be heard in the Assembly Appropriations Committee lat—
the Assembly Public Safety Committee, will help make sure that rape er this spring.
kits get processed and analyzed by extending the permitted time from Assemblymember Ted W. Lieu is Chair of the California Assembly

two years to five years. The use of DNA in sex crimes is the most con— Rules Committee and represents the 53rd Assembly District, which includes
clusive proof of identity giving law enforcement the ability to solve El Segundo, Hermosa Beach, Manhattan Beach, Redondo Beach, Tor-
crimes, convict the guilty and exonerate the wrongfully accused. rance, Lomita, Marina Del Rey, and portions of the City of Los Angeles.
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