Non-English Speakers Highest in Northeast Ohio

Among Ohio cities with at least 25,000
residents, Northeast Ohio has the largest
number of communities where people speak a
language other than English at home. Lorain
leads the way, with a large contingent of
Spanish-speaking residents. Westlake,
Lakewood and Parma rank high primarily
because of what the Census Bureau classifies as
other Indo-European languages. Solon ranks
high because of both Asian and other
Indo-European languages. These percentages
include people who also speak English.

Highest percentage of homes where
a language other than English is spoken
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SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau, data for places of at least 25,000
for 2005-07.

— Rich Exner, The Plain Dealer
cleveland.com/datacentral
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as the above graph shows,
over the last few years, a trend has
emerged --- with highly-educated
immigrants moving into solon,
westlake, and other cities like
strongsville, twinsburg, etc.

bringing New Economy skills, high

incomes, entrepreneurship, global
connections, ethnic cuisine, and a
civic spirit.

in helping raise awareness on
the immigrant dividend, these are
cities that can be profiled, and their
mayors interviewed, on the positive
impacts that these new residents
bring to the community.

interviews with immigrant
professionals talking about the a-
menities they find in these commu-
nities would be compelling.

a peek into the public li-
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Sunday, November 15, 3:30 p.m.

braries in these communities would
reveal programs and materials that
help welcome the immigrant new-
comers and connect them to the
community and to the native land.

nice story/video on Indian in-
flux helping to revitalize pittsburgh:
http://www.voanews.com/eng-
1ish/2009-09-24-voa26.cfm

finding a way to tell these sto-
ries of inclusion, success, and fami-
ly amenties in Northeast Ohio will
help all institutions in the region re-
cruit/retain ~ foreign-born  talent,
from intl students to high-tech pro-
fessionals, to entrepreneurs and in-
vestors.
telling the stories will help change
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