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The fourth annual symposium on K—12 Chinese was successfully
hosted by The Ohio State University (OSU) K—12 Chinese Flagship
Program and Ohio Department of Education’s (ODE) Office of Cur—

riculum and Instruction on December 15, 2009 on OSU campus. The
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event was co—sponsored by the Ohio Association of
Teachers of Chinese (OATC) and the OSU National East Asian Lan—
guages Resource Center (NEALRC). The theme of the symposium
continues to be  “Making the Global Connection: Linking Students and
China in the 21st Century,” with more attention given to program sus—
tainment and teacher development this year.

Nearly 200 people attended the symposium, mostly school/district
administrators, foreign language coordinators, school board members and
Chinese language teachers. Preliminary evaluation feedback indicates
great satisfaction with the informative sessions helpful to Chinese pro—
gramming.

The event began with a welcome from Galal Walker and plenary
session for all participants. Ellis Yan, CEO of the Ohio—based TCP, Inc.,
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China. His remarks provid—
ed unique perspectives on
global business and its rela—
tionship with learning Chi—
nese language and culture.
This year, we had an ad—
ministrator (Carl Metzger of
Marion Local Schools) and
a  high school student
(Zunera Syed of Colum—
bus Metro High School)
sharing their experience
on maintaining Chinese
program and learning
Chinese. Then, Zunera
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perform a chemistry class skit in Chinese. The plenary session partici—

Syed led her peers to

pants were excited by a kuaiban (fast clapper) story telling performed
by Chris Stellato, an OSU Chinese Flagship graduate. Galal Walker
and Kun Shi presented the OSU Teaching Excellence Award to two
dedicated teachers of Chinese: Jeannine Subisak (Columbus Acade—
my) and Peggy Liu Lovro (Indian Hills High School). Afterwards,
participants attended one of three breakout sessions below:

Track A addressed the needs of schools seeking information and
options for initiating and staffing K—12 Chinese programs. (Speakers:
Ryan Wertz and Huanzhen Zhao)

Track B addressed the needs of schools with established Chinese
programs to sustain and improve their programs. (Speakers: Jianhua
Bai, Kun Shi, Jun Liu, Jane Ensign, Mike Kralovic, and Lin Xu)

Track C provided professional development and networking op—

portunities for over sixty teachers of Chinese. (Speakers: Jianhua Bai,
Yongfang Zhang, Minru Li, Jun Liu, Rebecca Bias, Pat McAloon, Maan
Broadstock, Mike Kralovic, Ching—Ling Huang, Dun Zhang, and You
Wei)

The symposium concluded with a networking session that allowed
schools and districts to share the challenges as well as resources/solutions
in starting and maintaining Chinese programs. Connection was made
between school administrators who were planning to hire and qualified
teachers of Chinese seeking jobs. The symposium was coordinated by
Ryan Wertz of ODE and Kun Shi of OSU, assisted by the staff of OSU,
ODE, OATC and NEALRC. Funding for the event comes from the
OSU K—12 Chinese Flagship Program, assisted by the OSU and ODE
staff. For more information about the symposium agenda and presenta—

tion outlines, please visit http://k12chineseflagship.osu.edu.
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