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My main motivation for planning this event was
primarily the fact that I'm very proud of my Japanese her—
itage and I really wanted to do something to help the dis—
aster victims in Japan. I continued to hear stories on the
news of the devastation in Japan and it further motivated
me to help out. However, I did not just want to simply
donate money. I wanted to do something more that
would involve the entire community and I realized that I
had all the means to make this event happen. I came to
Jane Tang, a friend who is also a fellow dance crew mem—
ber, with the idea and she was also willing to help orga—
nize the benefit. We decided on an evening of Asian
themed performances to both raise awareness of the disas—

ter and raise money. Over the weeks of planning, I made
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numerous phone calls and sent out many emails in order
to book performances for the night. My mother, the per—
formers, and Jane along with many others played a huge
role in the event as well. It would not have been as big of
a success without them. By the end of the night of the
event, we raised a grand total of $1,200 from collecting
monetary donations and by selling event t—shirts. The
funds were donated to the American Red Cross this Fri—
day.

Hello from Cameron’s proud mom,

I was very happy that the kids managed to hold a
successful benefit that raised $1200 for the American Red
Cross. Cameron has always been proud of his Japanese
heritage, and I think at times, he seems more Japanese than
myself. As a parent, it always fills your heart with pride
when your child does an act of kindness.

I had many nice comments from attendees, friends,
and family who thought that what these kids did for the
Japan relief efforts speaks volumes about their character.
What a great way to show their peers that they can make a
difference in the lives of people who are in need of help.It
was very nice that Mame Daiko, Sho Jo Ji Dancers, and
CCCC Yin Tang were able to stay for the entire benefit
and see Cameron, Jane, and their friends perform with the
dance crew. A—PoPhasis has some serious dance moves!

Let's hope that the people of Japan recover quickly.
My heartfelt thanks to the benefit performers, Asia Plaza,
Yellowtail for their generous food donation, Cable Nine,
and especially Erie Chinese Journal for the speedy ad on
the front page. Everyone deserves a pat on the back for
making the benefit for Japan a success!

Other performers included the CCCCA Yin
Tang Dance Group,Sho Jo Ji Japanese Dancers and
the A—PoPhasis Dance Crew.
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