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DHARMA MASTER CHENG YEN, FOUNDER OF BUDDHIST TZU CHI
FOUNDATION, NAMED ONE OF TIME MAGAZINE'S TIME 100
(TIME’S ANNUAL LIST OF THE 100 MOST INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE IN
THE WORLD)

(San Dimas, CA, USA)—TIME named Dharma Master Cheng Yen, the
founder of Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation, to the 2011 TIME 100, the magazine’s
annual list of the 100 most influential people in the world. The full list and related
tributes appear in the May 2 issue of TIME, available on newsstands on Friday, April
22, and now at?time.com/time100.

Dharma Master Cheng Yen founded the Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation in 1966,
at the age of 29. From the first 30 supporters, housewives who saved two cents from
their grocery money each day to help the poor, the Foundation has grown to nearly
10 million volunteers and supporters in 50 countries and has provided disaster relief in
70 countries to people suffering from disasters such as the Southeast Asia tsunami,
Myanmar cyclone, floods in the United States and Australia, and earthquakes in
Turkey, Pakistan, Sichuan China, Haiti, Chile and Japan.

Dharma Master Cheng Yen deeply believes that all people are capable of the

same great compas—
sion as the Buddha.
True  compassion,
however, is not just
having sympathy for
another's suffering—
it is to reach out to
relieve that suffering

inner peace and
happiness to the
individual, and
pave the way for
world peace and
harmony.

The TIME
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with concrete ac— eighth year, rec—
tions. In founding
Tzu Chi, Dharma
Master Cheng Yen

wished to give or—

ognizes the ac—
tivism, innovation
and achievement
of the
most  influential
individuals. As
TIME Managing
which will bring Editor ~ Richard
Stengel has said of the list in the past, “The TIME 100 is not a list of the most

powerful people in the world, it’s not a list of the smartest people in the world, it’s

world’s
dinary citizens the
chance to actualize

this compassion,

a list of the most influential people in the world. They’re scientists, they’re
thinkers, they’re philosophers, they’re leaders, they’re icons, they’re artists, they’
re visionaries. People who are using their ideas, their visions, their actions to trans—

form the world and have an effect on a multitude of people.”

Follow @TIME for updates about the list on Twitter and at Facebook.com/TIME
Hashtag is #TIME100

To read more on the biography of Dharma Master Cheng Yen, please visit http:
//www.us.tzuchi.org/usa/home.nsf/about/index#MASTER

For more information about this press release, please contact Grace Chen at
gracechen@us.tzuchi.org or (909)447—8613, or visit www.us.tzuchi.org

About Tzu Chi

The Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation, whose name means "compassion and relief," is
an international humanitarian organization with a special consultative status at the
United Nations Economic and Social Council. Founded by Dharma Master Cheng
Yen in 1966, the organization has nearly 10 million volunteers and supporters in 50
countries and has provided aid in 70 countries. Tzu Chi's work spans the fields of
charity, medicine, education, environmental protection and disaster relief. It also
established what is now the world's fifth largest bone marrow donor registry, and
promotes humanistic values and community volunteerism. In 2008, Tzu Chi be—
came the first and only overseas NGO to be registered in China.In 1984, Tzu Chi
Foundation registered as a non—profit 501(c)(3) charitable organization in Califor—
nia. In 1989, the first office in the U.S. was established in Alhambra, CA. Since
then, more than 80 offices and facilities have been established with over 120,000
volunteers and supporters working to make a difterence in their local communities.

For more information about Tzu Chi USA, please visit http://www.us.tzuchi.org
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