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Jought two battle.

Minnie Shepard

1913—2012

My mother gave me two gifts. My mother
She overcame the throat of
a miscarriage to give me life. She struggled
to remain alive until I could emotionally dear
with her passing.

"How many loved your moments of glad

grace,
And loved your beauty with love false or true,
And one man loved the pilgrim soul in you,
And loved the sorrows of your changing
face'".

W.B. Yeats
Thinking of my mother as I watched her age.
I thought of this verse:

I would suggest ending my story with this
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Having known the mother, we may proceed to know her chil-
] dren. Having known the children. We should go back and hold
on to the mother.
—From the Tao Teh Ching (15{E4Y)

adaptation from the Tao Teh Ching: dresses in 1947.
""She who stays where she has found her
true home, endures long'"

(Rosemary Funnere in Chinatown)

""And she who dies but perishes not, enjoys
real longevity"'

(Cai Shu Ci—(Susan) in spirit)

What a handsome sailor! My father, as
he would have appeared with or without
moustache, on his way to China in 1945.

My boy friend Jerry, at nursing home says
“I like to sit with Chinese in dining hall.
We are like brothers.” Chinese gentleman
sitting beside Jerry, lifts hid eyebrows as
though to say “that so.” And then whis—
pers to me: I speak little English. Jerry
speak little Chinese. We can’t argue even
if we wanted to.

My sister at 11 years, holding me on the
steps of our old farmhouse. I am approxi—
mately 5 ? months old. Notice my bare—
foot sister. A poor hillbilly! The shoes
had to be saved to wear to school, and
even though a farmgirl, she still wore

My boy friend Jerry, at nursing home says
Chinese in dining hall. We are like brothers.”
man sitting beside Jerry, lifts hid eyebrows as though to say
“that so.” And then whispers to me: I speak little English. Jer—
ry speak little Chinese. We can’t argue even if we wanted to.

“I like to sit with
Chinese gentle—
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I have been asked ,

nese in previous life?” I don’t know.

“Maybe I’ll become Chinese in next
I only know now that I am Chi—
nese in spirit —with love and in love -

life.”

Chinese.
Not Chinese in the external.
But Chinese in the heart.

“Were you Chi-




