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“SURPRISE!” Everyone screamed as |
walked through the front door of my house.
I see my sister jumping out of a box. I ran
towards her and started crying happily. No
words could describe how I felt at that mo-
ment. [ have not seen her in two months
and I missed her dearly. The party started

mark on the
path towards
adulthood.
My 18th birth-
day  brought
surprises and ex-
citement  into
my life. It
proved to me
how important
family and
friends were to

successfully and ended successfully. It was "A year is a year. Nothing but time. A year won't last 2 At
a grand party that consisted of three birth- forever, but in that year, you can make something that p ¢
days: my uncle, my brother Eddie Ni Jr., will!" Turning a year older may not seem like a difference - - =4
) and [. but as the number gets larger, the more responsibility /‘ Fr T S
a \ Eighteen is a magical number and one comes with it as well as a higher level of maturity. I am ; T e
|| of the most important ages in a person’s finally ult, which means that I have to A IS
% ‘ % life. At 18, one put into jail, or legally start taking care of myself * ; 7oy =
- can vote, buy sign forms consid- without the help of my par- h .
a house, be ents. My responsibility is £
without - to help my family in as
parental many ways as posSi- [
consent. ble to be success-
Overall,  ful and happy. No :
turning matter how many
18 is a land- years pass, I hope =
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& By Judy Ni

me and also made me realize how much they all loved me
to willingly sacrifice their time and patience. The most
shocking thing that happened was on the weekend of my
birthday. My older sister, Jasmine Ni, came all the way
from Chicago to celebrate my birthday. She persuaded
me that she was not able to come back but in reality, she
came home secretly.

that even in the
future, even when
I turn an elderly
age such as 50, in
my heart, I will al-

ways be the lit-
) sur-
Y rounded by a
loving
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