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GRAMMY’ AWARDS

In 2007, I became the first Asian and the first American
female to win the GRAMMY? Award as a classical pianist.
Besides being a moment of wonderful validation, it opened
up to me a new community dedicated to music, musicians
and music education. One had, of course, heard about the
GRAMMY?, but I had little idea about what else this entailed
apart from a three-hour television spectacular once a year.

Of course, the once a year spectacular indeed is spec-
tacular! Every February, musicians from all over the world go
to Los Angeles to take part in what can be called an annual
pilgrimage of the music world. Musicians, producers, engi-
neers, promoters, music industry leaders, business moguls
and more, gather under one roof to celebrate each other’s
achievements and to generate energy to continue to serve the
cause of music.

What everybody sees on television screens once a year,
wonderful as it is, is only a small part of the annual celebra-
tion. For a week, star-studded events, formal and informal,
large and small, go on at venues throughout the city.

These include the three most sought after and well-at-
tended events. On Friday of the GRAMMY? Week, the music
community gets together to focus on one of their prime val-
ues: philanthropy and charity. Through an auction of memo-
rabilia donated by members and supporters, impressive
amounts are raised to cultivate projects of music education
and welfare of music-makers. If you want a guitar or other
memorabilia autographed by celebrated musicians like Jeff
Beck, Coldplay, Katy Perry or Adele, T8 P17
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