Southwest Airlines to Receive 2012 Corporate
Partner Award at OCA National Convention

m OCA | EMBRACING THE HOPES AND ASPIRATIONS OF ASIAN PACIFIC AMER

WASHINGTON, D.C. - OCA, a national organi-
zation dedicated to advancing the political, social,
and economic well-being of Asian Pacific Ameri-
cans (APAs), is proud to announce that Southwest
Airlines will receive OCA’s 2012 Corporate Part-
ner Award at the OCA Gala Awards on Saturday,
August 4. The Gala Awards will be held at the
Planet Hollywood Resort and Casino in Las Vegas,
Nevada.

“Southwest Airlines’ unwavering commit-
ment through the years to OCA and the APA com-
munity has been exceptionally admirable,” said O-
CA National President Ken Lee. “We are proud to
prominently honor them as the 2012 Corporate
Partner of the Year at this year's National Conven-
tion."

Throughout the years, Southwest Airlines has
participated not only in OCA’s signature events
such as the annual National Convention, but has
been providing support to our youth and profession-
al development programs on a national level and
chapters in their events and local programs. South-
west Airlines is also a member of OCA’s Business
Advisory Council, a vital link between OCA and
the business community, providing financial, pro-
fessional, and strategic guidance to OCA.

“Southwest Airlines is very proud to call O-
CA our community partner. OCA aims to embrace
the hopes and aspirations of Asian Pacific Ameri-
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cans, and through our work together, we are proud
to say that we are able to achieve great things for
Asian Pacific Americans of all ages,” said Ellen
Torbert, Vice President Diversity & Inclusion at
Southwest Airlines. “Our efforts in the community
allow us to represent the different populations that
make up the fabric of our country. At Southwest
Airlines, we recognize that our unique cultures
make us who we are, therefore, we embrace the op-
portunity to celebrate diversity in the communities
we serve as well as provide our communities with
the tools and resources they need to reach success.”
OCA’s National Convention is one of the pre-
eminent annual events for the APA community,
drawing hundreds of people from around the coun-
try for educational, cultural, and networking events.
This year’s National Convention: GOTV2 - Get
Out To Vegas, Get Out The Vote will take place at
the Planet Hollywood Resort and Casino from Au-
gust 2-5 and will feature three days of workshops,
youth and college programs, tracks designed for
small business’ and professional leadership devel-
opment, and many notable speakers and guests.
OCA will also honor its members during the
convention with OCA's Chapter of the Year Award,
the OCA Unsung Heroes Award, and several col-
lege scholarships. Tickets for all meals and special
events, including the Gala Awards, are available for
purchase on our Web site at www.ocanational.org.

Beck Center Awarded $20K Arts Education Grant
PNC Grow Up Great to Fund Early Childhood Programming

Lakewood, OH - Beck Center for the Arts
has been awarded a $20,000 grant from The
PNC Foundation’s Grow Up Great initiative, a
$350 million, multi-year campaign that began in
2004 to help prepare children from birth to age
5 for future academic success. This funding will
be used to provide early childhood arts educa-
tion programming for preschoolers enrolled in
the West Side Ecumenical Ministry’s Youth
and Family Learning Center (WSEM-YFLC)
Head Start as well as The Mary W. Butler Day
Care Center at Merrick House in Tremont.

“Studies have proven that an arts-rich en-
vironment helps children succeed in school and
in life,” said Paul Clark, PNC regional president
for Cleveland, speaking on behalf of The PNC
Foundation. “Our support of Beck Center’s
renowned programming represents a commit-
ment to furthering school readiness through the
arts and ultimately to fostering a stronger com-
munity.”

The PNC Foundation grant will allow
Beck Center to offer weekly arts experiences
over a 38-week period involving over 200 Head
Start students ages birth to five years. “It is an
incredible honor to once again receive this sup-
port from The PNC Foundation,” said Ed Gal-
lagher, MT-BC, Beck Center’s director of edu-
cation, who will oversee the project. “We are
thrilled to be granted this opportunity to bring
dance, music, theater, and visual arts into class-
rooms served by WSEM and Merrick House.”
Programming begins in September 2012 and
continues through the school year, concluding in

May 2013.

Also next school year, Beck Center will
continue its collaboration with the Lakewood
Child Care Center by hosting an early childhood
professional development day at the LCC Center
in early June 2013. The day’s activities will in-
clude a presentation and early childhood concert
by Grammy Award-winning musicians Cathy
Fink and Marcy Marxer, better known as the
well-loved musical duo, Cathy & Marcy. “Once
again, Grow Up Great will make it possible for
the participating organizations to work together
to provide developmentally appropriate and
best-practice programming for young children in
need.” continued Gallagher.

To learn more about The PNC Foundation’
s Grow Up Great initiative, please visit pnc-
growupgreat.com.

Located at 17801 Detroit Avenue in Lake-
wood, Beck Center for the Arts is a not-for-prof-
it 501 (c)3 organization that offers professional
theater productions, arts education programming
in dance, music, theater, visual arts, early child-
hood, and creative arts therapies for special
needs students, and gallery exhibits featuring lo-
cal, regional, and international artists. For more
information, visit beckcenter.org
or call 216.521.2540 x10.

he Beck

Center for the Arts
Where Arts Matter!
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