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With  the
estimated num-
ber of speakers
being over a bil-
lion, Mandarin Chinese seemed like a very good
choice to study as a foreign language. Little did I
know when signing up to take my first course of
Chinese in the seventh grade all the wonderful op-
portunities that would come about as a result of
my study of the language.

The year I entered middle school in the
SouthEuclid-LyndhurstSchool District in 2007
was the same year the district introduced the op-
tion of studying Mandarin Chinese as a foreign
language. 1 was amongst the first class of students
at our school to sign up to study the language and
continued my study through the four levels of
classes our school district offers, taking Chinese
up until and through my junior year of high
school. My study of the language has been my
gateway to many blessings over years, especially
in the embodiment of the wonderful friends I have
made through my classes as well as the aid and in-
struction of my teacher, Mrs. Hui-Ling Haldeman.
Indeed, through the guidance of my teacher, I was
able to pursue many wonderful learning opportu-
nities outside of the classroom. These have in-
cluded participating in such programs as the 2008
and 2009 Chinese Summer Immersions Camp of-

My Chinese

Zachary Chaikin

fered through the O-
hioStateUniversity as
well as having trav-
elled to and studied
in the Chinese cities of Beijing and Wuxi, Jiang-
su, during the summer of 2010 through Cleveland-
StateUniversity s Confucius Institute and Hanban.

Experience

Having completed all of my school’s avail-
able Chinese courses, I hope to continue my study
of the language in college. My teacher still pro-
vides opportunities in which to involve myself in
the Chinese language program at our school. One
such opportunity was attending a meeting of the
City Club of Cleveland along with other Chinese
students from our school to listen to the guess
speaker Justice Goodwin Liu of the California
Supreme Court. Being a student seriously consid-
ering a career in law, I found his words to be most
interesting.

The study of the Chinese language is some-
thing I strongly encourage all students who are
able to take advantage of it. The language cur-
rently has over an estimated billion speakers and
China is bound to continue to be a major player in
the events of our world for centuries to come. A
speaker of Mandarin is guaranteed to have a key
asset that could prove useful in a great many ca-
reer fields of the modern world.

Hi! My name is Yehosef Brown, and I go to
Brush High School in Lyndhurst, Ohio. I am cur-
rently in Chinese 2, and enjoying learning the lan-
guage and culture of China. On of the key reasons
why I chose to take Chinese is because of the e-
mergence of China. As China becomes a world
power, I think it is essential for Americans to
learn their dialect and customs. If more Americans
learn about the Chinese culture, it is completing a
crucial step for America and China to have great
relations in the future. Another reason why I chose
to take Chinese is because of China's business
presence. As China continues to increase its econ-
omy; I believe it would be great if American com-
panies could communicate effectively to the Chi-
nese. Overall, as China has a greater appearance in
the world, it is important that Americans adapt. I
think for Americans to learn about China's culture,
we can start by befriending our fellow Chi-
nese-Americans. On February 22, 2013, I was
privileged to hear Supreme Court Justice of Cali-
fornia, Goodwin Liu, speak at the City Club of

Cleveland. Goodwin Liu spoke about past
Supreme Court justices, and how their decisions
greatly affect our country. For me, who is very in-
terested in law, it was a humbling experience to
hear him speak about significant issues in our
country. His speech left me with a better knowl-
edge of the courtroom. It made me realize that
each and every word judges speak our backed by
hundreds of pages of research. I think it is crucial
for more minorities like, Goodwin Liu, to get in-
volved in politics in America. As the amount of
minorities increase, they are going to be looking
for a solid leader, like Goodwin Liu, for represen-
tation. Overall, my opportunity to hear Goodwin
Liu was an amazing experience that I will never
forget. It displayed that Chinese-Americans are
becoming a bigger force in our country, and we
will need to change and develop to become a more
free country; where anyone, no matter what you
look like, can become a Goodwin Liu.

Yehosef Brown
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Hello, my name is Nicholas Rossi. I am a
sophomore at Brush High School, a member of
the Brush soccer and baseball team, and I have
been taking Chinese as a class for 4 years. When
Mrs. Haldeman, my Chinese teacher, first came
to our class with the idea of going to the City
Club to hear Justice Liu talk, I was ecstatic. The
City Club being the oldest continuous indepen-
dent free speech forum in the country combined
with the fact that my old Stepup teacher always
wanted us to go to a Friday Forum, made it
sound like it was definitely going to be an inter-
esting and insightful time.

Although I admit I had never heard of Jus-
tice Liu until Mrs. Haldeman mentioned him, af-
ter looking up some information about him I
could tell his speech would be something I
would be interested in. Justice Liu originally re-
ceived a B.S. in biology from Stanford, a field I
am interested in and have often considered as my
course for college. His original plan was to be-
come a doctor, and his speech was going to be
about why he made such a drastic switch, ulti-
mately receiving his law degree from Yale. He is
currently an associate judge on the Supreme
Court of California. Most recently, he was Asso-
ciate Dean and Professor of Law at Cal Berke-
ley. He was also nominated, in 2010, by Presi-
dent Obama, to a seat on the Ninth Circuit Court
of Appeals, but when it became clear that the
Senate would not approve his appointment, the
nomination was withdrawn. Justice Liu began
his speech talking about how Supreme Court
Justice John Marshall Harlan and his dissent in
the 1896 Plessy v. Ferguson was the reason he
decided to enter the field of law. After hearing
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Justice Liu’s speech and investigating a little
more about Harlan, I could see why Liu was so
interested in him. Justice Harlan was possibly the
most perplexing person I had ever heard of. He is
quoted saying “Let it be said that I am right,
rather than consistent,” which is an extremely
accurate description of his legal rulings. This
quote and Justice Harlan’s quote about “The
constitution being colorblind” are what I believe
what Justice Liu was so fascinated by. As Justice
Liu detailed for us, Justice Harlan was a man
who was constantly evaluating his legal and per-
sonal opinions about many different topics, and
was clearly not bound by any political theory or
ideology. Harlan thought law was a complex sys-
tem in which the search for answers and justice
was a constantly evolving process, and it is clear
that Justice Liu shares his passion and respect for
justice as well as the many dimensions of our le-
gal system. Harlan is often referred to as “the
lone dissenter” due to dissent in Plessy v. Fergu-
son. Justice Liu is widely respected for his writ-
ings in the areas of constitutional, education and
civil rights law. And sounding a bit Justice Har-
lan, during the question and answer session, Jus-
tice Liu’s recounted stories of how his legal
thinking has evolved, and how he has reviewed
and revised and even regretted a few of his earli-
er positions. The hour went by very quickly and
Justice Liu’s speech was thought provoking and
inspiring, and I feel fortunate to have had the op-
portunity to share a little time with a brilliant and
thought provoking person like Justice Goodwin
Liu.

Nicholas Rossi

Hello, my name is Adriana Nelson. I am a
10th grade student at Brush high school. I am al-
so a fourth year student of Ms. Haldeman's Chi-
nese class. On Friday February 22 I went with
my Chinese class to see Justice Goodwin Liu at
the City Club of Cleveland. It was my first time
going to the City club. I had a wonderful experi-
ence. I learned a lot about Justice Liu. I also
learned a lot from his speech. For example i
learned that Justice Liu graduated from Yale. Af-
ter his speech me and the rest on my class got to
meet him and take a picture with him. I feel that
the trip will be great on my ré sumé . It gave
me a great look at this position for a career

choice. I am glad that I was able to go.

I have been taking Chinese since the fifth
grade. | started out when I was homeschooled
then I came to Memorial junior high school to
continue. At first, Chinese speech and writing
was very difficult for me. I felt that I couldn't
continue. Then [ practiced my writing And
speech and got better. Now in Chinese 3, I am a
strait A student in Chinese. I've also fallen in
love with the language and culture. I feel that
Chinese will also be a big part of my future as
well.

Adriana Nelson



