Legendary Cleveland Agora

club

owner Hank LoConti has died, leaves
behind world—renowned legacy

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Henry "Hank" LoConti
Sr., founder of the legendary Agora concert club
and a driving force in rock 'n' roll's rise to great-
ness, died Tuesday. He was 85.

LoConti, who passed away in his home in
Independence, battled lymphoma.

To the end, he retained the spirit and cheer
that endeared him to thousands. Among those
are dozens of names that reside in the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame and Museum, as well as the
music libraries and memories of generations of
Clevelanders.

Opened in 1966, the Agora was a jump-
ing-off point for countless careers. Yes, there is
Bruce Springsteen, whose Agora shows are a
thing of legend. But the club also played host to
a wide array of acts on the rise, from KISS to Ju-
das Priest to Metallica to U2, the Clash, Gang of
Four, Southside Johnny and AC/DC.

The list is endless and varied. The Agora
was never typecast - LoConti was too
open-minded and imaginative for such a thing.
"Hank was a visionary and a futurist who could
see the potential in things," said friend John
Gorman, who promoted shows with LoConti
while working at WMMS-FM/100.7. "The Ago-
ra was the first place for bands that would go on
to become famous."

Gorman last saw LoConti a week ago, in
his home.

"He was such a sharp guy, to the end,"
said Gorman. "He never changed as a person."
LoConti took great pride in the Agora name and
sought to protect its legacy, which is renowned
around the world.

"The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame might
be the first association people around the world
have with Cleveland," says Bill Peters, owner of
the Cleveland metal label Auburn Records and a
DJ at WICU-FM/88.7. "But the Cleveland Ago-
rais right up there with music fans. I always
have friends from Germany ask me about the
legendary Agora and ask me to take them there
when they come to visit. It's one of the most i-
conic names in music."

Countless recordings of concerts from the
club enjoyed a new life in the Internet and
YouTube era, turning new generations of music
fans on to the Agora -- especially that glowing
sign on the wall behind the stage that said: You
are here, where rock n' roll history is being cre-
ated.

Few clubs around the country recorded
concerts in the 1970s, when the Agora helped
shape the tastes and lifestyles of Clevelanders

with shows such as the WMMS Coffeebreak Con-
cert Series.

As AC/DC sang, "It's a long way to the top if

you wanna rock 'm' roll." Hank LoConti made the
distance a lot easier and a good deal shorter.
"Hank was always interested in doing new things,"
says Gorman, who met LoConti in 1973. "Few clubs
were even open on Mondays, but Hank saw it as a
great day to try something different - because no
one else was doing it."

The Coffeebreak Concert took it one further,
hosting concerts and broadcasting them to the entire
area -- starting at 11 a.m. Wednesdays.

"Who else but Hank," said Gorman. "He was
part of a well-oiled machine that made Cleveland
ground zero for rock 'n' roll."

LoConti did something else that few clubs did:
He took the brand on the road. In the 1970s, he
opened 12 more Agora concert clubs around the
country, from Tampa to Houston to Painesville to
Youngstown.

The Cleveland location has long been the only
Agora club still in operation. Plans are to keep it go-
ing, says Chris Zitterbart, who has operated the
Cleveland Agora with LoConti since November.

"We set up a company together to operate the

Agora when Peabody's closed and I moved in here,"
say Zitterbart, former owner of Peabody's Concert
Club. "The Agora will keep on going."
LoConti wouldn't want it any other way. Whenever I
spoke with him about the Agora or its role in Cleve-
land, he displayed pride for its role in breaking mu-
sic -- and never revealed even the slightest hint that
he was tired of doing it.

"He was the same guy that I first knew in the
late 1960s," said longtime concert promoter Jules
Belkin. "He had a great love for the music business
and for trying to make things happen in Cleveland."

"He was one of the great music icons in the
business for 50 years," added Belkin. "There was
this aura around Hank that will never be duplicated.
As AC/DC sang, "It's a long way to the top if you
wanna rock 'n' roll." Hank LoConti made the dis-
tance a lot easier and a good deal shorter.

LoConti is survived by 11 of his 12 children
and his wife Bonita "Bonnie" LoConti.

Funeral arrangements are being handled by Vo-
drazka Funeral Home, 6505 Brecksville Rd, Inde-
pendence, 216-524-3900. Visiting hours are 2-4 p.
m. and 7-9 p.m. Friday. Services will be held at 10
a.m. Saturday at St. Michael Roman Catholic
Church, 6540 Brecksville Road, Independence. He
will be interred in Maple Shade Cemetery, in Inde-
pendence.

45 1% AGORA &\ 1% % 46
A Henry LoConti #. %
A %= Henry LoConti 5&
AETEHFARNIERELM
EXX#,FEEREES
EEHZEH E’st'li%-z 5%?)#
—RFFRIAPIPEE HRAR
B+ B EHRE, EILER
REFESERCAMZHE
FY AR RRERY
AR RE

‘(!

_.

L YA o N - W, 2 0, N A

/

4
|

(Pl =R IRE

WANDL ARCHITECTS

P &4
E51:440-388-4052
¥F14:917-892-0778

arquan2011@gmail.com .

FHETE B JE rzﬁ
RIFHMIRK INERT
ENEES HTFTESH

B +Emie

BY A #0%5 S pY 22
BB

Z1E, 20 _%?
BICE, RE
B B O
)=

o4

YRR 218
IR E 1,
WERKEE
E2m!
CaII Lily Liao:
330-990-9524, 330-921-4088

o |

-

@E‘Nﬂs‘ﬁ%

& 7 mzm
Xin Wan, RA, LEED AP
BREEREFHEAE

Member of Design Review

Board of Cleveland,Wavd 5
REXNHEBRLESHEE

Email:
Web:

E&lii%éﬁﬁméﬁ%%ﬁﬁ

IBEERMB IR 20 ERITIS:
J:ES&E S STARER, RIBF D& Be v e el SRkt
AXEFEEMEIBBIND <SPy A R G
— AR 3 SERM A BE, E 5 4b 351 . B
FEDELTFIRTHRBEE 2 S8 S5 ML il BB bk

Office:(440) 218—9088 Cell: (440) 570—-9829
xinwan @ wanixarchitects.com
www.wanixarchitects.com
Add: 25109 Detroit Rd., Unit 330
Westlake, OH 44145

RXREEEZH
Dr Wenning Zhao,
Acupuncturist from China, Chiropractic Physician

B B RAEE BRI
PEETR L ERT I )

B9, (15*#!14:%%,7@?1 F0,E AR AYSTE B4
EANSEMEER = FAE ), i
BEASHURBRE, 2R, TR, # P “Hﬁﬁ
WEE, THEHSAHMBLEN 5 & et
gRkE. TUAEHmLIN. sl

] E5%:216-581-0321
ﬁr ?:51 it :ii Mudit:Able Chiroparactic Clinic
ERERE (Maple Town Shopping Center)

15751 Broadway Ave.,Maple Hts, OH 44137

§E;’,.—%;‘I HH§E1' Eﬂi CPA,MSA,MTAX
WM ARTE QRN AREE BEERBGE
FHERR §XAK e EREE
SEHEEL MESH XHAEEEER
iMuRRET BEPSHT EEREE EEEE
2999 Payne Ave, Suite 114, Cleveland, OH 44114
52 BB K PR EE I B35 P O % i Ao & 1k 8 T 2 B)

(330)776-8068 (330) 819-3067

E-mail:tzhcpa@gmail.com
www.tzhcpas.com

Global Capital Management LLC

e RIS SERE. REE
EEEFIRE. ERESH...

< BRI, N, SR A TR RS .

<+ hESEE: 2 \RITEE 8B
~ iEBEENERES T REEN
D Eig BEELHIRS.

< L7 6 B 7 K$49,
< IE+E L 9 XE$99,
@ IE+AE+ FE+ARAB BRI X

99,
< b3 5 KE$49,

$;439) + BT S BN S 5 B -5

g;g..

E‘N@E

(38 B o>

o
u[. B3l

%

iﬁﬁzﬁﬁmsg :El 5HEEE YIH, |

o

<

+ ERIRIZREIT 8 R$99,

+ BRRERITEIEEN 8 X$99,

$ BEERRERISAMKIX
199,

* RIP+IRFF+BE S 7 RE$99,

o EERR+IEA+ 2 T BERS 7 RALBEHE

$99,

& PRER+ AL FRE+ERE+ IR B L+
ﬁk%ﬂﬁ?%ﬁ%i‘m 8 R LKiE$99 (3-6
A) 5399(7—10)51)0

=
e KiEKE 8 KE$99, =i 6 RA5HIHEH2$398,1H 2.k &
it TPE, B 7.8 &4k,
+ SRIBEE 6 A
> REISH+CIRBEREER 6 X

wm%&s

=+ + B BiE+ 2L+

RS
$20=1800 /i

(2014 &%)

551&{*?1' *EI%E

iwgs MR | H 7 {E$30
Jié‘% Eﬁ%},ﬂ ,EE 300 ﬁiﬁ

BEF FEH

B L

6 AmEaE | Al

P el o e e
mamso00 | UARALL

mai JACKEE HSIAO

E5:216-458-0988; 440-364-4488 {HE:216-458-0999
E# E_Mail:polo_168 @hotmail.com

{315 (WeChat)ID:j2164580988

1760 East 36th St., Cleveland, OH 44114 { FIEIF T EEBHE

GAS CARD

= DOSAR
5%"5%0;;
HH R
ZiHEEE
5%-’5%0;;

EREIRERMZ—HER

] m} Best Lawyers
%“ ‘éﬁ LAW FIRMS
. _USN&WS _
Margaret W.Wong & Associate Co.,L.P.A.Attorneys At Law
2014 3248 http://www.cimwong.com 234 http://www.imwong.com Email wong@imwong.com Sipialin
oo KA REFEEXRBRZ0) HETE 7 H118% 288 HOHE 216-566-9908 8 Yolanda MAKE, 20
* LI 1978 & Bl REBER: axian AzENREXEALT. BN T:
o BIERHY 35 £ HRERHEE A 3150 Chestor Ave 139 Cenire S

Lll/ll\wAZ gxﬁ&ﬁ}{hAEF

Cleveland, Ohio 44114
B 216-566-9908

New York, NY 10013
EiE: 212-226-7011

ﬁ&@mﬁmgagm

A S EERRANEE
IR BZ AN S
cHERLEREFENNBES

2

o BRI BRI SRS TE

#AFE® (Martindale Hubbell)A-V
REERNNBREM A7, %

SXREBHZHEBSHTE,

© 1908 FXEMEBHBEEE(H—%

EBR/EN)

BHEmEELAHIEERE

R OBEHE, FITF.L BEFE
EBB.EFH J KO,P R VEE,
FERR BEBR, REBR A
= B ERX RIFITBHE
k. B, ‘|'E
‘fﬁ‘E Eﬂlﬁr tEE,

ﬁ%ﬂfr’ﬁ ';’B
z Eﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ;\ %o

866-688-9388

L LN
EZEMEEBRAAF:

11427 Reed Hartman Hwy,

Cincinnati, Ohio 45241
E:%:513-891-4200

BEZEMNTRH AR
470 Olde Worthington Rd.
Suite 200
Westerville, OH 43082
BErE: 614-221-8892

BIREMERMAS 2!

5425 Peachtree Pkwy

Norcross, GA30092
T35 678-378-5438
BERRMENSES AR
11201 Connor Ave.
Detroit, MI 48213
a5 313-527-9989
PREFNEMITALA:
ErG:312-463-1899
BEREENBTEHANF
6303 Blue Lagoon Drive,
Suite 400, Miami, FL 33126
ErH:866-553-0590




