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The Cleveland City Council recognizes the White
House Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders with a Resolution of Recognition for
hosting the Cleveland AAPI Community Listen-
ing Session

The Cleveland City Council recognizes the
White House Initiative on Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders with a Resolution of Recognition
for hosting the Cleveland AAPI Community Lis-
tening Session, January 28, 2015. Pictured (left to
right): Michael Byun, member of the President’s
Advisory Commission on AAPIs; Brian Cum-
mins, City Councilman; Rebecca Lee, WHIAAPI
Communications Director and Senior Advisor;

Radhika Reddy, Partner at Ariel
Ventures; and  George  Mui,
WHIAAPI Senior Advisor. (Photo by
Kimlee Sureemee)

According to the U.S. Census Bu-
reau, Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders (AAPIs) represent around
5.5% of Ohio’s population. Further-
| more, AAPIs are one of the state’s
fastest-growing demographic groups,
having grown by 40 percent between
2000 and 2009.

As part of the White House Initia-
tive on Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders (WHIAAPI)’s regional engagement ef-
forts, particularly in cities with large and emerging
AAPI communities, WHIAAPI held a Cleveland
AAPI Community Listening Session on January
28, 2015. The Listening Session
was held at the Ariel Internation-
al Center in downtown Cleve-
land and drew nearly 100 com-
munity leaders from across busi- &
ness, nonprofit, and public sec-
tors.

Over a dozen federal agen-
cies were represented, including

the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, U.
S. Department of Education, Equal Employment
and Opportunity Commission, Small Business
Administration, Minority Business Development
Agency (MBDA), Occupational Safety and Health
Administration, U.S. Department of Labor Wage
and Hour Division, Social Security Administra-
tion, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment, U.S. Department of Health and Hu-
man Services, and U.S. Department of Veteran
Affairs. Each agency provided an overview of its
work particularly with services to the AAPI com-
munity, such as SSA’s Multilanguage Gateway
that includes translated materials and free inter-
preter services or MBDA’s Cleveland Business
Center that provides free counseling to local busi-
nesses.

Community provider Sujata Burgess shares

her perspective on the challenges the Cleveland
AAPI community faces Community provider Su-
jata Burgess shares her perspective on the chal-
lenges the Cleveland AAPI community faces dur-
ing the Cleveland AAPI Community Listening
Session, January 28, 2015. (Photo by Rebecca
Lee)

Federal and
members then participated in break-out sessions to
dive deeper into the issues of housing, education,
immigration, labor and workers’ rights, health
and human services, social security, and business.

representatives community

We greatly valued the perspectives of the commu-
nity members and worked together to brainstorm
recommendations on how the federal government
can address key challenges.
months and as a follow-up to the Listening Ses-
sion, then White House Initiative on AAPIs looks
to provide tailored techni-
cal assistance and train-
ings to the Cleveland com-
munity. We look for ward

In the upcoming

to continuing our collabo-
ration with Cleveland as
we work to open the feder-
al government’s doors to
all AAPIs.
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YINHAI ZHU Chinese Herbalist
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The Reserves Network is currently seeking employees with sewing ability.
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WANDL ARCHITECTS
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Member of Design Review
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Dr. Wenning Zhao,

Acupuncturist from China, Chiropractic Physician
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