The Annual Cleveland Asian
Festival held May 16-17 was anoth-
er success as it drew 45,000 atten-
dees to Cleveland's thriving Asia-
Town neighborhood. The all-volun- [E
teer run Festival included two per- ©
formance stages, over 100 exhibitors
and vendors, over 20 vendors in the
Food Court, a Health Pavilion with
free screenings, and a Children's
Pavilion. The Festival which high-
lights all Asian cultures and attracts
a very diverse crowd was recently l.
voted #1 Best Festival in the Cleve- {58
land Hot List 2015. The national §
act this year was the "Mona Khan
Dance Company" from San Francis-
co who energized the crowd with a
fusion of Bollywood Dance and &
their Bombay Jam fitness perfor- _'_
mance. |

Popular events returning this
year included the OCA Cleveland
— 3

. Dragon Dance Team (in partnershlp
r with Confucius Institute CSU), t
“+4 Kwan Family Lion Dance, many excel-
lent cultural performances, exciting
martial arts demonstrations, Colors of
& Asia fashion show, sumo wrestling, and
egg roll and sushi speed eating contests.
Saturday also including a fun Cosplay
where about 35 participants dressed as
characters from popular anime and
video games. New this year was a
Trivia Challenge featuring local
celebrity Arthur Chu, the "Jeopardy"
TV Show Champion.

The Cleveland Asian Festival is made
possible by the partnerships of many of
Cleveland's best organizations, gener-
ous sponsors, over 200 volunteers, and
the many vendors and exhibitors that
travel to Cleveland from as far as Flori-
da. Next year, the Festival will be May
21-22, 2016. Photos from Edmond
Wong and Wayne Wong.
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