University of Akron
president Scott L.
Scarborough
resigned effective

University of Akron president Scott L. Scarbor-
ough is stepping down, effective today, Tuesday, May
31, according to an emailed statement from board of
trustees chair Jonathan T. Pavloff. According to the
statement, Scarborough and the board “mutually a-
greed” on the resignation.

Scarborough has faced criticism in his time as the
university’s president, as donations and enrollment fell.
His decision last year to rebrand the school as a “poly-
technic” university — a branding the school has started
to move away from — was heavily criticized. He joined
the university in May 2014.

Pavloff’s statement said that the board’s top pri-
orities for Scarborough were to address the university’s
“financial and enrollment challenges,” as well as to
“enhance” the educational experience. The board deter-
mined that new leadership was needed in order for the
university to move forward.

“The board is grateful to him for his effort and
recognizes that addressing those challenges required
courage and the willingness to consider, and in some
cases, implement needed changes in the way the univer-
sity operates,” Pavloff said in the statement.

The statement said an interim president will be
named soon, and there will be a search for a permanent
president. Until then, Rex Ramsier, interim senior vice
president and provost, will fulfill any presidential duties.

The university also sent out an emailed letter from
Scarborough addressed to students, staff and faculty.

“I am honored to have had the opportunity to
serve this great University and work not only to address
the challenges that were before it when I arrived, but al-
so to begin the process of change that is necessary for
the University to succeed in the rapidly changing envi-
ronment of higher education,” Scarborough said in the
letter.
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