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Candidates Nights will be the next meeting for CAMEO on Wednesday,
August 10th - 6:30 p.m. at the Independence Holiday Inn. This is one of the
most important evenings for the public to learn about candidates. If you are a
candidate and interested in seeking CAMEOQ’s endorsement, please contact
CAMEOCLEVLAND@yahoo.com as soon as possible. An application is re
quired to be considered for this forum.
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’s Annual Picnic

With summer in full swing and activities galore going on throughout the
area, many elected officials and candidates took the time to interact with our
community at the Annual Picnic for CCA.M.E.O. This was the 26th year for
this annual event and it always brings us a better understanding in a casual and
fun environment to spend unique quality time learning about our prospective
political leaders. Candidates and elected officials were given the opportunity
to speak and introduce themselves to the crowd and highlight their goals and
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Where Are You From?

I am a native of Lebanon and I was born in a
suburb of Beirut.

What was it like growing up?

I attended private catholic schools in Lebanon.
I have many wonderful memories of growing
up, until the war broke out in Lebanon in 1975.
After graduating high school and trying to pur-
sue my college education. My family decided
to send me abroad to the U.S. to pursue my ed-
ucation in Civil Engineering.

What were your first thoughts about com—
ing to America?

I was excited, but sad as I left my entire family
behind. I kept my suitcases packed for many
weeks thinking the war would soon end and I
could return to Lebanon. As I became accus-
tomed to the educational system and made
friends from many diverse backgrounds, I
eventually unpacked my bags and have been
here for over 30 years.

What challenges did you face as an immi—
grant transitioning here?

Though I learned English in Lebanon, I was
not fluent, so learning the language was an ini-
tial obstacle. Being alone without my family
structure close by was an adjustment. One of
the only ways to communicate at that time was
via telephone. It was $6.00 a minute to speak
with my parents, not very economical for a col-
lege student. Most immigrants today are fortu-
nate to have various social media methods to
communicate many time a day if they wish!
What is your occupation?

Publisher and executive editor for Profile News

Ohio: the largest Arabic-English newspaper in
Ohio. I am also President of C.A.M.E.O.
Cleveland American Middle East Organization
and Chairman of the Board for the American
Lebanese Community Council.

How have other Clevelanders made you
feel welcomed?
There is a strong
Lebanese commu-
nity in Cleveland. I
met my wife Mary
during my first
quarter at college.
She was born and
raised in  the |
Cleveland  area. |
She has a wonder-
ful family that has
been an irreplace-
able support to me
for over 3 decades.

Pierre Bejjani,

o Lebanon
I am very active in

several organiza-
tions. I find staying
active in the com-
munity gives me the opportunity to meet many
great Clevelanders from different backgrounds.
What traditions and customs do you con—
tinue to practice?

My church, Saint Maron’s is located right in
the heart of downtown. We are fortunate to
have a strong and close Lebanese community
including St. Maron’s Church, St. George Or-
thodox, and Saint Elias Melkite Church. We
interact through various social events and festi-

vals among the churches.

What do you Love about Cleveland?
Cleveland became the home where I raised my
daughter. I love the four seasons and driving
through the great National and Metro Parks.
Cleveland is a large but not overwhelming city.
You can find ev-
erything
need here;
sonable housing,

you
rea-
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great  hospitals,
MONTE and the ethnic di-
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blends and inter-

acts together on a
| daily basis. We
are fortunate to
have great orga-
nizations like
Global Cleveland
and many other
ethnic organiza-
tions that take
pride in their eth-
nicity and are
very willing to share their traditions and cul-
tures.
What is your favorite thing to do in Cleve—
land?
There are so many things to do, I cannot name
just one. I enjoy our sports teams, great restau-
rants, the Museum of Art and entire Museum
district in University Circle. We have a jewel
in our Library Systems in the Cleveland Public
Library and Cuyahoga County Library systems.
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Lebanese
launched plans to add a Lebanese Garden to
the Cultural Gardens and I am involved with
completing the Lebanese Garden. I enjoy being
involved with the diverse organizations and
promoting understanding of my culture at vari-

Currently, the community has

ous events and meetings.

Why is Global Cleveland a great resource?
Global Cleveland brings various connections
through all the different communities and net-
working for various technical jobs. Through
understanding of each other’s successes and
obstacles, we can build a stronger society.

Why is it so important to welcome immi—
grants and refugees?

To build a strong road to our future, you must
construct a path that requires many elements to
fortify the road. It takes bricks and mortar, la-
bor and expertise, engineering and various oth-
er resources. If those elements are not orches-
trated properly, your road will collapse. Immi-
grants and refugees for generations have helped
in constructing this great country. Cleveland
was built on the backs of immigrants and
refugees. What makes us think we should do
nothing, but continue to grow and prosper to-
gether for generations to come?

What suggestions do you have to make
Cleveland a more welcoming community?
When we think of “culture shock” it occurs not
only for the immigrant, but it also occurs to the
general public. Understanding comes through
continually educating and providing communi-
ty outreach from the various commu nities to
the general public.




