W57 I A ARG ERIS R
B, eERRFEREMVESEAETE, Mk
ENYIE YNNI e N S U E S
RPEBASELF T o

ERIEREEE, RGN
2B, BEERE] THFZ A it
AR — R R E IR, B,
JRFERNZE, BT EABIEREYE?
A Pt - B AR AR I — (S R
HP AT AR — (BT HOAR A, B AL ERAT
RIDLSERT 2 R0 T, bl - R AR
RORBUN (LS , FIERRER, it T 1 —{iEL Ty
#:2016 F g E R FHEHLE R,
LG EA R — 388, BRAAR

The Thread that Binds Trump Supporters to the Philosophy of Gandhi

A Personal Perspective
Cynthia Marek Lundeen

I n a world now fraught with daily horrors, The Republican
National Convention has concluded without major incident,
a wonderful testament to the coterie of services providing secu-
rity in Cleveland, yet Mr. Trump’s acceptance speech, giving
voice to his supporters, has in some quarters been characterized
as dark and angry.

Interestingly, grandson of Mahatma Gandhi, Arun Gand-
hi, speaking at The City Club of Cleveland in 2015 stated that .
T B party, BRRTCREAHED his grandfather had compared anger to electricity: both are
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By Dianna Lu

One of the most fascinating statements during the convention came
from Ivanka Trump, who said “Like many of my fellow millenials, I do
not consider myself categorically Republican or Democrat. More than
party affiliation, I vote on based on what I believe is right, for my family
and for my country.”

This statement was particularly striking as people are often stereo-
typed, but Ivanka bravely noted that she makes her decisions based upon
¢ It what is best for her family and her country, and not partisan politics.
¥4 While Ivanka was speaking for her generation, interestingly, I found a

on Friday January 20, 2017, the American people can have the
weekend to celebrate the election of the winner, whoever that
may be, and on Monday, January 23, 2017 we can immediately
commence (i.e., “hit the ground running”) rebuilding our infras-
tructure which will also be symbolic of rebuilding our nation as a
whole.
While not everyone may have the talent
| number of older convention goers who reflected her views on this topic. . = . = . inclination for building, maintenance
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and repair, [ believe that working with
one’s own hands is sometimes looked up-
on rather dismissively, yet our virtual
world is entirely supported by the real
world. From satellites in the far flung
reaches of outer space to cable buried be-
neath the sea, every magical element of
our virtual world, every hologram, every
voice carried around the world, does so
through the physical objects created by re-
al people in the real world.

Rebuilding relationships is crucial as
well, and while many of Mr. Trump’s sup-
porters approve of his tone, saying that they are tired of polite
politicians who don’t keep their promises, I have encountered
supporters who admire his policies, yet none-the-less find some
of his rhetoric insulting.

Although many people may as children have learned the re-
frain “sticks and stones
may break my bones, but
names will never hurt me,”
in fact the very etymology
of the word “insult” re-

ment of his candidacy and Inauguration day. This is a signifi-
cant amount of time for anger to simmer, yet there is construc-
tive action which can be taken while we await the general elec-
tion.

Both Donald Trump and Bernie Sanders (who has not re-
ceived his party’s nomination)
have called attention to the ur-
gent need to rebuild U.S. in-
frastructure, therefore, I urge |
Mr. Trump to do the following:

Mr. Trump, please call |
upon all Americans, whether fel
or not they support you, to
consider educating themselves
to some degree in matters of
construction, even if at a level
of basic home repair. We will
tire family at heart. At | need capable individuals to fill
the end of the day, like I- | jobs rebuilding roads, bridges,
vanka, many voters will | buildings and up-grading utili-
search their minds and | ties et cetera, all of which are
hearts and vote based up- | jobs which must be performed
ontheir view of what | on sight. People can begin to
they believe is best for | educate themselves at little or no expense, by volunteering for
family and country. Habitat for Humanity, by reading or watching tutorials via the
internet, through library facilities or through classes given in lo-

O ver 50,000 people attended the Republican National Con-
vention in Cleveland last week. Whether you are in favor

veals why words are per-
ceived as painful. In the
English language, both the
word “insult” and “as-
sault” are derived from the
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Latin word “salire” mean-
ing to “jump,” thus people
who are insulted may feel
jumped upon. While it can
be helpful psychologically
to those on the receiving
end of an insult to grow a
“thicker skin” those on the
delivering end may wish to consider that people who feel jumped
upon are less likely to be receptive to a message, no matter how
cal communities. In my community, a not-for-profit, the Home beneficial that message may be. ) , o
1? ﬁl] Repair Resource Center, offers workshops for general home . Now that .Mr. Trump. has won his party' s nomlnatlon,. to
maintenance. win over skeptical voters in the general election, as the saying
— Such self-education will allow the American people to £80¢es, Mr. Trump may .need to ) “.mend some fencesj’ but Mr.
E productively and appropriately harness their anger for a positive TI.'ump is after all a bu%lder, so it is hoped that mending fences
purpose. Moreover, as Inauguration Day conveniently occurs will come naturally to him.
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