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O n a beautiful spring day when the

skies were blue and the wind was || =
calm, the Friends Social Club (JI_ & %F)
in Columbus held its March potluck and
lecture in the home of Dr. Lily Chou in
Galloway. Although she has only
moved to the Columbus area barely a
year ago, this was the second time she
had graciously hosted our meeting. Af-
ter a delicious potluck, Dr. Lily Chou,
concert pianist, was called on to per-
form two short pieces in the pentatonic
scale, on her Fazioli 7-ft. grand piano,
which wasmostly hand made in Venice.
She favored wus with Alexander
Tcherepnin's 2 Concert Etudes, "The
Lute" and "Homage to China." These

pieces made the piano sound like the Chinese
instruments, guzheng (%) and pi pa (EEE).
Ms. Pu Ying, founder and editor of the
bi-monthly Erie Chinese Journal was the fea-
tured speaker and gave a moving talk. She
drew on her experience of founding this news-
paper 15 years ago and how she made it a suc-
| cess through her indefatigable spirit, optimism,
faith, and hard work. Her maxim has always
been "turning work into joy." Although to
most people, being 6nanciallyresponsible and
in every other way to sustain a newspaper is-
suedtwice monthly would be a great burden
and chore, Ms. Pu handledit with aplomb. Be
it soliciting advertisement, gathering, writing,
and editing news, interviewing people, deliver-
ing the journal, etc. Ms. Pu has consistently
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maintained a high standard and a cheerful attitude. She has brought
the Chinese community in the greater Columbus area, Cleveland,
Cincinnati, and even Pittsburgh, New York, and Kentucky closer
through this journal. Her impact and contribution to the solidarity
of American-Chinese is incalculable. We are struck by her opti-
mism and faith, sheer good sense, and determination. She also
broached the subject of the generation gap and bringing up chil-
dren, drawing from her own experience to share with her audience
the art of learning to trust and pass the baton to our children. Her e;
ervescent personality and her personable style of delivery made the

afternoon <y by like a twinkling of an eye.
She invited the audience to share their expe- 'ﬁ TIJ
i flT

rience at the conclusion of her talk, to a most
enthusiastic response from the <oor. Every-
one leftthe meeting not only with a full stom-
ach but also a heart brimming with goodwill

and joy. (JERTHUf)

Kicks off third and final stage leading to the re—
lease of The First Dragon Global Chinese Cross

Cultural Exchange

A familiar and welcomed figure throughout the State of Ohio
and Northeastern America, Publisher Anne Ying Pu celebrat-

ed the 15 year anniversary of The Erie Chinese Journal and the 5th

Anniversary of Erie Cup, LLC, surrounded by family, friends and

community leaders on Sunday, March 12, 2017 at the Punch Bowl

Social in Cleveland, Ohio.

Among the guests honoring Anne Ying Pu at the 15™ anniver-
sary celebration were ITM Chairman & CEO, Jack Craciun III, and
other associates from ITM Ltd., where Anne Pu Ying sits on the
Board of Advisors of The First Dragon Ltd., and The First Dragon
Foundation Ltd., including: Dr. Rubin Cockrell, CEO of Positive
Image & Associates and a Founder /Vested Member of the Board
of Advisors of ITM’s The First Dragon Global Chinese Cross Cul-
tural Exchange & a Founder / Director of The First Dragon Foun-
dation Ltd.; Brandi Hunter, ITM (US)
Chief IT Advisor & Audio Visual
Content Director; David Van Horn,
ITM Social Media Content Production
& Management Director and Global
Business Advisor, and founder of The
Cleveland Writer’s Press and Group;
and Ed Sparks, ITM (US) Music Pro-
duction Advisor & Performing Artist.

Entertainment at the 15" an-
niversary celebration was provided by
Cleveland’s own  violinist —and
“hip-hope” artist, “Humble G The
Fiddla”, who originally was intro-
duced to Anne Ying Pu in 2015 by
Jack Craciun. Attendees were also
surprised with an impromptu perfor-
mance by P-Funk alumnus Ed “Dr.

Erie Chinese

Phrock” Sparks and Jack Craciun of “Made in Cleveland (TBT)”,
the title song from the second album of The First Dragon Music
Suite(s) , a trilogy of albums that tell the story of the birth and evo-
lution of Chinese culture. “Made in Cleveland (TBT)”, by Elek-
trikk Sparks with lyrics by Jack Craciun, merges thebeats and vibes
of Cleveland's Rock and Roll, Funk, and Hip Hop with the spirit of
Chinese music themes, while telling the true musical story of
Cleveland’s Rock & Roll heritage and how it changed the world.
“CLE Rock Spirit changed the world,
In “19”- Seven-0,
At that time we gave birth,
To Rockin FM Radio”
“Truth be Told”

The ECJ celebration was covered by celebrity videographer J.
T.Thomas of FashionTV News, whose background includes film-
ing the world’s biggest entertainers for the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Museun/ Hall of
Fame Series with Director Angelo LaMarco.
J.T., who has a long association with ITM
and ECJ, has covered over 450 of the world's
biggest artists from Al Green and Nile Rogers
to Grand Master Flash, Chuck D and Mandy
Moore.

Dr. Rubin Cockrell attended the fes-
tivities on the heels of his recent speaking en-
gagement at his alma mater, Cleveland’s
Benedictine High School, where he is a
member of the Board of Trustees, and their
15th Annual Blue & White Crystal Gala,
where over $100,000 was raised in scholar-
ships for Benedictine students. Chairman of
Benedictine’s Executive Board of Trustees,
Mr. Andy Smith, joined Dr. Cockrell to con-

gratulate Anne Ying Pu and celebrate
their upcoming association with ITM
and ECJ to work together to create
cross-cultural exchange programs for |
Benedictine and mainland Chinese stu-
dents.

In 2002, through hard work fu-
eled by her profound American / Chi-
nese entrepreneurial spirit, Anne Ying
Pu founded The Erie Chinese Journal
(ECJ), ), a bi-monthly Chinese and
English language newspaper with read-
erships throughout the Northeastern U-
nited States and globally through the
ECJ website, was established in 2002. |
The versatile and highly motivated
Anne Pu served as reporter, photogra-
pher, editor, publisher, ad salesman
and ECJ regional publication distribu-
tor.
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Fifteen years later, Anne Ying Pu’s ECJ is one of the most
highly respected non-mainland news media publications in China.
EC]J continues to grow and serve the Chinese and English speaking
community regionally and globally by providing a platform for tra-
ditional and contemporary cross-cultural exchangeswhile deliver-
ing local and national news stories relating to politics, business, ed-
ucation, entertainment, sports, healthy living and human interest in
both English and Chinese.

Today, Annie Pu Ying is a well-known and respected pres-
ence throughout the City of Cleveland and is active in numerous
organizations and cultural and social service philanthropic endeav-
ors. She can be found covering nearly every major event for ECJ,
both in and outside of the Chinese community. She is also Presi-

Journal Celebrates Fifteen

dent of Global Chinese Service, LLC.

In 2008 Anne Ying Pu and Jack joined
forces by establishing a globally focused
strategic alliance dedicated to market the
Culture of China to the world. As Jack
Craciun’s father had predicted in 1985, “by
' 2010, China will become the new number
, two economy on earth.”

A native of Cleveland, Ohio, Jack Craciun
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III is globally recognized China Specialist
(CNN News Hong Kong, “CNN Newsmak-
ers Special - China Specialist Jack Craciun
III") whose literally earth-shaking work in
the fields of FM Radio broadcasting, live
event and film/video productions, Media
{ communications, cross cultural exchange,

cross-over  artist  development, and
third-world market economic development,
has  consistently

and repeatedly re-
defined international consumer product
manufacturing and branding based on
defining new media networks and related
demographic groups to deliver new con-
sumer expendable income ratios. His
hallmark humanitarian endeavors and ini-
tiatives perpetuate the pioneering spirit of
his family name, “Craciun,” Romanian
for “Christmas.”

During his 30 years of global pio-
neering in the fields of broadcasting and
communications, Jack arrived inChina in
1985. He spent 20 years on the ground

Year Anniversary

pioneering in China before returning home to Cleveland, “The
Rock and Roll Capital of The World” to establish The First Dragon
Foundation Ltd. and complete production of The First Dragon Ltd.
Global Chinese Cross Cultural Exchange, a news and social media
driven non-fiction and mythological intellectual property branding
and consumer product merchandising and licensing enterprise.

Anne Ying Pu first met Jack Craciun in 2007 during an Asian
Leadership Luncheon with Cleveland Mayor Frank Jackson, where
Mr. Craciun addressed the forum. They learned very quickly of
their mutualinterest to market Chinese culture to the world. Her
dream to grow her newspaper into a global internet news, educa-
tion and entertainment media fell directly in line with ITM’s global
broadcasting and entertainment accomplishments and its present
Cleveland based enterprise, “The First Dragon Ltd.

The First Dragon enterprise, through ITM’s creation and pro-
duction of a phantasmagoria of unique proprietary cross-culturally
defined intellectual property content in the fields of fine art, Callig-
raphy, literature and music, will deliver the culture of China to the

world and, as in the past
! with the “British Invasion”
of fifty years ago, the de-
livery and success of the
cultural exchange will be
fueled from Cleveland, O-
s hio, the Rock & Roll Capi-
4 tal of the World, by merg-
ing Chinese musical cul-
ture and tradition with that
of the West.

The people of color,
The Roots uh Rock—&-—
Roll,

Like the birth of

mankind — we all lie,

In their DNA & soul;
“Heights High will hit Deep Blues”
Yo-British Invasion — sailed in,
On Muddy Waters DNA,

Put 3 trillion green backs into the EU,
And PRC today;

“Truth be Told”

The world’s population is now 7 billion, with half under the
age of 30. In the United States alone, expendable non-discretionary
income for 8 to 22 year olds is approximately $120 billion annual-
ly. ITM research has now defined and confirmed a new global de-
mographic with new and profound expendable income ratios that
never existed before in human history - the Asian population on
earth is now in excess of 4 billion people.

Since 2007, The Erie Chinese Journal has published over 28
feature stories covering the evolution of ITM’s pioneering work in
and around the world, including its 30 year focus on China that be-
gan in 1985.

ECJ’s 15th anniversary celebration kicks off the third and fi-
nal stage of intellectual property and eCommerce development pro-
ductions leading to the release of The First Dragon Global Enter-
prise.

The global strategic alliance established by Anne Ying Pu and
Jack Craciun has merged two significant business cultures in
Cleveland: The Erie Chinese Journal LLC. and Global Chinese
Service, LLC with ITM Ltd (Group), The First Dragon Global
Cross Cultural Exchange Enterprise, The First Dragon Foundation ,
The Future of Medicine, Inc , and The First Dragon Publishing Ltd.
are working together to educate and entertain a globe of humanity
while producing spectacular recognition and economic rewards,not
only for their venturers and service providers, but also for the City
of Cleveland, now recognized as the Rock and Roll Capital of the
World and The Medical Capital of the World,

By Lorinda Laughlin




