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Beyond Our Boundaries
by Andy Yu

In the month of august in 2017, about
100 students from around the United States at-
tended a youth conference with the name of
Beyond Our Boundaries. This program aimed
to make students active in both their communi-
ties and the political theatre. Over the four day
program, students gained new perspectives,
learned new knowledge, and had new experi-
ences. | am a student who attended this pro-
gram, and I can honestly say I feel more edu-
cated after coming out of this program. To me,
the Beyond Our Boundaries Summit has two
important aspects that make it successful; the
first is that it is very educational, and the sec-
ond is that it provides many new experiences
for students.
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The first important aspect of this pro-
gram is the many new things that we learned.
On two of the days of the program, we had
many different workshops that covered differ-
ent aspects of current day politics. In these
workshops, we learned about controversial is-
sues, present day problems, and more. On the
first day, I attended a workshop regarding how
art plays a role in current American politics,
and how it has in the past as well. We learned
about symbolism in art and how it is a power-
ful medium in which the people can be ad-
dressed. Signs and posters were also made in

preparation for the rally to be had on the fol-
lowing day. The second workshop of that day
was regarding toxic gaming culture, and how
many youth are negatively affected by a
put-down culture over the internet. We had a
detailed discussion regarding many online
games, sites, and activities that promoted this
hate culture. On the last day, we again had two
workshops. The first one I attended was a
group discussion regarding patriarchy in our
current society. In this talk we discussed things
regarding the wage gap, a rape culture, and
other controversial topics. The last workshop
was a class regarding self defense in order to e-
ducate us on details of fighting and violence.
We learned about the different types of self de-
fense, from the physical to the mental, and how
mental harm can come to you online as well. I
personally only attended these four, but there
were many available options for each individu-
al to learn about a variety of things. Another
aspect of education is the many things we
learned from our many new friends. We were
immersed in each other's culture and personali-
ty for the entire stay, and learned a lot about
other people as well. Overall, the many work-
shops as well as the day to day interactions ?
provided unique educational value to the sum-
mit.

Another extremely important aspect of
this program was the many new experiences
we gained. The most valuable experience oc-
curred on the second day of the summit. On

this day, nearly every single student and all the
adults took up signs and marched a couple of
blocks all the way down to Trump Tower to
protest at a rally. Along the way, many differ-
ent chants were shouted. These many chants
were loud and cast the fear of the students a-
side as they marched towards the protesting
grounds. We drew a lot of attention from
passersby, most of whom were in some degree
supportive of what we were doing. It is safe to
assume that most students have never been to a
protest or political rally before. For myself, it
was a first, and the experience was extremely
eye opening. All the student who held political
ideologies but never voiced them now found
themselves in front of Trump Tower at a politi-
cal rally protesting! Personally, I was a speaker
at the rally, which means I had an extra experi-
ence on top of the rally. Standing in front of a
large crowd giving a speech about President
Trumps immigration policies was very exhila-
rating. In addition to the rally, every single stu-
dent gained new experiences throughout the
program. Primarily, living in a hostel in down-
town chicago was a very unique situation, and
many students took full advantage of it by ex-
ploring. In addition, it was many student’s first
times at a program like this, so learning about
all these important but controversial issues was
new for them too. Finally, meeting so many
new people and making so many new friends
in such a short period of time was important to
many students. I myself met nearly everyone
who attended and every person was interesting.
By meeting all these new people and making
so many new friends, I expanded my world-
view that much more. Overall, the entire pro-
gram consisted of endless new experiences that
each of us will be keeping for the rest of our
lives.

In conclusion, the Beyond Our Bound-
aries summit was a tremendous success and [
would like to see it again in the future. By be-
stowing so much new knowledge and so many
new experiences upon all these students, it re-
ally played a role in their lives. The summit
was a great educational and experiential oppor-
tunity for each and every student that attended,
and it will be part of each of us students for the
rest of our lives.
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