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Zun Huang Lin with
his ALice Paul Award
for Consciousness
Raising

Zun Huang Lin, an
undergraduate student
studying economics at The Ohio State Uni-
versity, received the Office of Student Life’s
Alice Paul “Consciousness Raising” Award
at the first annual Civic Engagement Ban-
quet on September 15, 2014. He was nomi-
nated by Yolanda Zepeda, assistant provost
in the Office of Diversity and Inclusion, for
his dedication to raising consciousness in the
community and generating change around e-
ducational access and opportunity.

Although his sights were always set on
a college degree, Zun Lin’s journey to Ohio
State was not an easy one. Zun was hard
working, smart, and focused on education,
but as an undocumented youth, he found that
the door to a higher education was closed to

him. His hopes of attending a university were
renewed when Zun achieved Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) status,
which grants a deferral that enables youth to
study or work in the United States. However,
despite a strong academic record, years of
work experience, and engagement in volun-
teer service, Zun was twice denied admission
into Ohio State; he did not qualify as either a
domestic or an international applicant, and at
the time, Ohio State did not have a clear ap-
plication process for DACA grantees.
However, Zun was not ready to give up
his dream of attending college. He mustered
the courage to come out as an undocumented
immigrant, lending his voice to the advocacy
efforts of DREAM Activist Ohio. In June
2013, Zun and his fellow DREAM activists
presented to the Ohio Board of Regents a pe-
tition — with hundreds of signatures - that
sought in-state tuition rates. The following
day, the Board of Regents issued a statement

DACA Student Receives Award

approving in-state tuition for DACA
grantees. In response, Ohio State administra-
tors assembled a team to develop a process
for DACA grantees applying for admission,
and on his third attempt, Zun gained admis-
sion to The Ohio State University.

Zun continues to support efforts to cre-
ate a transparent admissions process for DA-
CA students. He has been instrumental in
sharing information with DACA student net-
works and the Office of Diversity and Inclu-
sion to increase access and support for DA-
CA students. The cost of in-state tuition pre-
sents a financial hardship for many because
they are not eligible for federal financial aid,
to pay for his tuition, Zun worked 70 hours a
week this summer. But he remains an active
advocate for support and services for DACA
students and has committed his leadership to
help the university become an inclusive and
welcoming destination for all DACA stu-
dents.

The Cleveland Foundation is currently

accepting applications for the 2018-19 Cleve-
land Foundation Public Service Fellowship.
The deadline to apply is February 20, 2018. If
you know a young leader who would make an
outstanding public servant, please share this
opportunity with them!

Launched in 2016, the Cleveland Foun-

dation Public Service Fellowship is a year-long
fellowship designed to give emerging young
leaders from across the country the experience,
networks, skills and support needed to launch a
successful career in public service.
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The 2018-19 fellowship cohort is
open to college graduates who earned their
undergraduate degrees between spring 2016
and spring 2018.

The fellowship offers a 12-month,
full-time paid placement at a selected pub-
lic sector agency in Cleveland, Ohio, pro-
viding meaningful career-related work ex-
perience. Benefits of the program include:

- A $31,000 salary with health benefits

- Participation in professional development
opportunities that prepare fellows for 21st
century public service

- A small cohort with individualized coach-
ing, supervision and support
- Immersion in the rich civic and cultural life
of Cleveland, with first-hand opportunities to
network and connect with a diverse array of
senior leaders, organizations and community
members

Meet the current cohort of fellows, and
learn more about the program, eligibility re-
quirements and application
process by visiting =
www.ClevelandFounda- =
tion.org/Fellowship. N II'
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