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and harsh. An estimated 500-1,000 Chinese railroad
workers lost their lives. But the Chinese workers

ible hardships and danger to
help complete one of the

most important pieces of in- persevered, and played a key role in building one of
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Railroad. Linking the Union Pacific Railroad who initiated this project noted that N 5 B

Pacific Railroad in the East,
with the Central Pacific
Railroad in the West, the
transcontinental railroad was
a seminal feat of engineer-
ing, innovation and man-

the early completion of the transcontinental railroad
was due in no small part to the “fidelity and indus-
try” of the workers of Chinese ancestry. In conquer-
ing the Sierra Nevada mountains, they proved that
no construction task was too daunting, too dangerous
or too difficult to master. This was despite the fact
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Proclamation power that was key to unleashing the economic

power of the United States.

The Central Pacific Railroad hired 15,000
workers, of which approximately 12,000 or more
were Chinese immigrants, to construct the western
portion of the transcontinental railroad. The intrepid

that many of the workers of Chinese ancestry could
not bring their families with them and did not have
the opportunity to become American citizens.

So on this day, May 10, 2019, commemorating
the sesquicentennial anniversary of the Golden Spike
celebration, it is my honor to pay tribute on behalf of
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tremendous contributions of the approximately
12,000 or more Chinese workers who braved incred-

miles of track so supply trains could make it
through. The conditions were merciless, dangerous

Chinese workers blasted and chiseled their way the United States of America to the Chinese workers % . NI S
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