Fudge, Kaptur Applaud USDA Approval of Ohio’s Pandemic EBT Proposal

WASHINGTON - Today, Reps. Marcia L.
Fudge (OH-11) and Marcy Kaptur (OH-9) ap-
plauded the U.S. Department of Agriculture (US-
DA) for approving the Ohio Department of Jobs
and Family Service’s proposal to operate a Pan-
demic Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) pro-
gram. As schools in the state remain closed in re-
sponse to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, ap-
proval of the Pandemic EBT program will enable
Ohio to provide an EBT card with the value of
missed school meals to families with children who
have lost access to free and reduced priced meals.

“With schools in Ohio closed through the
remainder of the school year, countless students
are at risk of going hungry as they have limited or
no access to daily, nutritious school meals,” said
Rep. Fudge. “School districts across the state are
working hard to deliver packed meals to students
and establish pickup sites, but these methods are
difficult to execute during a pandemic as partici-
pation remains low among students. The Pandem-
ic EBT program will provide schools with another
tool to fight childhood hunger, giving children and
their families continued access to healthy food
during this crisis.”

“Folks across Northern Ohio are struggling
as a result of COVID-19,” said Rep. Kaptur.
“Families are facing unprecedented food insecuri-
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ty, job loss, and grave uncertainty. We must en-
sure our children are protected and fed while
school programs begin to transition for the sum-
mer. Pandemic EBT is a critical source of fund-
ing to families to ensure children do not have to
miss a meal. I am pleased to work with Congress-

woman Fudge to
help Ohio’s families
during these harrow-
ing circumstances.”
Reps. Fudge and
Bobby Scott (VA-3),
Chairman of the Ed-
ucation and Labor
Committee,  intro-
duced the Pandemic EBT Act (H.R. 6200) on
March 11, 2020 to provide USDA with the author-
ity to approve state plans to provide emergency
benefits to households with children who would
have received free or reduced-price school meals

if not for the closure of their school due to the
public health emergency. The measure was subse-
quently included in the Families First Coronavirus
Response Act (H.R. 6201), which was enacted in-
to law on March 18, 2020.

On March 20, 2020, Reps. Fudge and Scott
sent a letter urging USDA to act swiftly to imple-
ment Pandemic EBT and give states flexibility to
tailor the program to best fit their needs during the
ongoing coronavirus pandemic. Since then, 24
states have been approved to operate the program.

Conor Fryer | Press Assistant/Legislative
Correspondent
Rep. Marcia L. Fudge (OH-11)
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Hong Zenisek is the Chinese teach-
er at Euclid High School, one of our Con-
fucius Classroom programs. This year,
she was nominated as a Claes Nobel Edu-
cator of Distinction, in recognition of her
impact as an educator, leader and role
model, by her student, Chrislynn Brown-
lee. Chrislynn is a member of the Nation-
al Society of High School Scholars.

For three years, Chrislynn studied
Chinese with Ms. Zenisek. She had no us
prior learning experience of Chinese lan-
guage before coming to Euclid Chinese
Level One. Still, during these three years,
she won a Third Place for Ohio Chinese
Essay Competition and a Third Place for
Ohio Chinese Speech Competition.

Ms. Zenisek has taught at Euclid
High School for four years. Previously,
the Confucius Institute at CSU estab-
lished the Chinese program at Euclid pri-
mary schools. Ms. Zenisek applied and
was granted the Confucius Classroom,
and has been a very active participant and
supporter for CI’s programs. She effec-
tively established and developed Chinese
programs at her High School, from
ground zero to today’s nearly a hundred
students in three levels. (Level Four will
start next year.)

She

competitions for
us to share our
learning experi-
ence and to gain
awards.
very helpful and
considerate and
pays attention to
each one of her
student's needs.
She is very fun and enjoyable to be around and does a
great job at her work. She has paved the way for me and
others in our language learning careers, which we will car-
ry with us forever. For such reasons like these is why I
nominate her for Educator of Distinction.

The Claes Nobel Educator of Distinction program is
named for the Chairman, Claes Nobel, senior member of
the family that established the Nobel Prizes. Mr. Nobel
strongly believes that educators play a pivotal—and un-

In nominating Ms. Zenisek for the Educator of Dis-
tinction,Chrislynn wrote:

Ms. Hong is very passionate about teaching her stu-
dents the Chinese language and culture and to strive for
their excellence.
sets  up
many activities
for us such as
Chinese
Year, and takes

New

many

She is

der-acknowledged—role in preparing students for success in
school and in life. In that spirit, we have created the Educator
of Distinction program to honor and reward exemplary teach-

ers, counselors and administrators.
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Dear ASIA Friends and Family,
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As the State of Ohio prepares
to phase back to a new normal in the
wake of COVID-19, it remains im-
portant to address the impact that
COVID-19 has had on Asians in O-
hio.

On Friday, May 15, 2020, at
Noon EST, ASIA will host a Virtual
Town Hall and we invite you to be
part of the conversation on these im-
portant issues.

Please register in advance for
this FREE and VIRTUAL event so
we can anticipate how many people
will be joining us.

You are invited to a Zoom
meeting.

Agenda fer May 15, 2020 at NOON - ASIA Virtual Tonm Hall ©ver Zoom

‘When: May 15, 2020 12:00 ® Inamduction of Special and'or Feanned Guests / Overview of Program
PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) (Huie Senator Tina Maharath - Legislaon Semate Ball 95 - co-sponsored by
Representabive Sicphisie Howse and Senator Vernoa Svkes

Register in advance for this
meeting: .
https://us02web.zoom.us/meet-
ing/register/tZItd-Cppz8iGdIOIL-
gaP3RqUSPoCdFwRCks

After registering, you will re-
ceive a confirmation email contain-
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