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Fighting COVID-19 Through Solidarity and Cooperation Building a Global Community of Health for All

Statement by H.E. Xi Jinping President of the People’s Republic of China

Dear Delegates,

To begin with, I wish to say that it is of signifi—
cant importance for this World Health Assembly
to be held at such a critical moment as the human
race battles this novel coronavirus.

What we are facing is the most serious global
public health emergency since the end of World
War II. Catching the world by surprise,
COVID—=19 has hit over 210 countries and re—
gions, affected more than seven billion people
around the world and claimed over 300,000 pre—
cious lives. I mourn for every life lost and express
condolences to the bereaved families.

The history of human civilization is one of
fighting diseases and tiding over disasters. The
virus does not respect borders. Nor is race or na—
tionality relevant in the face of the disease. Con—
fronted by the ravages of COVID—19, the inter—
national community has not flinched. The people
of all countries have tackled the virus head on.
Around the world, people have looked out for
each other and pulled together as one. With love
and compassion, we have forged extraordinary
synergy in the fight against COVID—19.

In China, after making painstaking efforts
and enormous sacrifice, we have turned the tide
on the virus and protected the life and health of
our people. All along, we have acted with open—
ness, transparency and responsibility. We have
provided information to WHO and relevant
countries in a most timely fashion. We have re—
leased the genome sequence at the earliest possible
time. We have shared control and treatment ex—
perience with the world without reservation. We
have done everything in our power to support
and assist countries in need.

Mr. President,

Even as we meet, the virus is still raging,
and more must be done to bring it under control.
To this end, I want to make the following pro—
posals:

First, we must do everything we can for

COVID—19 control and treatment. This is a most
urgent task. We must always put the people first,
for nothing in the world is more precious than
people’s lives. We need to deploy medical ex—
pertise and critical supplies to places where they
are needed the most. We need to take strong steps
in such key areas as prevention, quarantine, de—
tection, treatment and tracing. We need to move
as fast as we can to curb the global spread of the
virus and do our best to stem cross—border trans—
mission. We need to step up information sharing,
exchange experience and best practice, and pursue
international cooperation on testing methods,
clinical treatment, and vaccine and medicine re—
search and development. We also need to con—
tinue supporting global research by scientists on
the source and transmission routes of the virus.

Second, the World Health Organization
should lead the global response. Under the lead—
ership of Dr. Tedros, WHO has made a major
contribution in leading and advancing the global
response to COVID—19. Its good work is ap—
plauded by the international community. At this
crucial juncture, to support WHO is to support
international cooperation and the battle for saving
lives as well. China calls on the international
community to increase political and financial
support for WHO so as to mobilize resources
worldwide to defeat the virus.

Third, we must provide greater support for
Africa. Developing countries, African countries in
particular, have weaker public health systems.
Helping them build capacity must be our top pri—
ority in COVID—19 response. The world needs
to provide more material, technological and per—
sonnel support for African countries. China has
sent a tremendous amount of medical supplies and
assistance to over 50 African countries and the
African Union. Five Chinese medical expert
teams have also been sent to the African conti—
nent. In total, in the past seven decades, over 200
million people in Africa have received care and

treatment from Chinese medical teams. At pre—
sent, 46 resident Chinese medical teams are in
Africa helping with COVID—19 containment ef—
forts locally.

Fourth, we must strengthen global governance
in the area of public health. We human beings
will eventually prevail over the coronavirus. Yet
this may not be the last time a major health e—
mergency comes knocking at our door. In view
of the weaknesses and deficiencies exposed by
COVID—19, we need to improve the governance
system for public health security. We need to re—
spond more quickly to public health emergencies
and establish global and regional reserve centers of
anti—epidemic supplies. China supports the idea
of a comprehensive review of the global response
to COVID—19 after it is brought under control
to sum up experience and address deficiencies.
This work should be based on science and pro—
fessionalism, led by WHO and conducted in an
objective and impartial manner.

Fifth, we must restore economic and social de—
velopment. While working on an ongoing basis
to contain the virus, countries where conditions
permit may reopen businesses and schools in an
orderly fashion in observance of WHOs profes—
sional recommendations. In the meantime, inter—
national policy coordination
should be stepped up and the global industrial and
supply chains be kept stable and unclogged if we
are to restore growth to the world economy.

Sixth, we must strengthen international co—
operation. Mankind is a community with a shared
future. Solidarity and cooperation is our most
powerful weapon for defeating the virus. This is
the key lesson the world has learned from fighting
HIV/AIDS, Ebola, avian influenza, influenza A
(HIN1) and other major epidemics. And solidar—
ity and cooperation is a sure way through which

macroeconomic

we, the people of the world, can defeat this novel
coronavirus.

Mr. President,

China stands for the vision of building a
community with a shared future for mankind.
China takes it as its responsibility to ensure not
just the life and health of its own citizens, but also
global public health. For the sake of boosting in—
ternational cooperation against COVID—19, 1
would like to announce the following:

— China will provide US$2 billion over two
years to help with COVID—19 response and with
economic and social development in affected
countries, especially developing countries.

— China will work with the UN to set up a
global humanitarian response depot and hub in
China, ensure the operation of anti—epidemic
supply chains and foster “green corridors”
fast—track transportation and customs clearance.

— China will establish a cooperation mech—
anism for its hospitals to pair up with 30 African
hospitals and accelerate the building of the Africa
CDC headquarters to help the continent ramp up
its disease preparedness and control capacity.

— COVID—19 vaccine development and de—
ployment in China, when available, will be made
a global public good. This will be China’s con—
tribution to ensuring vaccine accessibility and af—
fordability in developing countries.

— China will work with other G20 members
to implement the Debt Service Suspension Initia—
tive for the poorest countries. China is also ready
to work with the international community to
bolster support for the hardest—hit countries under
the greatest strain of debt service, so that they
could tide over the current difficulties.

To conclude, I call on all of us to come to
gether and work as one. Let’s make concerted
efforts to protect the life and health of people in
all countries. Let’s work together to safeguard
planet Earth, our common home. Let’s work to—
gether to build a global community of health for
all!

for

I thank you!

Dear Yu Ping ;

The following article should be published in your paper.
Please refer to the attachment for the full text of speech
by President Xi Jinping at the 73rd World Health Assembly,

convened on May 18th, 2020.

In his speech, President Xi made the following announcement:
— China will provide US$2 billion over two years to help
with COVID—19 response and with economic and social de—
velopment in affected countries, especially developing coun—

tries.

— China will work with the UN to set up a global humani—
tarian response depot and hub in China, ensure the operation
of anti—epidemic supply chains and foster “green corridors” for

fast—track transportation and customs clearance.

— China will establish a cooperation mechanism for its hospi—
tals to pair up with 30 African hospitals and accelerate the
building of the Africa CDC headquarters to help the continent
ramp up its disease preparedness and control capacity.

— COVID—19 vaccine development and deployment in Chi—
na, when available, will be made a global public good. This
will be China’s contribution to ensuring vaccine accessibility

and affordability in developing countries.

— China will work with other G20 members to implement
the Debt Service Suspension Initiative for the poorest coun—
tries. China is also ready to work with the international com—
munity to bolster support for the hardest—hit countries under
the greatest strain of debt service, so that they could tide over

the current difficulties.
Anthony Yen

others as you

compassionate.

fected by, that lifeline to others.

stores or stock the shelves.

pends on the healthcare workers aiding the
sick and the researchers seeking a treatment

and a vaccine.

to fill a desperate shortage, or acknowledging
the sacrifice of essential workers who put

Every religion pro—
motes some form of the
Golden Rule - do unto

have them do unto you.
To treat others with the
respect or generosity we
ourselves would want is
fundamentally a call for
empathy, an exhortation
for us to feel the pain
and needs of others. It is a plea to behave in a
way that we ourselves would find just and

Empathy implies an interconnectedness
with others, and the pandemic has illuminat—
ed just how much we rely upon, and are af—
We could
not survive without those previously invisible
workers who transport food to our grocery
Our welfare de—

The pandemic has elicited remarkable
moments of selflessness and caring, whether it
. . . .
is serenading one’ s neighbors, sewing masks

would

and do think about others.

bringing great suffering to in—
dividual families, but it also
creates an immense responsi—
bility that we all bear.
Globally, the rapid spread
of the virus betrayed just how
meaningless are national bor—
ders. Problems occurring else—
where eventually become our
own. To solve global problems
like a pandemic, climate
change or economic collapse,
it is in our national interests to
collaborate with other coun—
While there are those
who will always act out of

tries.

themselves at risk to keep the rest of us fed
and healthy. Even if a stay—at—home order
was imposed, most have willingly sacrificed
to avoid harming the most vulnerable and
themselves. The vast majority of people have
risen to the challenge and shown they can

This pandemic is a chance to recognize
our inherent interdependence — whether on
a local, national or global scale. We’ve seen
that when the less fortunate in society are ill
or lack the insurance to pay for healthcare, it
literally affects us all. High unemployment is

self—interest, the rest of us must reject divi—
siveness and scapegoating that attempts to
exploit fear for political gain.

We must call upon our own country to
earnestly collaborate for the larger good just
as we ourselves are demonstrating that con—
cern on our own streets and in our own
cities. Let us approach with humility those
who have controlled the pandemic better and
seek their guidance. Let us share the knowl—
edge and the tools that have served us well.
Let us offer those in need what resources we
can spare. Let us have open and frank con—
versations about how to better
prepare for the next challenge.
Let us harness the world’s in—
genuity and collaborate with
China or any other country on
the development of solutions,
whether for this pandemic or
change. Let us
demonstrate that we have been
transformed by this cataclysmic
event and that we now under—
stand and embrace the inter—
connectedness that binds us all
together.

climate

Anthony Yuan Tai Yen




