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Wherever life takes you, we’re there.

Life is full of uncertainties and sometimes you need someone to help
guide you through it all. At the Hec Hixson Insurance Agency, we special-
ize in finding customized solutions for your financial and insurance needs.

We speak Chinese (Mandarin and Cantonese)

Amy Lee

Hec Hixson Insurance Agency

5530 State Rd., Ste. 6, Parma, Ohio 44134
216-965-0669; www.nationwide.com
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SOCIAL SERVICE OFFICES - www.asiaohio.org | @asiaohio

Cleveland: 3631 Perkins Avenue, Suite 2A-W, Cleveland, OH, 44114 (T) 216-881-0330 (F) 216-881-6920
We've Moved! Akron: 370 East Market, Akron, OH 44304 (T) 330-535-3263 (F) 330-535-3338
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS - www.ichcohio.org | @ichcohio

Walk-ins Welcome. Accepting New Patients. Call for Appointments.

We've Moved! 2999 Payne Avenue Suite 140, Cleveland, OH, 44114 (T) 216-361-1223 (F) 216-361-1568
Akron: 370 East Market Street, Akron, OH 44304 (T) 234-312-3607 (F) 234-312-3609
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DO NOT SPEAK ENGLISH AND HAVE A HEARING AT THE CLEVELAND MUNICI-
PAL COURT?

DON’T WORRY AND YOU CAN REQUEST AN INTERPRETER AT NO CHARGE !
Online; www.cmcoh.org/ INTERPRETER SERVICES / REQUEST AN INTERPRETER
Or call; 216-664-3952

Request as soon as possible to get an interpreter in court
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COVID-19 Update: Increases in Hospitalizations and Positivity Rate,
Counties of Concern, Nursing Home Visitation, Order Extension

(COLUMBUS, Ohio)— Ohio Governor Mike
DeWine today provided the following updates on O-
hio's response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
HOSPITALIZATIONS:

Last week was the first week of increasing
COVID-19 hospital utilization in Ohio after over two
months of decreasing utilization since late April. From
June 21, 2020, to June 27, 2020, Ohio had approxi-
mately 500 to 550 total COVID-19 patients in hospi-
tals statewide. This week, there are approximately 650
COVID-19 patients in hospitals statewide.

In comparison, the number of standard hospital
beds occupied by COVID-19 positive patients had
peaked in late April and early May at about 1,000 and
reached a low of 513 on June 20th.

"Thankfully, ICU and ventilator utilization at
the state level is still holding steady, but we are seeing
increases in some areas of the state, such as in the
Cleveland, Dayton, and Cincinnati areas," said Gover-
nor DeWine. "In other regions of the state, COVID-19
hospital occupancy had been declining but now ap-
pears to have leveled off."

Although COVID-19 utilization in hospitals is in-
creasing, there is still adequate overall capacity avail-
able across the state as of today. No region has
reached the concern threshold of 80 percent overall u-
tilization for ICU beds, however lessons of recent his-
tory in NYC, Houston, and Arizona indicate that this
can quickly change.

POSITIVITY RATE:

Governor DeWine explained that the increase
in positive COVID-19 cases is not fully due to Ohio's
increase in testing.

"Ohio's positivity rate has increased slightly as
our testing totals have increased,” said Governor
DeWine. "If the spread of this virus remained at a low
level, more testing should show a lower positivity.
The increase of our positivity rate, even as we are do-
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ing more testing, means that we are likely picking up
signs of broader community spread."
HAMILTON COUNTY:

At the end of May and into early June, Hamilton
County had an average of 30 cases per day per
100,000 people. As of this past week, the average new
cases per day in Hamilton County increased to ap-
proximately 100 cases per 100,000 people. Due to the
delayed diagnosis, these numbers may continue to
grow for this reporting period.

In addition, more people are visiting their doc-
tors and being diagnosed with COVID-19 in Hamilton
County more often. Between June 15 and June 22,
those numbers nearly doubled from 40 to 78 visits per
day.

In Hamilton County and the surrounding South-
western  Ohio  region, hospital utilization by
COVID-19 positive patients reached their lowest lev-
els of this epidemic during the first and second weeks
of June. Since then the number of COVID-positive pa-
tients being treated in standard hospital beds, ICU
beds, and on ventilators has started to increase. For
example, in Hamilton County, the number of
COVID-positive patients doubled from a low of 65
patients on June 11 to more than 130 patients this
weekend.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY:

In Montgomery County, there is a noticeable in-
crease in cases over the last month from an average of
about 10 cases a day at the end of May to about 40
cases a day in the most recent week. The community
is also experiencing early signs that more people are
seeking medical care for COVID-19 symptoms. For
example, outpatient visits in Montgomery County
grew from an average of nearly seven visits per day to
27.

For the hospitals in the West Central region, the
number of COVID-positive patients in standard hospi-

tal beds, ICUs, and ventilators has also doubled since
the first week of June. COVID-specific hospital uti-
lization is approaching levels not seen since the earlier
peak of the pandemic in April.

"To make sure we have enough hospital and ICU beds
to treat everyone who needs care, including those who
need emergency surgery, are in a car crash, or are suf-
fering from a stroke, we need the help of all Ohioans,"
said Governor DeWine. "I'm asking everyone, espe-
cially those in Hamilton, Montgomery, and surround-
ing counties, to redouble their efforts to social dis-
tance, wear a mask in public, and follow good
hand-washing protocols."

NURSING HOME VISITATION:

Governor DeWine announced that beginning Ju-
ly 20, 2020, nursing homes are permitted to begin out-
door visitation as long as all safety standards are met.

When assessing their readiness to permit outdoor
visitation, nursing homes should consider:

Case status in the surrounding community

Case status in the nursing home

Staffing levels

Access to adequate testing for residents and staff
Personal protective equipment supplies

Local hospital capacity

The decision to move forward with outdoor visi-
tation considered requests from families and residents
and the impact on the quality of life that a prolonged
loss of connection can have on an individual. The plan
was made in consultation with advocates and
providers in the aging and development disabilities
communities. Guidelines for visitation were jointly
developed by the Academy for Senior Health Sci-
ences, Leading Age Ohio, the Ohio Assisted Living
Association, the Ohio Health Care Association, and
the Ohio Medical Directors Association.

"We are confident that our approach provides
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each facility the flexibility needed to assess their
readiness to safely facilitate outdoor visitation and to
do so in a transparent way that keeps residents and
families informed," said Governor DeWine.

The order and related guidance will be made
available at coronavirus.ohio.gov. Questions may also
be directed to the State Long-Term Care Ombudsman,
an office within the Ohio Department of Aging, at
1-800-282-1206.

EXTENSION OF ORDERS:

Governor DeWine announced that he is extend-
ing existing health orders through this week as his ad-
ministration finalizes vital plans to help local schools
safely reopen, as well as plans to keep Ohioans
healthy and safe.

"These plans will take us into the next phase, a
distinct and different phase of continuing to keep Ohio
open as we head into the second half of 2020," said
Governor DeWine.

Details on this new phase are anticipated to be
released on Thursday.

CURRENT OHIO DATA:

There are 51,046 confirmed and probable cases
of COVID-19 in Ohio and 2,818 confirmed and prob-
able COVID-19 deaths. A total of 7,746 people have
been hospitalized, including 1,961 admissions to in-
tensive care units. In-depth data can be accessed by
visiting coronavirus.ohio.gov.

Ohio is offering free COVID-19 testing for all
residents at pop-up testing sites across Ohio. Pop-up
testing locations for June 29 - July 2 are listed below.

Video of today's full update, including versions
with foreign language translation, can be viewed on
the Ohio Channel's YouTube page.

For more information on Ohio’s response to
COVID-19, visit coronavirus.ohio.gov or call 1-
833-4-ASK-ODH.
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Dear Media Partner,

Over 91 million households have respond-
ed to the 2020 Census! We thank you for helping
us reach these numbers by continuing to publish
stories to encourage people to fill out the census.

Please use the attached document about
Updates to 2020 Census Operations for your next
issue/segment. The document outlines how and
when in-person outreach efforts will resume as
Census Bureau employees follow social distanc-
ing guidelines.

NOTE: This is not an advertisement; this is
news that will impact the community so please
share this with your editorial teams.

Please reach out with any questions that
you may have about today’ s announcement. Once
again, thank you for sharing much needed infor-
mation for our communities to gain accurate rep-

resentation through the 2020 Census.
Thank you,
TDW+Co PR
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Dear Readers,

After a serendipitous meeting between Ying
Pu, publisher of this newspaper and John May, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Sandusky Area Maritime
Association and curator of the Maritime Museum
of Sandusky, she began to ponder what lessons of
history this specialized museum may have to offer
us today and to the wider world. Particularly in-
trigued as Mr. May, a former officer in the Marine
Corps, had spent time both living and studying in
China, she suggested we meet with him at the mu-
seum for a conversation. While the rich history
provides more insights than can be covered here,
we hope that you will enjoy this sampling of some
of the highlights:

Surprising Connections can
Link Humanity, both Literally

and Figuratively
(or, You Can Get There from Here)

In our day of air travel, it’s hard to image
that Sandusky, Ohio, a small mid-western town on
the shores of Lake Erie has been an important
gateway to the world, but indeed, Mr. May ex-
plains, from the waterways of Sandusky it is possi-
ble to travel by ship all the way to China. He de-
scribes a journey from Lake Erie through the
Welland Canal to Lake Ontario, connecting to the
St. Lawrence Seaway, the St. Lawrence River and
then sailing into the Atlantic Ocean. From there
he stated, China is only three oceans away -~ and
here we had our first lesson of history: a long, ar-
duous journey requiring patience does not equate
with impossible and can be a metaphor for other
difficult endeavors we face in life.

Indeed, people as well as cargo of the 1800s
traveled these waterways, which were the super-
highways of that day, allowing towns and industry
to spring up along the Great Lakes. A synergy de-
veloped between various industries, with timber
being harvested to build ships for pleasure, com-
merce and fishing, and also to create barrels to
store the fish, with ice being harvested from the
frozen lake in the winter to preserve the fish.
While the lumber, shipping and fishing industries
are still alive today, are you asking: “What is ice
harvesting?” This leads us to our next lesson of
history.

The More Things Change, the More
They Stay the Same

While a present-day refrigerator/freczer of-
ten has an ice dispensing feature, this is a relatively
new luxury in the history of humankind. In the era
preceding modern refrigeration technology, San-
dusky, with its consistently cold winters, was
well-known and highly regarded for its high-quali-
ty ice, harvested from Lake Erie. In the late 1800s,
hundreds of railroad cars per day were filled with
ice to be shipped across the U.S. There were spe-
cific jobs tied to the ice industry, with those who
cut the ice, those who moved the ice through the

canals, those who stored the ice in ice houses
which could remain frozen for up to three years,
and those who delivered the ice.

The advent of the first gas operated ice cut-
ting machine in the early 20 th century eliminated
work for many of the manual ice cutters, and of
course, modern refrigeration was the death knell
for the entire industry.

We see parallels today as e-
conomists tell us we are now in the
Fourth Industrial Revolution, with
many people losing employment
due to technological advances.
These changes are occurring at an
ever-increasing rate, thus the ques-
tion to ask is not whether techno-
logical advances will continue to
eliminate some jobs, but how will
society respond to smooth the
transition, so that no one is left be-
hind?

Sandusky’s Role in the
Underground Railroad

Sandusky played
a substantial role in
the Underground
Railroad, which was |
not a literal railroad, |
but rather a network
of safe houses run by
abolitionists to help
enslaved people es- |
cape. Crossing the O-
hio River represented
a first step toward
freedom although it
wasn’t the ultimate
goal, for while the
northern states were
free, the laws of the
country at that time
allowed for escapees
to be captured and re- |
turned to the south.
As Canada had abol-
ished slavery, San- |
dusky, situated on the
west end of Lake Erie, |
was in an important
geographic position to
assist  escapees  to
cross the waters into W
Canada.  Oftentimes ||
abolitionists ~ would
pay for passage on the |
ships.  Anti-slavery
sewing societies e-
merged to  make
wardrobes to replace
the lower quality
clothing of escapees.

A special exhibit at the museum pays tribute
to Sandusky’s contributions, and includes two
characters from Harriet Beecher Stowe’s novel
Uncle Tom’s Cabin, which heightened awareness
of the cruelty and inhumanity of slavery. Harriet
Beecher Stowe herself had a connection to San-
dusky as she had a cousin living there. Her charac-
ter, Uncle Tom, was based upon Josiah Henson,
who made his escape with his fam-
ily through Sandusky ultimately
reaching Canada.

While we witness today the horri-
fying legacy of slavery which has
spawned a movement, not only in
the U.S., but globally, we are also
heartened by the legacy of the abo-
litionists to leave no person behind
as a member of the human race.

New Life Arising from Tragedy

A discussion of Sandusky Bay
would not be complete without in-
cluding Cedar Point, notes Mr.
May. A resort des-
tination and one of
the oldest operat-
ing amusement
- parks in the U.S., it
. once saw graceful
steamers traversing
the waters bringing
| vacationers  and
tourists to enjoy
| the summer plea-
| sures and relax-
4 ation it had to of-
fer. The epony-
mous A. G Boeck-
ling was one of the
most beloved
fll steamers, named
b for and by the busi-
nessman of Ger-
man descent whose
novel ideas
brought  national
recognition and ac-
claim to Cedar
Point.

Christened in the
waning years of the
Belle Epoque and
operating until the
early 1950s, the
sidewheel steamer
was a source of
fond memories for
those who grew up
in the Sandusky
area during those
i times, from re-

membrances of class outings to perhaps a first kiss
or engagement. When eventually taken out of ser-
vice and suffering the rather ignominious fate of
becoming a floating warehouse, a group of enter-
prising people raised money and formed an organi-
zation to restore the historic ship and bring it
home. Mr. May then revealed the sad fact that the
cherished steamer was destroyed by vandals during
the restoration process, bringing an end to the
dream. However, he noted, often when a window
shuts, a door opens and a generous gift of the funds
intended for the restoration along with a host of ar-
tifacts where donated to the then newly formed
Sandusky Area Maritime Association. The A.G.
Boeckling may be gone, but it is not forgotten, its
history representing the golden age of steamship
passenger service lives on through theater screen-
ings and tales told at the Maritime Museum of
Sandusky.

Epilogue

While a highly specialized museum with so
much fascinating history of its own to celebrate,
Ying Pu and I also found so much to relate to the
world at large. Mr. May noted that from his own
experiences in China and those of his military
comrades serving in such diverse locations as
Yemen, Poland, Croatia and Russia, he believes
that fundamentally people want the same things, to
experience the same freedoms and to make choices
to create fulfilling lives for themselves and their
families. While relations between governments
may become strained, these common human de-
sires can form a bond of understanding among
people.

Of particular interest was Mr. May’s obser-
vation that he saw a level of patience in China
which he believes is born of its 5,000 years of
recorded history which is not generally seen to an
equal degree in the west.

On a lighter note, for my part, as a millinery
designer, I especially related to the ice harvesters,
considering that my area of interest was essentially
out of vogue before I was born! In a somewhat
surreal and remarkable tribute to the ice harvesters
of yore, several days after visiting the museum, I
discovered a large formation of ice in my cooler
which amusingly resembled a penguin and is pic-
tured here.

For your own unique and memorable experi-
ence, Ying Pu and I highly recommend a visit to
the Maritime Museum of Sandusky https://www.
sanduskymaritime.org/

As an added bonus, the museum’s annual
fundraiser, the Big Splash Raffle is being held Au-
gust 14 and 15, 2020 with $250,000.00 in cash and
prizes. Tickets can be purchased over the phone at
419-624-0274, or in person or by mail at The Mar-
itime Museum of Sandusky 125 Meigs Street San-
dusky Ohio 44870 Full details are available at
https://www.bigsplashraffle.com/

—Cynthia Marek Lundeen
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