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Nationwide’

Wherever life takes you, we’re there.

Amy Lee
Hixson & Malinowski Agency

5530 State Rd. Ste 1,

Parma, OH 44134.

216-965-0669; www.nationwide.com

Products underwritten by Nation:
nsur:

of Nationwide Mutual Inst

wide Mutual Tns
Comp ny o Nationwide Lf dA 11 nce Comy

AUTO | LIFE | BUSINESS

C mpany and Affiliated Compan
mpany, Columbus 01 * Natio
¢ Company. 5018 Natiomide CPC- ~0435A0 (09/17) 7897739

H)chFF : Columbus, OH 43215. Lf
dNtnvwd]OY r Side, dthNt

We speak Chinese (Mandarin and Cantonese)

ued by Natio
wide N 1 dEg,I

Life is full of uncertainties and sometimes you need someone to help
guide you through it all. At the Hec Hixson Insurance Agency, we special-
ize in finding customized solutions for your financial and insurance needs.
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Tel: 216-459-8862; Fax:216-459-8863
7325 North CIiff Ave, Brooklyn, OH 44144
www.kintarooh.com

3111 Westgate Mall.Suite A128.Fairview Park. Oh. 44126
Tel:216-912-8196
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS Z0OO

4
Cleveland Clinic
Children’s

Wednesdays - Sundays
Now through August 23"

« Over 70 lantern displays
» Live performances
» Animals from around the world

"Excluding August 7

Purchase tickets in advance and save at FutureForWildlife.org/lanterns noe

SOCIAL SERVICE OFFICES - www.asiaohio.org | @asiaohio
Cleveland: 3631 Perkins Avenue, Suite 2A-W, Cleveland, OH, 44114 (T) 216-881-0330 (F) 216-881-6920
We've Moved! Akron: 370 East Market, Akron, OH 44304 (T) 330-535-3263 (F) 330-535-3338
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS - www.ichcohio.org | @ichcohio
Walk-ins Welcome. Accepting New Patients. Call for Appointments.

We've Moved! 2999 Payne Avenue Suite 140, Cleveland, OH, 44114 (T) 216-361-1223 (F) 216-361-1568
Akron: 370 East Market Street, Akron, OH 44304 (T) 234-312-3607 (F) 234-312-3609
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i& £ #8 :www.cmcoh.org/ INTERPRETER SERVICES /
REQUEST AN INTERPRETER

HBE:216-664- 3952 ‘HE'I?& 58— Ziﬁf’ﬁﬁg!

DO NOT SPEAK ENGLISH AND HAVE A HEARING AT THE CLEVELAND MUNICI-
PAL COURT?

DON’T WORRY AND YOU CAN REQUEST AN INTERPRETER AT NO CHARGE !
Online; www.cmcoh.org/ INTERPRETER SERVICES / REQUEST AN INTERPRETER
Or call; 216-664-3952

Request as soon as possible to get an interpreter in court
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Dear Rich,

help in completing the application for

Community to receive information with

reliable information to protect against

Sincerely,
Ying Pu, Publisher, Erie Chi—
nese Journal

Dear Sirs and Mesdames,

I am writing to express my
gratitude to Facebook for award-
ing a COVID-19 Local News Re- |
lief Fund Grant to the Erie Chi- == -
nese Journal, which is both a print |
and on-line publication. As pub-
lisher of the Erie Chinese Journal
which has been in operation since
2002 with headquarters in Cleve-
land, I am most appreciate as this
grant was an important compo- |
nent in the survival of this publi-
cation during the great uncertainty
associated with the current pan-
demic era.

This grant has allowed us to
deliver vital news with respect to
COVID-19 to assist our reader-
ship’s understanding of how to
protect themselves, their families
and their communities. We are

I am so very grateful to you for your

Facebook Covid-19 Grant. This grant has
been crucial to the ability of the Erie Chinese
Journal to provide accurate and helpful news
and information during this era of pandemic.
Your efforts made it possible for the Asian

spect to food and rental assistance as well as

coronavirus. Below is a copy of the email I
sent to Facebook to express my appreciation.

also employing Chinese WeChat to deliver
the stories, sending email newsletters, as well
as mailing the print newspapers to the reader.
Additionally, we were able to up-date our
newspaper racks.

I truly appreciate having been awarded
this grant and the ability it provides to keep
my readership informed particularly during
these challenging times. I will continue
working hard to ensure that readership turns
to the Erie Chinese Journal as a re liable,
trusted source of information.

the

re-

the

With great appreciation,
Ying Pu, Publisher, Erie Chinese Journal
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Coit Road Farmers Market
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Countryside
Farmers
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FH I 568 SR 7 B8 R 17 10 5 45 T 7F Highland
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AINEE
Hitik:4040 Riverview Rd., Peninsula
AF[1:9 a.m.-noon Saturdays, June 27-Oct. 31
494F:countrysidefoodandfarms.org
Farmers Market of Medina County
JEL R AR AR ISR 40 A kg
SREETE MDY VEW BB 5137 Hh, B ZSHID
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FF:9 am.-1 p.m. JHX, 5 H 23-10 H 31

Hb 1l :Medina VEWPost 5137, 3916 Pearl Rd.,
Medina

4495 farmersmarketofmedina.com

Frostville Farmers Market
FrostvilleMuseum 7T & Z= ) f- 1 2 1] 7< A0
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Zk frostvillefarmersmarket.com

- Garfield Culinary

§ Farmers Market
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Hb 25 :4803 Turney Rd.,
- Garfield Heights

wo [1F[1:4-7 p.m. A=
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com

Geauga Fresh Farmers Market
BT 2002 4 BEE RS (L SR O
IRERATER S
Hb 25 :5205 Chillicothe Rd., South Russell (sum-
mer market)
B9F[E):9 a.m.- 41,
7.5 A9 H——10 A17H
Fb2:16540 Chillicothe Rd., Chagrin Falls
(winter market)
443k geaugafarmersmarket.com
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Good Earth Urban Farm Stand
oo, K1 K 5 75 H] /Y Good EarthUrban Farm

Stand FRALA IR A5 2, BEE L 5=

H1%5:9600 Madison Ave., Cleveland

AR

N -4pm. JERS H-10 H

3-7pm. J&—,5 H -10 A 3-7 p.m. JHPU, &4

45k goodearth.today

Kamm’s Corners Farmers Market
EEER 14 FHEEER ST

THYENEERHREAER CVS W)Lz E

) Kamm's Corners f2 & 1745, {EREARTR AR

THAM, BE TS EAIGY T2 WA E 7

WESET BTSRRI R O B B

10 am.-1 pm.JE H,6 A 14-10 A 11,

HO11E: 16906 Albers Ave., Cleveland

493ki-westparkkamms.org/market

(Photo by Ann Norman, special to cleveland.

com)Z&]Fi:Cleveland.com

B’Z‘ﬁ%ﬁ{lﬁﬁﬁ Zero Below Ice Cream
Hilik:1844 Conventry Rd,

Cleveland Hts, OH, 44106
HAE:216-810-6868
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Statement from U.S. Census Bureau Director Steven Dillingham:
Delivering a Complete and Accurate 2020 Census Count

AUGUST 3, 2020 — The U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau continues to evaluate its opera-
tional plans to collect and process 2020
Census data. Today, we are announcing
updates to our plan that will include enu-
merator awards and the hiring of more em-
ployees to accelerate the completion of da-
ta collection and apportionment counts by
our statutory deadline of December 31,
2020, as required by law and directed by
the Secretary of Commerce. The Census
Bureau’s new plan reflects our continued
commitment to conduct a complete count,
provide accurate apportionment data, and
protect the health and safety of the public
and our workforce.

Complete Count: A robust field data

collection operation will ensure we receive
responses from households that have not
yet self-responded to the 2020 Census.
We will improve the speed of our count
without sacrificing completeness. As part
of our revised plan, we will conduct addi-
tional training sessions and provide awards
to enumerators in recognition of those who
maximize hours worked. We will also
keep phone and tablet computer devices
for enumeration in use for the maximum
time possible.

We will end field data collection by
September 30, 2020. Self-response options

AUGUST 03, 2020

will also close on that date to permit the
commencement of data processing. Under
this plan, the Census Bureau intends to
meet a similar level of household respons-
es as collected in prior censuses, including
outreach to hard-to-count communities.

Accurate Data and Efficient Process-
ing: Once we have the data from self-re-
sponse and field data collection in our se-
cure systems, we plan to review it for com-
pleteness and accuracy, streamline its pro-
cessing, and prioritize apportionment
counts to meet the statutory deadline. In
addition, we plan to increase our staff to
ensure operations are running at full capac-
ity.

Flexible Design: Our operation re-
mains adaptable and additional resources
will help speed our work. The Census Bu-
reau will continue to analyze data and key
metrics from its field work to ensure that
our operations are agile and on target for
meeting our statutory delivery dates. Of
course, we recognize that events can still
occur that no one can control, such as addi-
tional complications from severe weather
or other natural disasters.

Health and Safety: We will continue
to prioritize the health and safety of our
workforce and the public. Our staff will
continue to follow Federal, state, and local

guidance, including providing appropriate
safety trainings and personal protective e-
quipment to field staff.

The Census Bureau continues its work
on meeting the requirements of Executive
Order 13880 issued July 11, 2019 and the
Presidential Memorandum issued July 21,
2020. A team of experts are examining
methodologies and options to be employed
for this purpose. The collection and use of
pertinent administrative data continues.

We are committed to a complete and
accurate 2020 Census. To date, 93 million
households, nearly 63 percent of all house-
holds in the Nation, have responded to the
2020 Census. Building on our successful
and innovative internet response option, the
dedi cated women and men of the Census
Bureau, including our temporary workforce
deploying in communities across the coun-
try in upcoming weeks, will work diligent-
ly to achieve an accurate count.

We appreciate the support of our hun-
dreds of thousands of community-based,
business, state, local and tribal partners
contributing to these efforts across our Na-
tion. The 2020 Census belongs to us all. If
you know someone who has not yet re-
sponded, please encourage them to do so
today online at 2020census.gov, over the
phone, or by mail.

PRESS RELEASE

E RELEASE | 202-B43-8414

Governor’s Appointments for August 12, 2002

(COLUMBUS, Ohio)—Ohio Governor Mike
DeWine has made the following appointments:
*Janice H. Buchele of Toledo (Lucas Co.) has
been appointed to the Real Estate Appraiser Board
for a term beginning August 12, 2020, and ending
June 30, 2021.

*Paul M. Kelley of Waverly (Pike Co.) has been
appointed to the State Dental Board for a term be-
ginning August 14, 2020, and ending April 6,
2024.

*Thomas E. Nye of Hamilton (Butler Co.) has
been reappointed to the State Vision Professionals
Board for a term beginning August 11, 2020, and
ending March 22, 2023.

*James H. Cottle of Westerville (Delaware Co.)
has been appointed to the Dentist Loan Repay-
ment Advisory Board for a term beginning August
12,2020, and ending January 28, 2022.
*Constance E. Hausman of Medina (Medina Co.)
has been appointed to the Forestry Advisory
Council for a term beginning August 12, 2020,
and ending February 27, 2022.

* Justin Pa ez of Columbus (Franklin Co.) has
been appointed to the Ohio Collaborative Com-
munity-Police Advisory Board for a term begin-
ning August 12, 2020, and ending April 29, 2023.
*Robin S. Engel of Cincinnati (Hamilton Co.) has
been reappointed to the Ohio Collaborative Com-
munity-Police Advisory Board for a term begin-
ning August 12, 2020, and ending April 29, 2023.
* Anthony R. Podojil of Painesville Twp. (Lake
Co.) has been reappointed to the Ohio Retirement

Study Council for a term beginning July 1, 2020,
and ending Jun 30, 2023.

* Charles DeJonckheere of Cincinnati (Hamilton
Co.) has been reappointed the Materials Manage-
ment Advisory Council for a term beginning July
2,2020, and ending July 1, 2023.

*Jennifer Fenderbosch of Avon Lake (Lorain Co.)
has been reappointed the Materials Management
Advisory Council for a term beginning July 2,
2020, and ending July 1, 2023.

* Alexander T. Boehnke of Columbus (Franklin
Co.) has been reappointed the Materials Manage-
ment Advisory Council for a term beginning July
2,2020, and ending July 1, 2023.

* Reginald A. Wilkinson of Columbus (Franklin
Co.) has been appointed to The Ohio State Uni-
versity Board of Trustees for a term beginning Au-
gust 12, 2020, and ending May 13, 2029.

* Elizabeth A. Harsh of Radnor (Delaware Co.)
has been appointed to The Ohio State University
Board of Trustees for a term beginning August 12,
2020, and ending May 13, 2029.

*QGregory W. Stype of Upper Arlington (Franklin
Co.) has been reappointed to the State Council on
Uniform State Laws for a term beginning August
12,2020, and ending June 5, 2023.

*Tommie Jo Brode of Stow (Summit Co.) has
been reappointed to the Self-Insuring Employers
Evaluation Board for a term beginning August 23,
2020, and ending August 22, 2024.

* Jeffrey E. Samuelson of Cincinnati (Hamilton
Co.) has been reappointed to the Board of Build-

ing Standards for a term beginning August 12,
2020, and ending October 13, 2023.

*Jeffrey Tyler of Springfield (Clark Co.) has been
appointed to the Board of Building Standards for a
term beginning August 12, 2020, and ending Oc-
tober 13, 2023.

*Kathryn L. Brod of Columbus (Franklin Co.) has
been appointed to the Alzheimer’s Disease and
Related Dementias Task Force for a term begin-
ning August 12, 2020, and continuing at the plea-
sure of the Governor.

*Peter Van Runkle of New Albany (Franklin Co.)
has been appointed to the Alzheimer’s Disease
and Related Dementias Task Force for a term be-
ginning August 12, 2020, and continuing at the
pleasure of the Governor.

*Jean Thompson of Columbus (Franklin Co.) has
been appointed to the Alzheimer’s Disease and
Related Dementias Task Force for a term begin-
ning August 12, 2020, and continuing at the plea-
sure of the Governor.

* Joseph Russell of London (Madison Co.) has
been appointed to the Alzheimer’s Disease and
Related Dementias Task Force for a term begin-
ning August 12, 2020, and continuing at the plea-
sure of the Governor.

*E. Douglas Beach of Northfield (Summit Co.)
has been appointed to the
Alzheimer’s Disease and Related
Dementias Task Force for a term
beginning August 12, 2020, and
continuing at the pleasure of the

Governor.

*Varun Mahajan of Powell (Delaware Co.) has
been appointed to the Alzheimer’s Disease and
Related Dementias Task Force for a term begin-
ning August 12, 2020, and continuing at the plea-
sure of the Governor.

* Bonnie K. Burman of New Albany (Franklin
Co.) has been appointed to the Alzheimer’s Dis-
case and Related Dementias Task Force for a term
beginning August 12, 2020, and continuing at the
pleasure of the Governor.

*Trey Addison of New Albany (Franklin Co.) has
been appointed to the Alzheimer’s Disease and
Related Dementias Task Force for a term begin-
ning August 12, 2020, and continuing at the plea-
sure of the Governor.

*Melissa A. Schiffel of Galena (Delaware Co.)
has been appointed to the Alzheimer’s Disease
and Related Dementias Task Force for a term be-
ginning August 12, 2020, and continuing at the
pleasure of the Governor.

*Lori Stevic-Rust of Chesterland (Geauga Co.)
has been appointed to the Alzheimer’s Disease
and Related Dementias Task Force for a term be-
ginning August 12, 2020, and continuing at the
pleasure of the Governor.

*Jennifer K. Blough of Dublin (Franklin Co.) has
been appointed to the Alzheimer’s Disease and
Related Dementias Task Force for a term begin-
ning August 12, 2020, and continuing at the plea
sure of the Governor.
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Murray Energy’s limited disclosures on Ohio conspiracy case leave big questions unanswered

The for-profit corporate structure of Hardworking Ohioans, Inc. and other groups precludes transparency on how companies use money to influence energy policy.
By Kathiann Kowalski

This article provided by Eye on Ohio, the
nonprofit, nonpartisan Ohio Center for Journal-
ism, in partnership with the nonprofit Energy
News Network. Help us provide more public ser-
vice reporting by joining our free mailing list or
the mailing list for the Energy News Network.

While an Ohio-based coal company has
contributed $100,000 to an organization that may
have been involved in an alleged bribery operation
to pass a power plant bailout law last year, compa-
ny officials said in a bankruptcy filing that they
don’t know how the money was spent.

A bankruptcy court ruled last week that
Murray Energy can move ahead to seek approval
of its reorganization plan, subject to a representa-
tion that its officers and directors have no knowl-
edge about how money it gave to a dark money or-
ganization might have been used to promote the
Ohio coal and nuclear bailout law at the heart of a
federal conspiracy case.

The ruling is a partial victory for environ-
mental and citizen groups, who had objected to a
more limited disclosure statement proposed by
Murray Energy and its related debtors on Aug. 6.
But creditors or others can’t independently verify
that statement or dig into other questions about the
extent to which the company may have spent
funds to influence Ohio energy policy.

“If we do not have the ability to verify, we
should not trust,” said Catherine Turcer, executive
director of Common Cause Ohio, paraphrasing a
Russian proverb.

Murray Energy has been identified as
“Company B” in the federal government’s July
21 complaint, which alleges that $100,000 was
wired from a company to “Dark Money Group 1”
on Oct. 26, 2018. Murray Energy’s bankruptcy
filings show a $100,000 cash contribution that day
to Hardworking Ohioans, Inc. That organization,
which is registered as a for-profit corporation, al-
legedly spent $1.5 million on political ads sup-
porting Republican candidates in 2018.

Murray Energy did not respond to a request
for comments for this article.

The Environmental Law & Policy Center, O-
hio Environmental Council, and Ohio Citizen Ac-
tion had asked Bankruptcy Judge John Hoffman,
Jr., to require disclosures about Murray Energy’s
possible involvement in the federal case. Murray
Energy’s Aug. 6 filing stated that the case had
been filed, that so far it was unaware of contacts
with the authorities that had filed the complaint,
and that it had previously disclosed all gifts and
charitable contributions.

Criminal charges against the company gener-
ally would not be wiped out by bankruptcy, so
they might impair the financial viability of the re-
organized company. That information could be
important to creditors, the environmental and citi-
zen groups stressed.

Moreover, if the government should bring
criminal charges, Murray Energy might be unable
to complete its mine closure obligations, the
groups argued. If that happened, the state fund set
up as a backstop lacks sufficient money to cover
the estimated costs of more than $200 million for
that work.

It’s unclear whether those liabilities will be
discharged in bankruptcy — and thus limited to
the reorganized company’s assets going forward.

“The question is still before the court, and
we will object to the plan on the grounds that it is
not feasible and does not comply with federal
law,” said attorney Margrethe Kearney at the En-
vironmental Law & Policy Center. Ohio’s current
bond pool has never been approved under the Sur-
face Mining Control & Reclamation Act, she ex-
plained.

What’s disclosed — and what’s not

The revised statement required by Judge
Hoffman’s Aug. 7 order specifically notes the
payment to Hardworking Ohioans, Inc. It also says
that, to date, Murray Energy and its affiliated
debtors and their officers and directors “have no
further knowledge regarding how Hardworking O-
hioans Inc. spent the contribution.”

That representation raises the question of
why the company paid $100,000 to the organiza-

tion. Because Hardworking Ohioans is set up as a
for-profit corporation, there’s no way to find out
who its directors and officers were, unless that
company voluntarily discloses the information.

J. Anthony Kington, the attorney who signed
for Taft Service Solutions Corp. as the Hardwork-
ing Ohioans’ incorporator and agent for service,
has not responded to a request for comment.

The bankruptcy court’s required disclosure
statement also calls only for Murray Energy to in-
dicate whether it had communications from au-
thorities about the federal criminal case. It does
not require any statements about communications
the coal company, its officers or directors may
have had with the defendants named in that case,
including Ohio Rep. Larry Householder, a Repub-
lican from Glenford.

There have at least been some contacts over
the years, although topics of any discussions are
unknown. For example, an attendee list from an
executive roundtable at a 2015 conference for Re-
publican governors shows both defendant Jeff
Longstreth and attorney Eric Lycan as guests of
Murray Energy. Jamie Corey, a senior researcher
at the watchdog group Documented, uncovered
the material from a public records request. Lycan
has been treasurer of both Generation Now and
the Growth and Opportunity PAC, which are al-
leged to have funneled money in the federal court
case.

“Federal authorities have made clear that
their investigation into the events surrounding the
passage of House Bill 6, which benefited Murray
Energy, is ongoing and they will follow the evi-
dence where it leads,” said Dave Anderson, policy
and communications manager for the Energy &
Policy Institute.

The lack of information is compounded by a
$15.7 million settlement of claims an unsecured
creditors’ group had made this spring. At that
time, the creditors’ group alleged that company
officers had been “grossly overcompensated” and
that members of the Murray family had used the
company as their personal “piggy bank.” The

company had denied the allegations, stating that
its claims were “baseless and concocted.”

A July 29 filing in the case includes stipula-
tions that the settlement would be in the best inter-
ests of Murray Energy and its creditors. However,
the settlement also means there won’t be more
public inquiry into the issues it resolves.

“Investigations within Murray Energy's
bankruptcy case have identified a larger pot of
contributions made between 2016 and 2019 that
has not been fully disclosed publicly,” Anderson
said. “The bankruptcy court could simply request
that the results of these investigations be made
public, rather than suppressed as part of a settle-
ment agreement.”

“Ultimately the Murray Energy bankruptcy
has broad implications for things like mine clean
up funds that are a matter of public concern, and
the public deserves to know how this private com-
pany spent itself into bankruptcy,” Anderson
added.

The bigger question beyond the bankruptcy
case is the way companies and others use different
organizations to engage in political activity with-
out being upfront with the public about what they’
re doing, Turcer said. And that applies, in her
view, whether the spending is done through a
for-profit limited liability corporation, a tax-ex-
empt group known as a 501 (c¢)(4) corporation, or
another type of entity.

“It’s completely infuriating that these enti-
ties that are claiming they need to go bankrupt are
willing to make investments in political advertise-
ments — and that they expect to operate in secret,
so that their debtors wouldn’t even have informa-
tion about what they're up to,” Turcer said.
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A new poll that shows President Donald Trump
trailing former Vice President Joe Biden in Ohio also

reveals that Mr. Biden’s “strong” supporters here out-
number Mr. Trump’s, a snapshot of the state less than
100 days from an election that will determine whether Ohio
continues its unmatched swing-state streak.

The poll also revealed the issues motivating each candi-
dates’ backers: Mr. Biden’s identified coronavirus as their top
concern, while Mr. Trump’s said it was the economy in a year
defined by a global pandemic, economic uncertainty, and a
reckoning over racial justice.

Conducted online between June 24 and July 15, the sur-
vey of 1,037 registered voters showed Mr. Biden leading Mr.
Trump 46 to 42 percent, with a margin of error of plus or mi-
nus 3 percentage points.

The poll was commissioned for Your Voice Ohio’s Elec-
tion 2020 project, which explores the complexity of the state’s
nearly 12 million residents through community engagement,
data analysis, and collaborative reporting. It was conducted
jointly by the Center for Marketing and Opinion Research in
Akron and the Ray C. Bliss Institute of Applied Politics at the
University of Akron.

John Green, director emeritus of the Bliss Institute, said
the results reinforce that Ohio is still attainable for Democrats
and shouldn’ t be written off as a battleground just because Mr.
Trump in 2016 came away with an 8-percentage-point win in
Ohio, which for decades has mirrored the national vote.

Ohio has the longest winning streak in the nation, pick-
ing the victor in every presidential election since 1964.

“No Republican has ever been elected or reelected in

American history without carrying Ohio, so there’s a particular
burden on Trump and his allies and supporters to compete ef-
fectively in Ohio,” Mr. Green said. “These numbers forecast a
very competitive race in the state.”
Your Voice Ohio’s poll is consistent with recent surveys from
other organizations that show a close race here as both cam-
paigns enter the final stretch with a playbook rewritten by coro-
navirus. But researchers caution against reading too much into
Mr. Biden’s early lead.

“With this much happening in our society, the numbers
g0 back and forth, especially with Ohio,” said Michelle Henry,
president of the Center for Marketing and Opinion Research.
“In some states it’s going to be clear. In Ohio, it’s just not go-
ing to be.

“Even though 2016 went widely for Trump, there was
quite some time when it went back and forth until it became
very red.”

The researchers said the survey offers two main views: a
snapshot of candidate preferences subject to change over the
next three months, and insight into what issues are top of mind
for voters, a metric that’s more likely to remain consistent until
November.
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OHIO VOTES IN 2020

Recent poliing data suggest more Ohigans are
prepared to vole for Joe Biden over President

Trump, but foyalty to each candidate vanes
based on the state’s region,

46%

VOTES BY REGION
NW: For Trump, 53% [ 35%
ME: For Biden, 51% / 35%
CEN: For Biden, 48% [ 39%
SW: For Biden, 46% f 42%
SE: For Trump, 53% [ 33%
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SOURCE: YOUR VOICE OHIO/BLISS INSTITUTE POLL

Voters who backed Mr. Trump
ranked the economy as their top is-
sue, followed by coronavirus and
health care. For Mr. Biden, it was
coronavirus, the economy, and health
care for all respondents besides the
strongest supporters, who ranked
health care second.

The 6 percent of undecided vot-
ers surveyed aligned with Mr.
Trump’s backers on their top issues.
Another 6 percent who said they are
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likely to vote for a candidate other than
Mr. Trump and Mr. Biden cited the e-
conomy, coronavirus, racism, and social
services.

Mr. Biden’s strongest backers also
cited racism, criminal justice, and the
environment as priorities, while Mr.
Trump’s chose education, foreign af-
fairs, infrastructure, and immigration.
Strikingly, the poll also revealed an en-
thusiasm gap between Mr. Biden’s and
Mr. Trump’s supporters. Nearly 31 per-

cent said they strongly supported Mr. Biden, versus 26
percent for Mr. Trump. The percentage of moderate and
weak support for both candidates was roughly the same.

Mr. Green attributed the result to greater support in
general for Mr. Biden, saying it bodes well for the former
vice president in the long run. “People with strong prefer-
ences are much less likely to change their preference ... so
the strength of preference really matters,” Mr. Green said.

This particular survey didn’t offer respondents the op-
portunity to explain their preferences, he said, or the ability
to cite anti-Trump sentiment as a reason for backing Mr.
Biden.

“Some of the other polls in Ohio and elsewhere have
shown that a lot of people say their primary reason that they’
re backing Biden is because they don’t like Trump. And
some people take that to be evidence of a lack of enthusi-
asm,” he said. “For some people, maybe it is. But you can be
really unhappy with Trump and still have a strong preference
for Biden.”

Your Voice Ohio’s poll also broke the results down by
region.

Mr. Biden leads in northeast Ohio (51 to 35 percent),
the state’s most Democratic region, and by smaller margins
in central (48 to 39 percent) and southwest Ohio (46 to 42
percent).

Mr. Trump is ahead in the northwest (53 to 35 percent),
where Toledo is firmly blue but the surrounding rural coun-
ties are heavily red, and the southeast (53 to 33 percent).

Another finding that researchers noted is Biden sup-
porters reported following the 2020 campaign more closely
than Trump supporters.

Kyle Bozentko, executive director of the Jefferson Cen-
ter, a nonprofit that promotes civic engagement and sponsors
Your Voice Ohio, said based on several voter engagement
sessions conducted across the state, people appear more con-
cerned about issues than the 2020 horse race.

“While the presidential campaign guides everything in
what we see and consume, there is so much else happening
that the urgency and level of importance of the presidential
election itself kind of falls out of the picture,” he said.

Correction: An earlier version of this story incorrectly
stated the results were outside the margin of error of plus or
minus 3 percentage points.

Liz Skalka is politics reporter for The Blade of Toledo.
She can be emailed at Iskalka@theblade.com.

Your Voice Ohio is the country’s largest statewide me-
dia collaborative with a mission to represent the diverse
voices of the state and the issues people identify as impor-
tant. More than 60 news outlets have participated since its
founding in 2015. Funding for the election project comes
from the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation, Democra-
cy Fund and Facebook.
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Growing up, Rep. Ted Lieu, D-Calif., said
he was called a "chink." People threw eggs at his
home, his family's tires were slashed, and peers
would parody the Chinese language to him.

Lieu went on to join the Air Force in 1995 in
part, he says, to further assert his Americanness af-
ter confronting racism in his younger years. Hav-
ing immigrated to the United States from Taiwan
when he was 3 years old, he says he also did it to
give back to his country. Lieu served active duty
both in the country and abroad, and says his time
in the Air Force, where he remains a colonel in the
reserves, was one of many experiences that fueled
his desire to speak out in the memorable and im-
pactful ways for which he has become recognized.

Lieu is now known for acts like calling out
internet trolls for “stupid racist shit” comments
about COVID-19. Or playing an audio of crying
migrant children, who had been separated from
their parents, on the House floor In response to
Trump’s “zero tolerance” immigration policy in
2018. The congressman, who’s currently running
for re-election, cemented his status as a critic of
xenophobia and racism in the political sphere.
Supporters say Lieu’s voice is particularly critical
at a time when anti-immigrant rhetoric is on the
rise.

“If 'm not going to be doing things or
speaking out, then I should give this job to some-
one else,” he said weeks before the lockdown took
hold of the U.S.

For Lieu, the seeds of his bold conduct were
planted in his youth, growing up in a working
class, Asian American household, and contending
with his identity as an immigrant kid. Born in Tai-
wan, he noted that he now reflects on his Asian
American identity with a healthy dose of confi-
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dence, his heritage now a source of pride. However
his younger years were dusted with uncomfortable
experiences that didn’t always make the road to
self-acceptance so seamless.

As he tells it, Lieu’s parents settled in Cleve-
land after looking at a map of the U.S. It was in
that city where he would spend his formative
years.

“We were poor,” he recalled of his family,
who lived in the basement of a woman’s home in
his earliest years stateside. “[My parents] did not
speak English well and they went to flea markets
to sell gifts to make ends meet.”

Lieu’s parents put in the hours, saving up e-
nough money to open a gift store in a shopping
plaza. As years passed, packed
with long, seven-day work-
weeks, they were able to gradu-
ally expand to six stores, where
he and his brother filled their
time outside of school, watch-
ing over the shops. As he wit-
nessed his mother and father put
down roots for his family, doing
well enough so they could af-
4 ford a house of their own, he
contended with the reality that
the environment wasn’t always
so welcoming to them.

“Growing up where I did,
there were times when I was
made to feel like I did not be-
long. That I was a foreigner in my own country,”
Lieu said.

An unfortunate byproduct of such experi-
ences, he said, was the unease he felt when around
his parents’ native tongue.

“I would, as a kid, feel embarrassed about my
parents in public settings when they would speak
Chinese. Now, I'm proud that they did that, they
made me speak Chinese at home because now I
can speak Chinese,” he said looking back.

Having stomached these disempowering ex-
periences, Lieu said he reacted by demonstrating
his loyalty as an American, perhaps looking to the
Air Force for acceptance. The military proved a
transformative experience for the young Lieu. He
noted that it was where he felt seen for his mis-
sions and rank, his substance, rather than just his
race. It was in the military, Lieu says, where he
came into his own and felt humanized beyond
two-dimensional Asian American labels. Even
now, when Lieu crosses paths with others on an
Air Force base, he himself assesses them by rank
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and service.

With a background in the armed forces and
an upbringing in an Asian immigrant household,
Lieu doesn’t necessarily match the profile of a
typical internet resistance hero. Yet, his snappy
criticisms of the Trump administration have drawn
in more than 1.3 million followers.

Karthick Ramakrishnan, a public policy and
political science professor at the University of Cal-
ifornia, Riverside, explained that Lieu is represen-
tative of a new generation of outspoken, ac-
tivist-savvy Asian American politicians like Rep.
Pramila Jayapal, D-Wash., and Rep. Ro Khanna,
D-Calif., who’ve carved similar paths, gaining fa-
vor with younger generations and party support a-
like.

“Ted Lieu is emblematic of a new kind of
AAPI representation, where he is able to carve out
a particular brand that is based in part on his social
media savvy and also from his background and ex-
pertise in national security,” Ramakrishnan said.
“He has been able to leverage his experience to
build a strong following among the Democratic
base more generally, and not just among AAPIs or
among residents in his district.”

Given the time spent away from his family
and the sacrifices he’s needed to make as a public
servant, Lieu said the position would only be
worth it if he stayed true to his moral compass and
“speak my mind and do the right thing.” And he
has. After GOP congressman Devin Nunes, threat-
ened to sue him earlier this year. Lieu wrote a let-
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ter back, telling his colleague to “shove it.” Even
his recent campaign ad was a parody of Trump’s
attempt to prove his good health at a Tulsa, Okla-
homa, rally in which the president chugged a glass
of water after critics had questioned his well-being.
Indeed, Lieu’s been called “spicy”’more than once,
and it’s had nothing to do with his admitted habit
of dumping spice onto his food.

Even so, his follower count confounds him.

“I find it bizarre that I have as many followers as I
have because I’ m not doing magic. I’ m just telling
you the truth,” Lieu said.

His followers have transcended the Asian
American community and Lieu regularly backs
legislation that benefits those outside of his own
race. Ramakrishnan pointed out that though the
racial climate in the U.S. makes it difficult to see
Lieu as an elected official completely independent
of his race, many view the politician as a
“sharp-witted critic, of the Trump administration
on matters related to national security and demo-
cratic rule.”

Even so, Lieu continues to find duty in repre-
senting Asian Americans. On Monday, he led a bi-
partisan letter from 150 members of Congress de-
manding Attorney General William Barr publicly
condemn acts of anti-Asian bias stemming from
the COVID-19 pandemic. In the past, he’s vocally
pushed for an added layer of review when it comes
to espionage cases so that Asian Americans schol-
ar and scientists, like Sherry Chen and Xiaoxing
Xi, are no longer wrongfully accused.

“It sort of occurred to me as I was working
on this, that it's true that an Irish American mem-
ber of Congress could have done exactly the same
thing that I did. And other non-Asian members
could have done the same thing, except no one
did,” he said. “It actually took Asian American
Congress [members] to get upset about an issue
that was affecting the Asian American community,
to then get changed.”

For Lieu, working on the espionage-related
issue drove home why it’s “important that the
American government is stronger if it looks more
like the people it actually represents.”

As the three-term congressman gears up for
re-election, Lieu gets introspective about his time
serving constituents. He said his career has always
been cause-driven and by continuing to keep his
motivations front of mind, he’s got through any
bad days.

“I believe I could never give back to America
everything this amazing country has given to me.”
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