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Andrew Yang: Helping Biden win could
be Asian American 'political awakening'

“We get out in force and help Joe and Ka-
mala win, this could be the major political
awakening that Asian Americans have been
waiting for a generation or more,” Yang said.
Image: U.S. Democratic presidential con—
tenders attend a party dinner
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and former member of the San Francisco Board
of Supervisors Jane Kim among others, raised
roughly $115,000 to go toward Asian lan guage
voter outreach in swing states. Yang said during
the fundraiser that the rising anti-Asian bias inci-
dents, catalyzed by the Covid-19 pandemic has
thrust many Asian Americans into political par-

By Kimmy Yam

Former Democratic presidential candidate
Andrew Yang says that the November election
could prove a pivotal moment for Asian Ameri-
cans if they turn out to the polls.

During a fundraiser Monday hosted by the
Asian Americans Against Trump project, Yang
said on a panel of prominent Asian Americans
that the racial group could experience a “major
political awakening.”

“We get out in force and help Joe and Ka-
mala win, this could be the major political awak-
ening that Asian Americans have been waiting
for a generation or more,” he said.

The event, which included other leaders in
the Asian American community including the
author Min Jin Lee, the actor Daniel Dae Kim,

ticipation. He also advocated for Asian Ameri-
cans to take proactive measures in carving out a
place in the U.S., describing actions like civic
engagement as a “nonchoice.”

“If we allow the narratives to be constructed for
us, we’ 1l never realize our place in this country
and our potential, not just as communities, but as
families, as people that want something better
for our kids,” he said.

The former presidential candidate chal-
lenged Asian Americans “to roll our sleeves up
and do things we have not done as a community
as high of a level as, frankly, people in other
communities," he said.

“Asian Americans have not voted, have not
donated, have not volunteered, have not run for
office as high a level as people from other com-

munities,” Yang said.

Paul Ong, a research professor at the UCLA
Luskin School of Public Affairs, told NBC Asian
America that while he doesn’t believe that mo-
bilizing around any one candidate will lead to a
political awakening for the racial group, he said

that more people in the community are being ex-
posed to the reality that Asian Americans aren’t
protected from being racially targeted. The surg-
ing unemployment and discrimination the group
is confronting amid the on going pandemic are
glaring examples.

How Andrew Yang is Getting
Involved in a State Senate Race

By Nick Reisman New York State PUBLISHED 5:24 AM ET Sep. 30, 2020

Former presidential candidate Andrew
Yang is set to appear at a virtual fundraising
event Wednesday for Rochester-area state Sen-
ate candidate Jeremy Cooney.

Yang, a New York businessman, is a na-
tive of upstate Schenectady who launched a
presidential campaign an unknown, but sparked
a sizeable Internet following along the way.

The Cooney fundraiser is
the first time Yang is becoming
involved in a state Senate race
since dropping his presidential
bid earlier this year.

"Jeremy was born in an In-
dian orphanage before he was
adopted by a courageous single
mother from Rochester," Yang
said in a statement.

"After losing his mother to
dementia and brain cancer, Jere-
my devoted his career to serving
the community that helped raise
him. He's a lawyer and activist
who has worked in government
service trying to make the right
policies a reality. Jeremy has
pledged to back Universal Basic
Income on the state-level. This is

critical as we continue to main-

stream our movement at all levels of govern-
ment. Jeremy is just the kind of champion we
need in Albany and a great guy."

Cooney is running for the state Senate for
the second time. This year it is an open one
amid the retirement of Republican Sen. Joe
Robach in a district Democrats had long hoped
to flip
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