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Nationwide®

Wherever life takes you, we’re there.

Life is fuII of uncertainties and sometimes you need someone to help
guide you through it all. At the Hec Hixson Insurance Agency, we special-
ize in finding customized solutions for your financial and insurance needs.

We speak Chinese (Mandarin and Cantonese)

Amy Lee

Hixson & Malinowski Agency

5530 State Rd. Ste 1, Parma, OH 44134.
216-965-0669; www.nationwide.com

AUTO | LIFE | BUSINESS

Products underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and Affiliated Companies. Home Office: Columbus, OH 43215. Life insurance is issued by Nationwide Life
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SOCIAL SERVICE OFFICES - www.asiaohio.org | @asiaohio

Cleveland: 3631 Perkins Avenue, Suite 2A-W, Cleveland, OH, 44114 (T) 216-881-0330 (F) 216-881-6920
We've Moved! Akron: 370 East Market, Akron, OH 44304 (T) 330-535-3263 (F) 330-535-3338
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS - www.ichcohio.org | @ichcohio

Walk-ins Welcome. Accepting New Patients. Call for Appointments.

We've Moved! 2999 Payne Avenue Suite 140, Cleveland, OH, 44114 (T) 216-361-1223 (F) 216-361-1568
Akron: 370 East Market Street, Akron, OH 44304 (T) 234-312-3607 (F) 234-312-3609
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Latest challenge raises question of reopening FirstEnergy Solutions’ bankruptcy ruling

Questions about the transparency of FirstEnergy, Energy Harbor and others are central to proceedings in multiple cases.
By Kathiann M. Kowalski

This article is provided by Eye on Ohio, the
nonprofit, nonpartisan Ohio Center for Journalism
in partnership with the nonprofit Energy News
Network. Please join our free mailing list or the
mailing list for the Energy New Network as this
helps us provide more public service reporting.

Environmental groups have filed a motion
asking a federal appeals court to tell FirstEnergy
Solutions’ bankruptcy court judge to take action
in light of the alleged corruption cases in federal
and state court.

The Environmental Law & Policy Center,
Environmental Defense Fund, Ohio Citizen Ac-
tion, and the Ohio Environmental Council want
the judge to consider suspending execution of the
reorganization plan that was confirmed earlier this
year. The groups also hope the bankruptcy court
will consider if it should revise that confirmation
order and conduct additional hearings. The groups
filed the motion on Oct. 5.

“We’re asking the 6th Circuit to deal with
these truly extraordinary circumstances,” in which
federal and state corruption charges relate directly
to assets involved in the bankruptcy case, said
Howard Learner, executive director at the Envi-
ronmental Law & Policy Center. Among other
things, Ohio House Bill 6 authorizes roughly $1
billion in subsidies over the next six years for two
nuclear plants owned by Energy Harbor, formerly
known as FirstEnergy Solutions.

The federal and state cases allege that an un-
lawful conspiracy used dark money organizations
to hide the source of spending from FirstEnergy
(known as “Company A” in some documents), its
current and former affiliates, and others in order to
secure passage of HB 6 and to prevent a referen-
dum on the law.

“The remedy that we’re asking in the 6th
Circuit complements what the Ohio attorney gen-
eral has already asked for it its lawsuit,” Learner
said. As he sees it, that case effectively asks the
state court to  “rescramble the eggs” and undo the
reorganization.

Among other things, the state’s complaint
asks that “each Defendant business entity and non-
profit [in the case] be dissolved or reorganized
such that no agent, officer or representative found
to have engaged in acts in furtherance of [the al-
leged wrongful conduct] retains a position within
the defendant business or nonprofit entity.” The
state case also seeks to prevent FirstEnergy Solu-
tions, Energy Harbor, FirstEnergy or other defen-
dants “from receiving any monetary benefit, sup-
plement, credit or offset created by or through”
HB 6.

Energy Harbor, FirstEnergy and certain cur-
rent and former subsidiaries have denied any ille-
gal activity. They were not named as parties in the
federal case but are defendants in the state case.

Likewise, former House Speaker Larry House-
holder and other defendants have pled not guilty,
and no allegations in either case have yet been
proven. Nonetheless, the environmental groups say
the requested relief is within the court’s authority.

“We have framed it very carefully within the
6th Circuit’s equitable power to ask the bankrupt-
cy court to consider whether it should reassess its
confirmation order approving the reorganization,
in light of the extraordinary revelations that have
occurred since the court approved the order,”
Learner said.

The bankruptcy
court has already de-
layed payment of final
fees in the case, and a
hearing is scheduled for
Nov. 17. If the appeals
court grants the groups
motion, it could open the
door to a complete reex-
amination of the case by
the bankruptcy court.

The timing on the
appeals court’s response
is unclear. Energy Har-
bor, the successor to
FirstEnergy  Solutions,
did not respond to re-
quests for comment.

“I think transparen-
cy is always good, and I
think more information
about what their actual financial situation is would
be helpful,” said Gov. Mike DeWine during an
Oct. 1 press conference, noting that questions had
been raised from the beginning about the nuclear
plants’ need for subsidies.

But, DeWine quickly added, HB 6 “needs to
be repealed because the process was so flawed that
it has cast a light on this bill that it can never re-
cover from. We’ve got to repeal it and figure out
where we’re going from there.”

Bills to repeal HB 6 remain pending in the O-
hio House, although further hearings have not
been scheduled. Additional charges are currently
slated to kick in starting in January.

“We opposed HB 6 last year and are seeking
its repeal this year,” said Ohio Consumers’ Coun-
sel Bruce Weston. “Ohioans should not have to
pay a penny to subsidize coal and nuclear power
plants. But the problem of undue influence from
FirstEnergy and other utilities runs much deeper a-
gainst the public interest than just HB 6. What
consumers need is an overhaul of utility regulation
in Ohio.”

FirstEnergy CEO Chuck Jones said in the
company’s second quarter earnings call that a re-
peal of HB 6 would not affect obligations in the

A o .
’ 1 bankruptcy lets a compa-
ny restructure its debts
so it can move forward
———— . | as a viable business with
4 - - a mostly clean slate. But
— — full disclosure is general-
F ] lya condition for the
- E. bankruptcy court’s con-
firmation of any reorga-

nization plan.

settlement agreement between the company and its
former subsidiary in the bankruptcy case. Energy
Harbor is now considered to be separate from
FirstEnergy.

“The plan of reorganization was not contin-
gent on House Bill 6 or any other support for the
nuclear plants,” Jones said.

Questions of transparency

The environmental groups’ motion before
the federal appeals court goes beyond a possible
HB 6 repeal, said Environmental Law & Policy
Center attorney Margrethe Kearney. Instead, the

focus is on the alleged
I improper expenditures

of these -+ companies in
bankruptcy to lobby for
this bill.”

reorganization  1n

1 =

“The question really is

what kinds of expendi-

tures were being made

here and not being dis-

closed to the court and
not disclosed to parties that reached settlement a-
greements,” Kearney said. “This is something that
really goes to the essence of bankruptcy.”

There have been numerous cases of compa-
nies using bankruptcy “as a tool for polluters to es-
cape their liability,” Kearney added. As she sees it,
the bankruptcy court should care whether compa-
nies might have engaged in illegal activity, and not
just focus on whether a company can come out of
the proceedings and keep operating.

“That can’t be what our bankruptcy system
was designed to do,” Kearney said.

Full disclosure is also at the heart of the Ohio
Consumers’ Counsel recent move to appeal a
September decision from the Public Utilities Com-
mission of Ohio that fell short of the consumer ad-
vocate’s earlier request for a full independent au-
dit.

That decision told FirstEnergy’s utilities to
file information, and commission spokesperson
Matt Schilling said stakeholders would have “an
opportunity to be involved and weigh in on the

case through a formal comment period. -+- It is a
first step.”
Nonetheless, the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel

filed a motion for an early appeal on Sept. 21. The

consumer advocate said regulators erred  “by not
ordering the hiring of an independent auditor.”

FirstEnergy’s Sept. 30 filing basically just
told the utilities commission that any costs for po-
litical or charitable spending for HB 6 “would not
have been recorded in accounts that are used to
calculate the Companies’ riders and charges.
Therefore, the Companies’ ratepayers have not
paid riders or charges that include HB 6 costs.”

FirstEnergy also opposed the Environmental
Law & Policy Center’s motion to intervene in that
case, claiming that the utilities commission review
“involves only the filing of initial and reply com-
ments by interested parties.”

Commission Chair Sam Randazzo had sug-
gested to lawmakers on Sept. 16 that other parties
could well intervene in the proceedings and im-
plied that those parties might conduct discovery.
He declined to answer a lawmaker’s question
about possible remedies because “discussions like
this can have implications for publicly traded com-
panies.”

However, a detailed and independent investi-
gation into whether utilities used ratepayer money
improperly is “exactly the PUCO’s domain,” said
former commission member Ashley Brown, who
now heads the Harvard Electricity Policy Group.
Arguably, not doing that could hurt a company’s
stock price, he added.

Basically, if an independent audit investiga-
tion confirmed that a company caught up in a
scandal did nothing wrong, that should help pre-
vent a further fall in stock prices. Alternatively, if
an investigation did reveal wrongdoing, the com-
pany could then strengthen its internal governance
— thus theoretically shoring up the value of its
shares.

‘A lot more yet to go’

Meanwhile, an investigation by the U.S. Se-
curities and Exchange Commission of FirstEner-
gy’s actions has reportedly begun. Several share-
holder lawsuits or investigations are also under-
way.

And although Franklin County Judge Chris
Brown ruled against the Ohio attorney general’s
opening move to stop Energy Harbor, FirstEnergy
and others from lobbying against the repeal of HB
6, Yost’s statement afterward said that was just the
start.

“There’s a lot more yet to go,” Yost said. He
also advised policymakers to use caution.

“It would be foolish for anyone to accept
campaign contributions from these defendants —
or, I might add, to engage in private discussions
with these defendants or their lobbyists,” his state-
ment said. “Anything they have to say — and there
is much for them to say — should be said in pub-
lic, where the people’s business ought to be con-
ducted.”
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CITY OF CLEVELAND
Mayor Frank G. Jackson
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Dear Residents,

The Census Bureau will be ending its online
count at 5:59 a.m. EST on Friday, Oct. 16, 2020.
Phone and mail responses will be available
through Thursday, Oct. 15, 2020. Click here to
learn more.

Getting a complete and accurate count of
Cleveland is crucial to the future of our city. The
2020 Census is used to allocate funding to many
programs including those that support our com-
munities during public health emergencies like the
coronavirus pandemic. [ urge you and your family
to complete the census today to ensure that all
Clevelanders have access to essential resources
like food assistance, unemployment benefits and
more.

The Census is
Ending its Count
This Week

Respond Today!

Clevelanders hue ungil 5:59 am.
EST on Oct. 16 fo complete wia
Census website ol 2020Census. gov

Mail-in Census borms hawe o
be: pastmarked by Oct, 15

Theer call comier's kst dabe ks
Ohcd. 15 from 7 am. o 2 am
Toi begin call BL-330.2020

Respond to the 2020 Census today by visit-
ing 2020census.gov. You can also respond via
phone at 844-330-2020 by Thursday, Oct. 15,
2020 between 7 a.m. and 2 a.m. or by mail.
Thank you and stay safe,

Frank G. Jackson, Mayor
City of Cleveland
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Dr. Wenning Zhao,
Acupuncturist from China, Chiropractic Physician
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Y ou might as well say it all started when I was 6 months
old with my grandmother Sue Nasser David who came
to visit us in Philadelphia (where we were stationed since
my Father was in the Navy) for the first time to see me. She
used to sing to me the old classic Lebanese songs in Arabic
and said I would dance in my baby swing. Shortly after we
moved to Guam, a little island in the South Pacific. It was
there when I was two that my Mother put me in dance class.
I continued to studied ballet, tap and baton when we moved
to San Diego, CA in 1964 until I was 8 and then before we
moved to Norfolk, VA I put my foot down and told my
Mother I did not want to dance anymore. I think she was
heartbroken for two reasons, one because she just spent a
small fortune on all new equipment for me including new
toe shoes, and two, she really wanted to see me on stage as a
prima ballerina. I did love to be on stage and entertain but I
had to practice at least 2 hours every day after school while
my friends we out playing, it was no longer fun for me. We
moved to Norfolk in 1969 until 1971 and then moved back
to San Diego, CA. Keep in mind I was still entertaining by
writing, directing commercials and little skits that I would
have my friends perform then record on my little tape player.

Shortly after we arrived in San Diego, I asked __
my Mother if I could enroll in dance class again .
only this time, I wanted to study Modern Jazz.
My ultimate goal was to become a dancer in £
the chorus line on Broadway. I loved to act
and dance. Every week my Mother would / §
drive me to Pacific Beach for my lessons,
I did not mind practicing every day, I
loved it and then one night when my
Mother was waiting for me in the lobby, a
group of belly dancers poured out of a
class. My Mother was in awe and was bit-
ten by the dance bug. She wanted to take the
class but was a little she and asked if I would
take the class with her. I told her no I want to
study Modern Jazz so I could make it on Broad-
way, well she said I could do both and that is what I did.
Belly Dance or “Orientale” came very easy to me because |
understood the music, after all I had been listening to that
music since I was a baby and at our family Hufles and wed-
ding celebrations, we would always have live music and
dance. It was in that class that I found my stage name Maza-
har of all places from my Grandmother’s cousin Helen
Corey’s cookbook “The Art of Syrian Cookery”. The word
Mazahar means orange blossom in Arabic and the orange
blossom water is used in baking sweets. Since my first cos-
tume was an orange color, the name just fit plus no one else
had that name, it was original.

In 1975 my Father got his orders for New Orleans, LA
although I found theater there that I could continue to study,
I could not find Orientale dance so in 1976 I decided to rent
space from my swim coach who had a studio and I began
teaching class there, 3 per week 1 Jazzercise and 2 belly
dance classes. My Dad helped me out by ordering belly
dance books from a Lebanese bakery of all places. I literally
continued my studies of the art through books written from
Turkish, Lebanese and Greek Dancers overseas and her in
the states and passed on that knowledge to my students. I
loved it and so did the community. Every July 4th celebra-
tion my students and I would perform at The Woodmere

s~ : (N i

Country Club in Harvey, LA. I loved directing so much
that I put on 2 plays at the local mall and had my high
school friends perform in the plays. Then I started per-
forming at a Greek and Lebanese restaurant, parties and
weddings until we moved in 1979 to Memphis, TN. I had
danced for another 2 years and quit. See I really wanted to
be on Broadway in the chorus line but when I was ready to
leave for NY at 18 years old my Dad had told me that
Broadway was too competitive and that I really should
think about going to college instead. I really admired and
respected him; I followed his advice. He later told me 1
was that good to be on Broadway but he did not want his
little 18-year-old daughter to pack up and move to NY
City by herself and he knew that I would do just that to
follow my dreams.

It wasn’t until 2007 that I got back into dance. My
30th reunion was in May of 2008 and being out of shape 1
thought of one thing I knew would get me back into shape
quickly and that was belly dance. I began looking in the
local recreation newsletter in Lakewood, OH and phone-
book to see if I could find a class and as luck would have
it, [ did, it was an 8-week course. At one point one of the
instructors asked me if I had taken a course before

and I told her I had but I was a little rusty. I en-
) joyed it so much that I continued to study un-
der their company. Then I got into Latin
~ Aerobics and Kick Boxing at Gunning
. Recreation Center in Cleveland. I noticed
the instructor was trying to do a few belly
| dance moves so I approached her and
asked if she would teach me Latin Dance
| styles and that I would teach her belly
| dance in return and she agreed. So, every
Saturday I took Latin Aerobics at 10 am,
Latin Dance at 11 am and taught Belly
Dance at 12pm. Pretty soon people started
coming up and asking if they could take my
classes.

By 2010 I had made so many friends on this new so-
cial media website called Facebook that a friend had intro-
duced me to in 2007 that is when and where I met so many
dancers, musicians and artists literally around the world. I
met 28 people around the globe that had started learning
Orientale in 1973. We became the 73 club and I knew one
day I would make it my mission to meet all of these
artists. I had this brilliant idea and in Feb 2011 I met An-
dre Cato a fellow artist and as I call him my “Berry
Gordy” to discuss my ideas with him, he loved it but
rather than just local I told him this show Rags for Joy
needs to be international. See I really wanted to produce
this show because I wanted to meet all of my friends from
the 73 club. This was one way to financially do it. Later
that year I met Kasey King through Andre and we formed
Rags for Joy TV Show under the company Lions of the
Desert Productions. We promoted the TV show Be in the
Toa Festival in 2011 & 2012, we filmed an interview and
promo piece for their first year in 2012 as The Global Vil-
lage Festival of Greater Akron, we also had a fashion
show and belly dance show for the festival. I taught a mini
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class for the audience as well. In January 2013 we had a show called Dancing
with Qismah, Rags for Joy brought a belly dancer from Columbus Elianae
Stone to perform for The Avenue Radio Show’s opening party in Sept 2013, In
2014 we kicked off the Belly World Tour
starting at O’ Tooles in Dec with 4 belly
dancers Dahmia& Jameela who I met at the
| ICC-WIN Annual Christmas Party , Pryia of
| Pheonix from Habebba’s of Columbus,
Mariah of Canton and followed by a new
| show The Round Table with Priya, Dahmia,
and Mazahar (me) , a table discussion of the
belly dance industry from the past to the pre-
sent and everything in between. In 2015 Li-
ons of the Desert Productions hosted two
shows Flowers of the Desert in Hillard at Ki-
tamu Coftee with 12 belly dancers from all
over Ohio and then our new series Vintage
Hollywood Glamour of the Desert with 9
belly dancers. Moe the owner who was from
Madagascar was so surprised how we
packed the house with more than 75 people
in his quaint and artsy café . He said he had
never imagined how big and beautiful this
show would be and he absolutely loved it so
did the Indian community because Priya did

¢

In 2015 Lions also presented Dahmia and Sister’s of the Island at the
Asian Festival and One world Day to 2019. In 2015, 2016, 2017 Li-
ons also performed in One World Day on the main stage and in the
Lebanese and British Gardens. Lions of the Desert Productions pro-
vided the belly dancers Safiya Nawaar of Lexington, KT and Shakira
Fanninah of Columbus, OH to preform for Lebanon Day at City Hall.
In 2016 we decided to produce and film the first season of Raqgs for
Joy TV Show so that we had film to pitch the show to get picked up
by a network her or overseas and that’s what we did in Sept 2016, we
started to filming season 1 in 3 cities. In 2016 we also did Vintage
Glamour of the Desert Part II in Cleveland, 2018 Part III in Columbus,
2020 Part IV in Cleveland and our pride and joy was an amazing play
in Columbus 2019 called “One Arabian Night” a beautiful love story
set in the Middle East 1300’s to modern day Columbus. The entire
story was told by music and dance with very little narration. Dance is
the language every culture can understand.

We have not given up on finding a buyer for Rags for Joy TV
Show because it is such a wonderful show and format about health,
wealth and the art of belly dance around the world. We are a company
that loves to entertain no matter how big or small and promote the
continued vitality art and community. Kasey, Dahmia and I love this
company we have developed over the years and plan to continue our
journey of celebration. So come, follow me.....it"s going to be an ad-
venture of a lifetime......
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ABSTRACT

The Chinese Exclusion Act was a United
States federal law signed by President Chester A.
Arthur on May 6, 1882 prohibiting the immigra-
tion of all Chinese laborers. In times of economic
and geopolitical crises, the tensions existed be-
tween different ethnic groups and the Chinese
Americans paid for the crisis. At the beginning,
the law was only a “restriction law” (1882-1888).
However, the “restriction law” was ineffective,
followed by outbreak of anti-Chinese violence.
The confluence of local violence along with na-
tional exclusion and international
expansion shifted the nature of US
i border control with a long-term
policy of “complete exclusion
law” (1888-1943). The hostile po-
litical environment lay the grounds
for the general public to embrace a
racism a gainst Chinese Ameri-
cans. The Chinese Ex clusion Act
was repealed in 1943
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(COLUMBUS, Ohio)—Ohio

Governor
Mike DeWine today provided the following up-
dates on Ohio's response to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

INCREASING CASES

Governor DeWine today cautioned that the
continuing increase in COVID-19 cases indicates
that significant numbers of infections are likely
this winter unless citizens take steps to mitigate
and control the spread of the virus.

"Although a vaccine is on the way in the fu-
ture, we can't control the timetable of the develop-
ment of a vaccine - but we can control how much
this flares up until then," said Governor DeWine.
"We have avoided the large outbreaks that other
countries and other states have seen, and so far,
the combined efforts of Ohioans have kept the
virus in check. We can't let our guards down now.
We need to continue taking basic safety measures
of wearing masks, keeping distance, and avoiding
large gatherings."

In the last seven days, Ohio COVID-19 cas-
es have averaged 1,475 cases per day by report
date as compared to an average of approximately
1,000 cases per day only two weeks ago. Ohio's
current positivity rate is 4.1 percent as compared
to 2.7 percent on September 23 and 24. A total of
51 counties are considered high incidence and/or
Alert Level 3 on Ohio's Public Health Advisory
System.

A new public service announcement featur-
ing former Ohio State coaches Jim Tressel and Ur-
ban Meyer encourages everyone to stay in the
game and to stick to the game plan.

OSU PSA
CHILDHOOD VACCINES

In Ohio and across the country, there has
been a decrease in vaccinations administered to
protect against diseases like measles, chickenpox,
whooping cough, and polio, and today Governor
DeWine today encouraged parents not to delay
their children's well-visit vaccinations.

"While we do not have a vaccine yet for
COVID-19, we can prevent more than a dozen
other diseases from harming our children and our
communities," said Governor DeWine. "It is criti-

cal that Ohioans and providers remain vigilant
about keeping children up to date on these vac-
cines."

In the coming days, the Ohio Department of
Medicaid will launch several initiatives to encour-
age childhood immunizations among its members.
These efforts will be aimed at increasing safe, con-
venient access to vaccinations by providing mobile
vaccination clinics and reducing administrative
barriers for providers.

Governor DeWine also unveiled a new public
service announcement that stresses the importance
of childhood vaccines.

Childhood Vaccinations
LAB CAPACITY DASHBOARD

Governor DeWine today announced the cre-
ation of a new Lab Capacity Dashboard to help
pharmacists, nursing homes, colleges and universi-
ties, employers, and others administering
COVID-19 tests find a lab to run their samples.
This new resource will help connect groups that are
testing with available labs in order to ease
turnaround times and inform Ohioans of their
COVID-19 status.

COVID-19 Update: Increasing Cases, Childhood Vaccinations,
Lab Capacity Dashboard, Binax NOW Testing Plan

The new dashboard provides self-reported infor-
mation about labs that can run tests, including hours of
operation, types of tests they accept, estimated
turn-around time, and locations. Labs with available
capacity can sign up on the website to be included in
this dashboard.

BINAX-NOW TESTING PLAN

Governor DeWine today discussed plans for Ab-
bott BinaxNOW COVID-19 antigen screening tests
that the federal government is providing to Ohio.

This week, Ohio is deploying thousands of these
screening tests to colleges and universities to help
them implement proactive screening plans. Next week,
Ohio will begin sending tens of thousands of screening
tests to nursing homes for both routine and outbreak
testing requirements.

Governor DeWine emphasized that lab-based
PCR tests are still considered the “gold standard” test
that provides the most accurate results, and antigen
tests can have false positives and false negatives.

"The opportunity to test more broadly and more
often make this an important step forward in our fight
against COVID-19 spread, even with the lower sensi-
tivity and specificity of these tests," said Governor

DeWine. "We do have protocols to follow up on
results that are most likely to be false, but we need
to be aware that this is part of testing at this scale."

Governor DeWine also cautioned that testing
should not be considered a substitute for precau-
tions such as wearing masks, social distancing,
and avoiding large gatherings.
CURRENT COVID-19 DATA

There are 161,678 confirmed and probable
cases of COVID-19 in Ohio and 5,017 confirmed
and probable COVID-19 deaths. A total of 16,565
people have been hospitalized, including 3,447
admissions to intensive care units. In-depth data
can be accessed by visiting coronavirus.ohio.gov.

Video of today's full update, including ver-
sions with foreign language translation, can be
viewed on the Ohio Channel's YouTube page.

For more information on Ohio's response to
COVID-19, visit coronavirus.ohio.gov or call 1-
833-4-ASK-ODH
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“BATTLE FOR THE SOUL OF THE NATION”

Joe Biden, Donald Trump and the Pandemic of Our Era
A Personal Perspective

—Cynthia Marek Lundeen

Dear Readers,

The world is wondering why the U.S., a
developed nation, is struggling to control the
pandemic. The answer appears to be what is no
secret: There is a great divide among the elected
public servants with respect to following the ad-
vice of scientists from the National Institutes of
Health and the Center for Disease Control. The
public servant holding the highest elected office,
i.e.,, the current president, Donald Trump, has
been recorded saying that he likes to “play it
down” and is well known as being dismissive of
face masks, whereas former vice-president and
presidential candidate Joe Biden has a plan to in-
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crease production of masks and other personal
protective equipment should he be elected.

This divide leads some U.S. citizens to be
confused as to whether masks protect the wearer,
however, the research is clear: a well fitted per-
sonal respirator generally intended for medical
professionals is highly protective, however these
become in short supply during a pandemic.
Home-made cloth masks, depending upon the
type of material used and the fit, offer some pro-
tection, although less than a respirator.

“Governments are preparing for a potential
influenza pandemic. 1” So begins the abstract of
a research article published in 2008 in the peer
reviewed scientific journal PLOS ONE. The au-
thors cite data collected during the SARS epi-
demic and analyzed by respected researchers
throughout Asia who indicate that the use of face
masks by the general public have the ability to
significantly decrease transmission of infectious
airborne particles. The authors also note that
personal respirators protect the wearer against the
airborne transmission of other infectious dis-
eases, such as tuberculosis.

The immediate solution seems to be to in-
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crease production of respirators, unfortunately,
the machines to create them are expensive and
cannot be built overnight, making private indus-
try reluctant to invest in such an undertaking.
That notwithstanding, a creative solution was
suggested 2 in Forbes, based upon a U.S. govern-
ment relationship with private industry, although
the author presciently opined that such a creative
solution would not be adopted in the near term.

Joe Biden refers to his presidential cam-
paign as a “Battle for the Soul of the Nation;”
Donald Trump is holding rallies in which few of
the attendees wear masks or maintain so-
cial/physical distance.

For our common Humanity, let us hope that
Science emerges as the victor.

Ivan der Sande M, Teunis P, Sabel R
(2008) Professional and Home-Made Face Masks
Reduce Exposure to Respiratory Infections a-
mong the General Population. PLoS ONE 3 (7):
€2618. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0002618 hittps:
/f'www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pme/arti-
cles/PMC2440799/pdt/pone.0002618.pdf

2 Baldwin, William “Where’s the Fabric
for Masks and Gowns?” Forbes March 26, 2020
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https://www.forbes.com/sites/bald-
win/2020/03/26/wheres-the-fab-
ric-for-masks-and-gowns/#168d10904d8a

Please feel free to send questions or comments to
ecj2(@cynthiascenturies.net
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OHIOANS HAVE
3 SAFE & CONVENIENT
WAYS TO VOTE

EARLY
IN-PERSON
VOTING
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ABSENTEE
VOTING

MAIL BY NOV 2'°

IN-PERSON
ON ELECTION
DAY
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Medical Grade Skincare
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well-being to bring out the BEST in YOU!
216.438.0358

support@huangaesthetics.com
www.huangaesthetics.com
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