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Nationwide’

is on your side

Wherever life takes you, we’re there.

Life is fuII of uncertainties and sometimes you need someone to help
guide you through it all. At the Hec Hixson Insurance Agency, we special-
ize in finding customized solutions for your financial and insurance needs.

We speak Chinese (Mandarin and Cantonese)

Amy Lee

Hixson & Malinowski Agency

5530 State Rd. Ste 1, Parma, OH 44134.
216-965-0669; www.nationwide.com

AUTO | LIFE | BUSINESS

Products underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and Affiliated Companies. Home Office: Columbus, OH 43215. Life insurance is issued by Nationwide Life
Insurance Company or Nationwide Life and Annuity Insurance Company, Columbus, Ohio. Nationwide, Nationwide Is On Your Side, and the Nationwide N and Eagle are ser-
vice marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. 2018 Nationwide CPC-0435A0 (09/17) 7897739
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DO NOT SPEAK ENGLISH AND HAVE A HEARING AT THE CLEVELAND MUNICI-
PAL COURT?

DON’T WORRY AND YOU CAN REQUEST AN INTERPRETER AT NO CHARGE |
Online; www.cmcoh.org/ INTERPRETER SERVICES / REQUEST AN INTERPRETER
Or call; 216-664-3952

Request as soon as possible to get an interpreter in court
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Health, Beauty and Wellness begin here.
Huang Aesthetics and Wellness Center

Revive and rejuvenate your look and inner
well-being to bring out the BEST in YOU!

216.438.0358
support @ huangaesthetics.com

www.huangaesthetics.com
Contact us for a complimentary consultation

13170 Ravenna Rd.
Suite 108,
Chardon, Ohio 44024
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Currently, over 350,000 people have died
nationally from COVID19, and in Ohio alone over
9,000 people have died. The U.S. The Bureau of
Labor Statistics quantifies that there are 10.7 mil-
lion people without jobs or laid off from work. The
effects of this pandemic have brought dire conse-
quences to each and every one of us. As part of the
Asian-American community in Cleveland, we
know that we are strong and united. As we now
enter the New Year, the pandemic is not going
anywhere, and we must continue to fight. Our
non-profit organization,Xcel Future, was created
off this basis.

Our members are Clevelanders, and Xcel
Future serves the Cleveland community. Our cur-
rent project is to help the homeless in Cleveland. It
has been hard for the homeless to receive aid as re-
sources are scarce, and homeless shelters have lim-
ited operations. We are running a large scale win-
ter clothing and blanket drive across Cleveland
and in various counties while following pandemic

protocols. Additionally, universities have also

'@"lﬂWﬁlﬁlﬂglﬁlﬂ]

joined in to help. The Chinese Student Associa-
tions from Case Western Reserve University,
Cleveland State University, and Ashland Universi-
ty are also collecting donations next week. Fur-
thermore, the Chinese Student Scholar Association
at The Cleveland Clinic has also joined our cause.
All donations will be going to The City Mission, a
homeless shelter in downtown Cleveland. We hope
to alleviate the pressures they face. We have in-
cluded a poster for our project that includes the lo-
cations, dates, and times of our drive, and encour-
age you to join us. The Chinese-American Com-
munity is resilient and spirited. We will continue
to fight this pandemic together.

Feel free to contact us with questions or to
get further involved. Thank you for your support
and Happy New Years!

Initiated by David Tan, a student from The
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Johns Hopkins University, and Victor Xie, a stu-
dent at Solon High School. Our email is
xcelfuture.cleveland@gmail.com
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"I want to wish everyone a happy new year. The first few months of this
coming year are probably going to remain tough. We have to continue to do what
Ohioans do best. Think of a football team — we have to block, we have to tack—
le, we have to carry out our mission. Qur mission is to keep a distance, wear a
mask, and stay home. Weve got to execute on the vaccines and carry out that
mission. We ve done it before, and we’ll do it again."

— Governor Mike DeWine —

Despite 2020 being a difficult year for many, Governor DeWine and Lt.
Governor Husted look to 2021 with enthusiasm and positivity.

“Though this year brought about challenges and hardship, I believe that
2021 will be a year of strong recovery - not only when it comes to COVID-19,
but also as it relates to our workforce and our economy. I have every faith that
the people of Ohio will continue to persevere in the coming months by working
together and helping one another. Tina and I want to wish you and your families

a blessed and very happy new year!
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Week In Review for the Week Ending
January 1, 2021

On Wednesday, Governor DeWine pro-
vided an update on Ohio’s response to the
COVID-19 pandemic, as well as other state ini-
tiatives.

Governor DeWine announced that Ohio
is expected to receive more than 238,000 doses
of the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines in the first
week of January. Governor DeWine encour-
aged those administering the vaccine to do so
with urgency.

"Although we'll never know whose lives
have been saved, we do know that these vac-
cines are saving lives," said Governor DeWine.
"We all have a moral responsibility to get the
vaccine out to those who choose to receive it as
quickly as we possibly can."

Governor DeWine also encouraged citi-
zens who wish to be vaccinated to act with ur-
gency when offered the vaccine. Because the
vaccine is currently scarce, Governor DeWine
warned that those who decline to receive a vac-
cine at the first opportunity may not immedi-
ately receive another chance.

SCHOOL QUARANTINE GUID-
ANCE CHANGE

Governor DeWine announced that Ohio
is changing its guidance regarding quarantines
following an in-classroom exposure in K-12
schools. Moving forward, students and teachers
exposed to a COVID-positive person in school
are no longer required to quarantine as long as
the exposure occurred in a classroom setting
and all students/teachers were wearing masks
and following other appropriate protocols.

The change follows an evaluation of
virus spread in Ohio schools conducted by re-
searchers with the Ohio Schools COVID-19 E-
valuation Team. Preliminary results of the e-
valuation found no discernable difference in
the risk of contracting the coronavirus between
those in close contact with a COVID-positive

person in the classroom and those who were
farther away.

"This evaluation confirms for us that O-
hio's classrooms are a safe place for our stu-
dents and that the commitment our schools
have made to keeping kids safe in the class-
room is working," said Governor DeWine.

Schools should continue to require quar-
antines for exposed students in situations where
masking and distancing protocols were not fol-
lowed. The updated quarantine guidance does
not apply to after-school activities, including
sports.

CURFEW EXTENSION

Governor DeWine announced that the O-
hio Department of Health extended Ohio's 10
p-m. to 5 a.m. curfew until January 23, 2021.
The extension is necessary until Ohio can de-
termine if it will see a post-holiday case surge
that impacts hospitals.

The curfew does not apply to those going
to and from work, those who have an emergen-
cy, or those who need medical care. The cur-
few is not intended to stop anyone from getting
groceries or going to the pharmacy. Picking up
carry-out or a drive-thru meal and ordering for
delivery is permitted, but serving food and
drink within an establishment must cease at 10:
00 p.m.

BAR & RESTAURANT GRANTS STILL
AVAILABLE

More than 5,100 eligible on-premises
liquor permit holders have not yet applied for
state assistance through Ohio’s Bar & Restau-
rant Grant Program as of December 30. Of the
$38.7 million allotted to support liquor permit
holders, more than $12 million remains un-
claimed.

Each active on-premises liquor permit (as
of 10.23.20) is eligible for $2,500 per location.
The funding is not competitive, and the money
does not have to be repaid.

Although the program is referred to as the
Bar & Restaurant Assistance Fund, more than
just bars and restaurants have eligible liquor
permits. Movie theaters, bowling alleys, sports
and concert venues, and even some hair salons
are eligible for this funding.

Permit holders who have not yet claimed
their funds should visit businesshelp.ohio.gov
to apply.

This week, Governor DeWine signed the
following bills into law.

-House Bill 24, sponsored by Representa-
tives Stephen D. Hambley and Darrell Kick, re-
vises humane society law.

-Senate Bill 39, sponsored by Senator
Kirk Schuring, authorizes insurance premiums
tax credits for certain projects.

-Senate Bill 310, sponsored by Senator
Matt Dolan, provides federal COVID-19 fund-
ing to local subdivisions.

-House Bill 312, sponsored by Represen-
tative Jena Powell, permits certain intrastate
equity crowdfunding. The legislation increased
appropriations in the amount of $105.2 million
in Fiscal Year 2021 for the Facilities Establish-
ment Fund Group to allow three projects to
proceed to Controlling Board: Columbus Crew
SC ($25 million), Sherwin Williams Company
($35 million), and Origin Malt ($10 million).

-House Bill 405, sponsored by Represen-
tative Jon Cross, creates the adoption linked
deposit program.

-Senate Bill 27, sponsored by former Sen-
ator Joe Uecker, regards disposition of fetal re-

COMBATING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

MIKE DEWINE

GOoOVERNOR OF OHIO

mains from surgical abortion.

Senate Bill 310 included language autho-
rizing the Ohio Department of Job and Family
Services (ODJFS) to pay kinship caregivers.
Across the state, more than 2,600 kinship care-
givers are providing safe and loving homes to
nearly 4,000 children in the custody of a chil-
dren services agency, making kinship care-
givers an important and essential part of our
child welfare system.

In response, Governor DeWine on
Wednesday signed Executive Order 2020-43D,
requiring ODJFS to develop a system to pay
kinship caregivers no later than June 1, 2021.
He also ordered ODJFS to pay caregivers
retroactively from the date the bill was signed.
This executive order ensures that Ohio’s kin-
ship caregivers receive the financial supports
they need to help their loved ones grow and
thrive, in a timely and efficient way.

On Thursday, Governor DeWine an-
nounced that Ohio Department of Health Di-
rector Stephanie McCloud signed a health or-
der encouraging people to stay at home during
specified hours unless they are working or en-
gaged in an essential activity. This extends pro-
visions in previous orders and applies until Jan-
uary 23, 2021, at 12:01 p.m.

As of Thursday, there have been 700,380
confirmed and probable cases of COVID-19 in
Ohio and 8,962 confirmed and probable
COVID-19 deaths. A total of 38,334 people
have been hospitalized, including 5,870 admis-
sions to intensive care units. In-depth data can
be accessed by visiting coronavirus.ohio.gov.

The Ohio Department of Health will not
report numbers on Jan. 1 in observance of the
holiday. Daily number reporting will resume on
Jan. 2 and will reflect totals from Jan. 1 and
Jan. 2.

For more information on Ohio's response
to COVID-19, visit coronavirus.ohio.gov or
call 1-833-4-ASK-ODH.




Important Information on COVID-19 Vaccines

Dear Clevelanders,

There has been a good deal of discussion
about the coronavirus vaccine and I am sure you
have questions. Ensuring that our community is
informed about the coronavirus and the vaccine is
a top priority.

This evening, I invite you to join my Tele
Town Hall event at 5:30 p.m. to discuss the pan-
demic, coronavirus vaccine and important preven-
tion efforts. To learn more and register for this
Dec. 30 event, click here. You can also watch at
www.facebook.com/cityofcleveland.

Below are some frequently asked questions
and answers from experts at the Cleveland Depart-
ment of Public Health (CDPH), the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the O-
hio Department of Health (ODH):

When will I get the vaccine?
The vaccine will be rolled out in phases. We

are following the guidance of the Centers for Dis-
ease Control & Prevention and the Ohio Depart-
ment of Public Health on distribution. Last week,
the City of Cleveland administered its first vac-
cines to first responders starting with Fire Chief
Angelo Calvillo and EMS Commissioner Nicole
Carlton. Click here to view video from the first
vaccinations.

As we move through the phases and supply
increases, COVID-19 vaccines will be available to
those who choose to be vaccinated. As of now, we
anticipate the vaccine being widely available to
the general public a few months into 2021.

Are there any side effects?

Clinical trials show that the vaccine has
some mild side effects. Click here to learn more
about the approval process for the vaccine. Ac-
cording to the CDC, the most common side effects
are fatigue, headache, soreness or redness at the

Ohio’s Vaccination Program

A Phased Approach

During Phase 1
vaccine supply will
be limited.

Vaccine administration will
be focused on reaching
critical groups.
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injection site and muscle or joint pain. View more
about side effects here.

I’ve heard rumors that the vaccine is not
safe. Is that true?

If you're not sure about getting the vaccine
yet, that's OK. But be sure to use trusted and sci-
ence-based sources for gathering information like
the CDC, ODH, CDPH and your medical
provider. ODH has a helpful myth vs. facts guide
on its website to separate fact from fiction. Click
here to check it out.

What can I do right now to protect myself
from coronavirus?

As I have said continuously throughout the
pandemic, there are important steps individuals
can take to slow the spread: stay home and leave
only when necessary, wash your hands frequently,
maintain six feet of social distancing and most im-
portantly wear a mask. In addition, we must all

limit our interactions, though I know this is espe-
cially difficult because of the holiday season;
however, it is an important measure to protect our-
selves and our loved ones.

Thank you and stay safe,

ap
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Frank G. Jackson, Mayor
City of Cleveland

Ohio’s Vaccination Program
— A Phased Approach

During Phase 1
vaccine supply
will be limited.

PHASE 1B§

GOAL: Save Lives

® Ohioans age 65 and older

Vaccine
administration
will be focused on
reaching critical
groups.

® Those living with severe congenital, developmental, or
early-onsat medical disorders

GOAL: In-Person School by March 1st
® Adults who work in schools

All available vaccines will be administered to those who choose fo receive it.
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REFLECTIONS ON TEA AND CONVERSA-

TION WITH YING PU,

PUBLISHER OF THE

ERIE CHINESE JOURNAL ... i

Dear Readers,
R ecently, I had the pleasure of sitting down
to a socially distanced tea with Ying Pu,
Publisher of the Erie Chinese Journal. A New
Year often brings reflection and Ying Pu mused
that she has now lived in the U.S. for twen-
ty-nine years, which is longer than the twen-
ty-eight years she had lived in China. She told
me that she loves both countries, and it is clear
that her adopted country loves her back, for she
has been honored and recognized on a number
of occasions throughout the years by the City of
Cleveland for her service to the community.

As publisher of the Erie Chinese Journal,
a bi-monthly publication, she has had the opportunity to meet heads
of state and others in high positions, such as former U.S. Presidents
Barak Obama and Bill Clinton, as well as former First Lady Laura
Bush and Hillary Clinton, who was also a senator and secretary of
state. Considering that meeting such personages is beyond the ex-
pectation of many average Americans, I asked her to tell me more
of her amazing journey on the road from her childhood in China to
her position now, of a well-known, well-respected and much
beloved figure not only in the
Asian-American community,
but in the wider American
community,  encompassing
people of all backgrounds.

Ying Pu told of her
days studying Public Rela-
tions at the University of
Shanghai,
loves people. To this I can
assuredly attest, for I have
seen her warmth, generosity
and exuberant
draw people to her like a
gravitational force! (Even the
family dog, who Ying Pu’s
daughter, insisted
must join the family, chose
Ying Pu as his favorite.
Keke, a miniature Schnauzer,
joined us for tea--- but don’t
worry about Diana,
now happily married and liv-
ing in London.)

Today, Ying Pu com-
pares her newspaper to a
strand of pearls: people are
the pearls and the newspaper
is the string which links them
together.  However, there
were many years of hard
work and uncertainty in the
intervening years leading to
the fulfillment of this lovely,
poetic analogy, and Ying Pu
spoke no English when she
and her husband, Chester Lu,
decided to come to the U.S. Ying B&
in 1991to further his studies ~k
in engineering and computer T}& l-gi-}ﬂ
science.

Their children, Diana and Frank were born in the early 1990s
and Ying Pu worked as a waitress to help support her young family
until her husband completed his advanced studies. Once her hus-
band began working in his field, she was able to spend several years
as a full-time mother, raising their children.

Ying Pu’s inspiration to publish her own newspaper came in
the early 2000s, after she had spent a few years writing articles for
the World Journal, the largest Chinese language newspaper pub-
lished in the U.S.

Her longing to connect people, an entrepreneurial spirit and a
desire to earn her own income, she states, were all factors leading
to her embarking upon the prodigious undertaking of becoming a
publisher.

saying that she

personality

Diana,

she is

From covering events, writing articles, taking pho-

YOUHE]NV“FD

_III_ i |

km%mmﬁiamﬁ

tographs, soliciting ads and even delivering the print
editions, Ying Pu has been a one-woman wonder, do-
ing all of this in the early years, on a few hours of
sleep per night. She works enormously hard, which
her daughter confirms with an interesting story of a
family vacation. Diana tells me that when she was
young, the family went on a cruise, which was enjoy-
able to all--- except Ying Pu. With thoughts of arti-
cles to be written, deadlines to meet and contacts to
be made, she found it very nearly to be torture! Ying
Pu’s memory of it now is of too much food and be-
ing separated from her work by too much water, a
clear indication that she truly loves her work and the
people she connects along her strand of pearls.

Reflecting over the years, she states that her experiences in the
publishing world have led to her growth in many ways, including
spiritual growth. Her happiness comes from the happiness which
she brings to others.

Through the internet, the Erie Chinese Journal is available
globally at www.ecjweb.net and she is proud of the fact that the
print run of each edition numbers over 10,000 copies per issue and
is distributed in areas of Cleveland, Columbus, Pittsburg, New
York and Chicago, among
others. Covering stories of in-
ternational, national and local
interest as well as sports, hu-
man interest, entertainment
and culture, her readership has
come to depend upon the Erie
Chinese Journal as an impor-
tant part of their lives. Karis
b/ Tzeng, AsiaTown Project
Manager for the non-profit
MidTown Cleveland, cites the
benefit to the community on
many fronts, including the dis-
semination of valuable and re-
liable information to aid in
protecting against the coron-
Particularly, Ms.
Tzeng also noted the impor-
tance of the physical newspa-
per due to the lack of comput-
er access in some areas.

However, news organiza-
tions, both large and small
were suffering in the pre-pan-
demic era, and now, Ying Pu
notes, the struggle for survival
in this era of pandemic is very
real. As a testament to the

avirus.

value of her work, the Erie
Chinese Journal was awarded
b 2 Covid-19 Local News Relief
Fund grant from the Facebook
Journalism Project Communi-
ty Network Grant Program in
May of 2020.

As Ying Pu spoke of her
love of the culture of both the
east and the west, saying that
being immersed in each makes
life colorful, I could not help
but recall the words of a 19 th century writer:

“Trade has ever been the grand pioneer of civilization, and
wherever in the past or present we find a nation or people engaged
in commerce, we find also the highest type of civilization. Com-
merce between nations, as well as between people, breaks down na-
tional antipathies, removes local prejudices, and binds the whole
family of man by the strong ties of association, and of mutual and
dependent interests... How unlike war is its mission! The one
showers upon a people wealth and happiness; the other riots in
blood, misery and desolation!” (Prof G.A. Gaskell 1880)

How very pleased I am to call Ying Pu my friend, knowing
that her strand of pearls works to link the family of humankind,

Cynthia

Haost

weaving a wealth of happiness along the way.
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“For many years I have had a dream,” de-  to honor both Vietnamese veterans and US veter- Dan kept saying to me: ‘I know you would like many in our neighborhoods did not even know
clared Director Gia Hoa Ryan, the Executive Di- ans as well as the Vietnamese people in the US. this other third site.” He took us all to that site. ~ what a cultural garden was,” Ms. Ryan noted.

rector and Founder of the Friendship Foundation This would be called ‘The Vietnamese Cultural “When 1 first saw Dan’s site, | knew right ~ “Some, when they thought of a garden, pictured a
of American Vietnamese. | wanted to build Garden.”” away this would be the home for our garden at garden growing vegetables. We had to educate
something which would honor both everyone on the concept of a cul-
our Vietnamese people and the tural garden. Actually, this gave

many veterans—both American
and Vietnamese--who had sacri-
ficed so much to help my country.”

She had seen others who

w—e|  have form and beauty, to the gar-
den plantings.”

¥.

THE DREAM IS COMINGTRUE o . 2

As for the permits, the
group had to go thru the Federa-
tion Design and Planning Com-
mittees to present all plans and
gain approval. Then they had to
appear at Cleveland City Devel-
opment and the Park committee
for presentation and a vote on the

had similar memorial dreams, (in
the spirit of Dr. Martin Luther
King. )
“In the early 1990’s,” she recalled,
“Some Vietnamese veterans ap-
plied to the Cleveland Cultural
Garden Federation to establish a
garden in memory of Vietnamese | &4
veterans. This effort was led by project. Through this time-con-
Mr. Le Nguyen, a Vietnamese vet- ’ § s q ek - L ——e suming and tedious, but absolute-
eran who worked on resettlement o \ g 7l b’ : 2 __2“ JOSQP}H’ Coge ly necessary process, the Viet-
for almost thirty years under the di- L - Fid e namese group had good support
rection of the Cleveland Communi- 711 Dr. Martin Luther King Boulevard, under the from Charlene Crowley and Lori
ty Relations Board. Despite the hard work of the But how could this be hill of the Cleveland Greenhouse gardens. This Ashyk, Executive Director for the Federation.
Vietnamese community and veteran leaders, un- accomplished? “We were still reminded me of the geographic shape of Viet (% P15)
fortunately their vision of a statue and soldiers looking how to contact the Nam and included the hill like our coun- e
memorial was rejected. ‘These are ‘cultural” right persons to get the best & :
gardens,” not for 'war memorials’ they were location and how to build &
told.” a garden for veter-
An effort was launched by American veter- ans--American and Viet- £¥
ans to honor their comrades and provide a namese. One day I men-
memorial. T studied and looked into this,” re- tioned my dream to
membered Ms. Ryan, “The project was headed ~some people who had &=
by a brilliant Attorney--Patrick McLaughlin. started the Internation-
Other veteran leaders included ever-persistent al Hall of Fame. This
Ray Saikus and Judge Michael Jackson (the qui- Was the Hanson Family—
et-spoken inspirer) supported by many others. Dan and his sister Debbie
They did achieve some success and remade the and Mama Hanson.”
Veterans’ Memorial quadrangle near Cleveland The group needed to
Public Square.” get permission from Cleve-
That inspired Ms. Ryan and others in the land City Council who are
Vietnamese and American communities. “We in charge of the Garden co-worker at Eastside Landscaping, Inc.
concluded it’s time for us to promote a project lands. “We were so fortu- They have lots of know-how and profi-
nate,” remembered Ms. Ryan.  “We had support ciency from working on other gardens as well.”

try’s mountains.”
! Now the birth place was found.
- But the group had to get the drawings,
- designs, permits, and definitely lots of
money. They sponsored an interna-
~ tional competition for design. From
~ all over the world they received many
design submissions and ideas.
“Since 2014,” Ms. Ryan
summarized, “We did find a great
garden designer. She has helped us
develop the birth place for a great cul-
&l tural garden. This is Charlene Crowley,
who is a Landscape Industry Certified
Manager and James Freireich, her

from Councilperson Matt Zone whose family has Com- munity support moreover had
always been so helpful to our Vietnamese Com-  {, pe gained for the garden. “At
munity. He would shepherd our enabling resolu- first ‘

tion through City Council.” - ’ \

But where would be the Garden’s |
site? “We know exactly where to
establish this garden,” the Hansons
smiled.

P

“So,” continued Ms. Ryan, “on
January 12 in 2014 on my birthday
we met at the sites of many gardens
along Dr. Martin Luther King
Boulevard. This included Dan and
Debbie Hanson and Sheila Craw-
ford, past President of the Federation
and the dynamic dean of Cleveland’s
Irish Community. There were three

lots available at that time--the first was
cond was okay, but
: o T




(L # P14) “Our Committee,”
Ms. Ryan, “had spent three years working on the
design. Eventually the idea was to have a statue
in the garden center, sculpted by artists from Viet

recalled

Nam, using exquisite classic Vietnamese white
marble. The statue would be 14 feet tall from
the base to top, of a Vietnamese woman. Sur-
rounding the garden center would be a plaza,
beautiful artistic concrete walkways, a curved
stone sitting wall, and spacious gardens of Asian
flowers vegetation, and trees including a small
bamboo forest. There would be stone monu-
ments at the entrance and exit, one showing a
map of Viet Nam with cultural and historic sites
and the other cultural remembrances.

“Unfortunately, in 2019,” Ms. Ryan sad-
ly stated, “my 93-year-old mother living in Viet
Nam passed away. So, while I am there in Viet
Nam taking care of my mother’s funeral, I also
took time to search for the right marble and the
skillful artists for carving the statue. As I said
earlier, we planned for a woman’s statue, remem-
bering our Vietnamese race who according to leg-
end descended from the loving union of a divine
prince living in the mountains and a heav enly
princess born in the seas. Our statue will show off
her beauty to everybody as the ‘Lady of Viet
Nam.’

“She is the symbol of Vietnamese women,
of wives and mothers and daughters, as well as all
women in the entire human family. We will also
have sculptural items and meditating marble
benches to celebrate our people and our veter-
ans, both American and Vietnamese. We will
furthermore remember all those who have helped
our community over the decades.

The Vietnamese-American Community,
after fifteen years of planning and work, has final-
ly started the physical building of its cultural
The scheduled a

garden. community

ground-breaking ceremony on May 30, 2020,
which was attended by some thirty people in-
cluding Committee members, President Kha, and
Vice-President Thi. All gave very fine congratu-
latory speeches.

Ms. Ryan thanked all who joined in the
groundbreaking:  “It was so gratifying to see and
hear everyone who came to witness for our grand
dream to have a Vietnamese Garden installed on

way
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Dr. Martin Luther King Boulevard in the middle
of some forty other ethic gardens celebrating our
many Cleveland cultures and histories. First, we
have wanted to build this garden for all the Amer-
ican Vietnam Veterans who gave their lives for
us. Except for their sacrifice we would not have
been able to come to America. Many millions of
lives around the world owe their freedom to
America veterans. Second, this garden is dedicat-
ed to the veterans of Vietnamese background who

bravely gave their lives for us. Third. in the fu-
ture when people visit this garden, especially
our youth, they will see the sacrifice of all our
peoples. Fourth, the Garden will celebrate our
4,000-year-old culture and achievements. It will
educate future generations about the heritage,
beauty and traditions of Viet Nam.”

Now the garden foundation is completed.
The bull-dozers have come and gone, the bricks
have been laid, and the base constructed with
concrete. The garden base is complete.
“Throughout the past seven years, while working
on our garden,” declares Ms. Ryan, “we have par-
ticipated in the Federation’s activities including
One World Day’s. We march in the nations’ pa-
rades, carrying our traditional flags. We sponsor
displays, performances of dance and singing, rais-
ing of flags ceremony, and feature Vietnamese
Foods and cuisine, contests and puzzles for the
youth, and other activities.

Lastly, our Garden Committee with the
leadership of the Friendship Foundation, The
Vietnamese Community of Greater Cleveland,
David Thi, President
Kha, and others, will be working to raise the nec-
essary donations. We estimate we will need at
least half a million dollars and even more for the
Garden Construction Fund and the ongoing main-
tenance duties..

Veteran Vice-President

In the last 27 years the Friendship Foun-
dation has conducted many missions not only to
build the garden, but also to aid the poor and the
children in Vietnam. The Foundation has spon-
sored some 2,000 volunteers who spend up to a
month or more in Vietnam to do charity work. A
number of these continued their work after our
annual missions, spending years teaching in
Vietnam. We assisted over two million Viet-
namese students from kindergarten to high school

and some college so they could continue their ed-
ucation.

The Friendship Foundation has also been
busy with seeking a "Sister City" to partner with
the City of Cleveland. "Sister Cities" is a world-
wide organization which joins cities together
from all over. A city in Europe might partner
with an African city. A city in the USA would
partner with a city from China. They work on
sharing ideas and programs. They also work on
joint projects for the two sister cities which can
improve their economies, their systems of educa-
tion, and cultural endeavors. The goal of the
Friendship Foundation, whose Sister Cities Pro-
ject is chaired by Attorney Thomas Similie is to
unite Cleveland with a city in Viet Nam such as
the coastal city of Nha Trang or a tourist city such
as Da Nang. "We have already been in contact
with leaders in these areas," reports Attorney
Similie. "I myself journeyed to Viet Nam last
year to make person-to-person presentations. |
am hoping that leaders from Viet Nam will be
able to come to Cleveland in this upcoming year
0of 2021 so we together can further our plans."

The Foundation has trained doctors, built
schools and houses, provided medical care and
operations,  foods,
school uniforms, books and school supplies, med-
ications and medical equipment, and provided

clothing, mosquito nets,

oL
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thousands of scholarships. The best mental
health hospital in Vietnam is headed by Dr.
Thanh Dang whom the Foundation trained and
provided schooling for in the United States so he
could manage this mental health hospital which
employs over one hundred workers, six doctors,
and five psychiatrists—providing men tal health
services for over three thousand patients. The
Foundation has trained other physicians from
Vietnam in America, including urologists. It has
helped train teachers, built schools, provide funds
for institutions for the handicapped,, and helped
women with their health problems. It has set up
nurseries, provided housing for the elderly, built
bridges in rural areas, built teacher housing for
those serving minority groups, and provided
classes and instruction for law students, lawyers,
and teachers.

The Foundation has erected schools and ed-
ucational buildings. Currently the Foundation is
completing its seventh school construction pro-
ject, this one near the Laotian border. (See ac-
companying photos of school work in Viet Nam.)

What does the Foundation need today? All
we need are money donations and your support
for our humanitarian work and to make our
“dream garden into reality.” You can send any
help and contributions to the Friendship Founda
tion, 2234 West Boulevard, Cleve land, Ohio
44102.
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Dear Clevelanders,

Happy New Year! The past year has introduced
new challenges and has forced us to adapt to new reali-
ties. As we celebrate the new year, I want to remind
you all that the pandemic is not over. While there is
news regarding the COVID-19 vaccine, we must re-
main cautious and continue to do our part to slow the
spread of the coronavirus.

This week, I hosted a virtual tele town hall event
during which I and members of the Cleveland Depart-

508 East Washington Street
’ Chagrin Falls, Ohio 44022

1

ment of Public Health discussed the pandemic, the
coronavirus vaccine and prevention efforts and an-
swered questions from residents. To listen to audio of
the event, click here. Last week, the City of Cleveland
administered the first vaccines to first responders as
part of the Phase 1A rollout. To view video of the first
vaccinations, click here.

I ask that you continue to avoid large gatherings
for the health and safety of your family and friends. Re-
member to wear a mask, wash your hands frequently,

4
n G e
R LT
g | P2l .
Gl L LR LU R LT TP

mr BEiL

maintain six feet of social distancing and stay home
whenever possible. Together, we can slow the spread of
COVID-19 in 2021.

Thank you and stay safe,

Frank G. Jackson, Mayor
City of Cleveland

CITY OF CLEVELAND
Mayor Frank C. Jackson
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Tel: 440.247.0808 Fax: 440.247.9133
Web:www.hunanbythefalls.com
/' E_mail:comments @hunanbythefalls.com
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BUSINESS HOURS

Sun: Noon-8:45pm
Mon-Thurs: 11:30am-9:45pm
Fri & Sat: 11:30am-10:45pm




