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Donna Hom, who immigrated to
Ohio from China 61 years ago and
went from working as a waitress to
building a local restaurant empire,

Hom was the owner of three
Chinese restaurants: King Wah in
Rocky River, Ho Wah in Beachwood
and Li Wah in Cleveland. She was
also the developer and owner of the
massive Asia Plaza shopping com-
plex at East 30th Street and Payne
Avenue.
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D onna Cheung Hom (nee
Cheung) age 83, of
Fairview Park, OH, passed
away unexpectedly on January | =
21, 2021. Born in Guangzhou, ' ';ﬁ'j“'_,
China, she married Willie L. r . 48 ¥ ll:t:;?
Hom and moved to

Youngstown, Ohio in 1960.
Willie passed away in 1991. |
She remarried and is survived ¥
by her husband, Danny Auye- |
ung. Willie and Donna had
four children: Harold (Anie-
da), Edward (Karen), Stephen
(Jessica) and Randy (Angie).
She was the loving grand-
mother to Lisa, Catherine, Bri-
an, Grant, Matthew, Andrew,
Jonathan, Brandon, Tiffany
and Cameron. She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents Yau Pak Cheung and Mei Oi Cheung,
her brother Wai Cheung, and her sisters Ruihe Zhang and Eliza
Woo. She is survived by her brother Ted Cheung, several sis-
ters-in-law and many nieces and nephews.

After Donna arrived in the U.S., she worked as a dishwasher
and waitress at her mother-in-law’s Chinese restaurant in
Youngstown and at Perkin’s Pancake House in Austintown, Ohio
while raising her first three sons. Willie and Donna left
Youngstown in 1970 when the city began to decline and settled in
Fairview Park, Ohio. She continued to work as a waitress in the
early 1970s in the Cleveland area. In December 1973, she convert-
ed an old biker tavern and opened King Wah Restaurant in Rocky
River, Ohio. The restaurant was an immediate success. In 1979,
she acquired a Chinese restaurant in Beachwood and renamed it
“Ho Wah.” That restaurant was also an immediate success. She
enjoyed serving her customers the best Chinese food in the Cleve-
land area.

Donna always dreamed of establishing a Chinatown in the
Cleveland area. In 1988, she purchased an old warehouse at East
30th Street and Payne Avenue. With the help of her husband Willie
and her son, Stephen, she remodeled the building and named it “A-
sia Plaza.” The building encouraged Chinese and then other Asians
to acquire other buildings in the area and establish businesses. She

ASIA PLAZA

opened the 400 seat Li Wah Restau-
rant in May 1991 in order to serve
authentic dim sum and Chinese
food. After Willie passed away in
September 1991, she continued to
work hard running her restaurants
and pushing for further development
of the Asiatown area. She acquired
many other buildings and homes in
the Asiatown area, including the old
Cleveland Food Bank building in
2004, which was then added to the
Asia Plaza building.
Donna always supported Asian com-
munity dreams in the Asiatown area.
She greatly supported the establish-
ment of the Evergreen Senior Hous-
ing facility at East 38th Street and
“4 Payne Avenue in 1997. She also en-
couraged and supported the develop
ment of the annual Asian Festival in the Asiatown area in 2010 and
opened Asia Plaza for it. In 2014, the Cleveland International Hall
of Fame recognized her for her service to the community.

Donna encouraged her children to work hard and pursue their
dreams. She helped her four sons attend and graduate from college.
She loved her family and encouraged her sons to marry and have
their own children. She loved her ten grandchildren and encouraged
them to work hard too to pursue their dreams. So far, her grandchil-
dren include an entrepreneur, an artist, and at least three doctors.
Family parties were noisy because there were so many people in-
volved.

In her later years, she met and fell in love with Danny Auye-
ung. They married in 2012. They travelled to many places around
the United States and the world and spent a substantial amount of
time each year living in Guangzhou China.

In the end, she did what made her the most happy. She worked
long hours at Li Wah throughout
the Christmas holidays last month
and was even providing service to
customers there during her final
weekend of life. She loved serv-
ing good food and talking to her
customers and friends.
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Donna Hom is a good friend to a lot of us Chi—
nese immigrants in our Cleveland community.She is
one of the first ones to buy properties in our China— P
town area.. The first Chinese woman who came to US %}iﬂz‘%};ﬁ%}%ﬁi
with nothing and no education to become exiremely ﬁi?;-li; ii -
rich and successful on her own terms. She does not ER T IN
complain and does not explain and BEEMmE AR
lived and passed on on her own terms.. [E & T
She worked hard and in her later years Rt By 2L SE A T AR 4
played hard.. i always waiched her in gmigg?ﬁﬁﬁT%
awe and admire her tremendously. She T EHIRE -
will be missed by a lot of us,,, g igzg g%ﬂﬁ;gﬁ

MEFTHALERAFOMEA

NERD B TERSZE

HE 22 EK 3t

RB/BAL BERB R MM RHRRZ
RENFARENTEA L, RELF MMM,
HRAEERMOZKE
BAAXSABAMBRFZOHET!
WEHREREE, ARERDEN SR, BER— %)
sEERATF IR R

FREE =1 HBhE X
REWEL—ERRERSIWHRE,
WERENENRPITH BFEEZFE —MRE

wE, FERE

s, meEnt 2B EHENEE
ERE ZKHEIEE EREDEENMR
ZE i 2 RIER

RHEE

kinfek &

WEEENZOREE HRELXERE —REC
=t B B IR A AL

and happy life like they did when

After a loved one passes, be encouraged by their pass— =
ing and legacy. Instead of crying, live an inspired, spiritual

each day with encouragement knowing that they are proud
and smiling down on you from Heaven

In Memory Donna Hom

It’ s hard to forget someone who gave you so much

Joseph Michael Gyulay
and Dr. Marisha G. Agana

they were here. Live
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