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Benjamin |. Holbert,
Mayor

Hello,

Today, Americans celebrate
Presidents Day. The Federal holiday
was established to recognize the birth-
days of President George Washington
and Abraham Lincoln. Both men were
born in the month of February.

Washington and Lincoln were
deemed to be two of the nation’s
greatest leaders. They provided pio-
neering management and proved to be
a guiding force for the populous. Con-
versely, both had detractors. Yet,
Washington and Lincoln’s commit-
ment to the Republic were undeniable.

President Washington was quot-
ed as saying, “The Constitution is the
guide which I never will abandon.”
More likely, most school children are
probably more familiar with Mr. Lin-
coln’s statement, “A house divided a-
gainst itself, cannot stand." Yet divided
we often find our nation and local gov-
ernments.

History books suggest, Washing-
ton had many political enemies, some
who were jealous, and others who cast
blame against the President for things
he did not do. Massachusetts governor
John Hancock snubbed Washington
suggesting as governor he had more
importance than the president. Fur-
thermore, some critics assailed Mr.
Lincoln in political cartoons describing
him as an ape. Senator Joseph Mc-
Carthy of Wisconsin accused President
Eisenhower of being a communist.

On September 9, 2009, during a
joint address to congress by President
Barack Obama which was nationally
televised, Congressman Joe Wilson of
South Carolina shouted "You lie!"

President Obama was outlining his
proposal for reforming health care.

Political derision has always been
rough on leadership. Many believe the
Presidency deserves respect. How far
can one go to demean a leader before it
actually becomes demeaning to the of-
fice? Is anything fair game? Is it okay
to lie about them? What are the limita-
tions?

Our nation is led by the President,
and local governments are led by May-
ors and City Managers all who have
difficult jobs and task. The work is of-
ten thankless and tedious. While citi-
zens should expect government leaders
to cooperate for the greater good of
those that are served, that principle is
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not always the result.

Following the State of the
Village address, Feb 11, 2021, a
Woodmere employee inquired
why I did not use my platform to
assail those who have attacked
me, in print and in public?

Simply put, I choose to nev-
er diminish the sanctity of this
office by responding to every insult,
groundless accusation, and assault on
my administrative agenda.

President Obama famously stated:
“When America soars, when we
look out for one another and we take
care of each other, when we root for
one another's success, when we strive
to do better and to be better than the
generation that came before us and try
to build something better for genera-

i tions to come, that's why we do what
+ we do. That's the whole point of pub-
. lic service.”

Servant leadership is my calling; [
choose to do it with dignity, honor and
my respect for the office of mayor. We
salute Presidents Day; we recognize

the significant sacrifice and accom-

plishments to advance our nation from

George Washington to Joe Biden Jr.
God bless, and God bless the

United States of America.

Respectfully,

Your Mayor

Benjamin 1. Holbert, III
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