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www.myverityloans.com
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Mortgage Loan Mortgage Loan Mortgage Loan
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T: 614-327-8376 T: 440-221-1128 T: 440-600-7900

NMLS# 20064741 MLO-0H.2006474
Email: Gwen@myverityloans.com

NMLS#2072178] MLO-0H.2072178
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Nationwide’

is on your side

Wherever life takes you, we’re there.

Life is fuII of uncertainties and sometimes you need someone to help
guide you through it all. At the Hec Hixson Insurance Agency, we special-
ize in finding customized solutions for your financial and insurance needs.

We speak Chinese (Mandarin and Cantonese)

Amy Lee

Hixson & Malinowski Agency

5530 State Rd. Ste 1, Parma, OH 44134.
216-965-0669; www.nationwide.com

AUTO | LIFE | BUSINESS

Products underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Insurance Cor ompazy and Affiliated Compan
Insurance Company or Nation wide Life and Ann uty] surance Company, Columbus, O, Nation wide, Nationwide Is On Your Side, a

vice marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. 2018 Nationwide CPC-0435A0 (09/17) 7897739

s. Home Office: Columbus, OH 43215. Life i ued by Nationwide Life

nd the Nationeide N & and Eagle are ser-
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You may not have to go to Cleveland Court

Because of COVID-19, there are different ways to take
care of legal matters. Visit www.cmcoh.org to get options for
tickets (traffic/ parking/ waste collection)

Also see details about small claims (less than $6,000) or
civil weddings.
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Earle B. Turner, Cleveland Clerk of Courts
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Health, Beauty and Wellness begin here. Huang Aesthetics and Wellness Center
Revive and rejuvenate your look and inner well-being to bring out the BEST in YOU!
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CSU Confucius Institute

Summer Classes

earning Chinese through Film

—Open to intermediate Chinese learners

—Watch Chinese films, understand the language
nd culture, practice listening and speaking

Advanced Chinese Language (l)

——Open to advanced-low Chinese learners

——Cover advanced level vocabulary, grammar,
peaking, and writing

earning Chinese through Music
-Open to elementary-high and above Chinese learners
-Learning Chinese songs, understand the language and
ulture, practice singing and speaking

Semester: May 24-July 9
Classes per Week: 2
Class Meeting Time: TBD
Class Format:
Virtual Class (via Zoom)
Tuition: $150
Registration:
https://www.csuohio.edu/confucius/
course—-information-and-registration
Contact
Dr. Huiwen Li
h.li84 @csuohio.edu
216-687-5431
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www.Liwahrestaurant.com

Tel: 216.696.6556
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Governor DeWine Announces $10 Million for School Security Upgrades

(COLUMBUS, Ohio) - Ohio Governor Mike
DeWine announced today that the Ohio School
Safety Center will award a total of $10 million in
grants to fund security enhancements at K-12 pub-
lic schools and institutions of higher education in
Ohio.

Ohio

SCHOOL

SAFETY

Ohio School Safety Center Logo

“It’s important that we work proactively to

CENTER

ensure that our school buildings and grounds are
as safe as possible to protect both students and
staff,” said Governor DeWine. “Two new grant
programs offered through the Ohio School Safety
Center will help schools and universities pinpoint
any weaknesses in their physical security and
make needed improvements and upgrades.”

The 2021 Campus Safety Grant Program,
which began accepting applications today, will
award $5 million to qualifying public colleges and
universities for improvements to physical security
on their campuses. The 2021 K-12 Safety Grant
Program, administered by the Ohio Facilities Con-
struction Commission (OFCC), will award an ad-
ditional $5 million to qualifying public K-12
schools for similar school safety expenses.

Both grant programs were funded as part of
Senate Bill 310 of the 133rd General Assembly.

“We believe this is the first time a Governor
and General Assembly have provided a statewide
higher education campus safety capital grant pro-
gram. | appreciate the Governor’s leadership and
recognition of our colleges and universities,” said
Ohio Department of Higher Education Chancellor

Randy Gardner. “This funding will allow colleges
and universities to further collaborate with their
first responders and safety professionals to help
make our campuses a safe place to learn, visit, and
reside.”

share the application and additional information
with public K-12 school buildings in mid-to-late
summer. Awardees for the K-12 grants are antici-
pated to be announced in early 2022.

“I encourage all eligible public K-12 schools

"These state-based grant dollars provide an
opportunity for schools to collaborate with first re-
sponders to not only identify areas of improve-
ment for security and safety, but actually have the
means to do something about it and fill the gaps to
keep students and staff safe," said Ohio Depart-
ment of Public Safety Director Tom Stickrath.

To qualify for grant funding, schools must
first conduct a security and vulnerability assess-
ment to identify potential areas for improvement.
Funding would then be awarded to mitigate the i-
dentified safety gaps. Eligible expenses include
but are not limited to improved lighting in parking
lots, security cameras at building entrances, and
secure doors.

Public colleges and universities applying for
a 2021 Campus Safety Grant can submit an elec-
tronic application from now through July 16, and
awards will be announced in August. OFCC will

to apply for a K-12 Safety Grant,” said OFCC Ex-
ecutive Director Cheryl J. Lyman “This grant is an
opportunity to support schools as they provide en-
vironments that are safe and conducive to learning
and achievement.”

Governor DeWine created the Ohio School

Safety Center in 2019. It is housed in the Ohio
Homeland Security Division of the Ohio Depart-
ment of Public Safety and works to assist local
schools and law enforcement agencies to prevent,
prepare for, and respond to threats and acts of vio-
lence, including self-harm, through a holistic, so-
lutions-based approach to improving school safe-

ty.
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Drive foot traffic to o
your business
through gameplay.

= | % offer d small

NATIONAL

CAPACD

Crganized by National CAPACD and Niantic Labs.
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Hi AsiaTown Businesses!

Free business highlight on Pokemon Go: We
have a new resource for you - Niantic, the game de-
veloper for Pokemon Go is offering AAPI-owned
businesses a free code to become a premium spon-
sored location (Poke Gym) on their app. This can
help drive foot traffic to your business! If you are in-
terested, please let me know - we will provide a
code, and we can help your business apply.

See attached for more details (includes in Eng-
lish, Chinese, Korean, and Vietnamese)

Ohio Development Services Agency: Some
updates from Ohio funds from the State:Around July
1, a new set of grant applications will become avail-
able on https://businesshelp.ohio.gov/. These appli-
cations will look very similar to what was online
several months ago. The website doesn't currently
show the grant opportunity, but I would create an ac-
count to be ready when it becomes live!

Local elections: This year, we have three differ-
ent elections! Check or update your voter registra-
tion here: https://ohvotes.org/ Here are some key
dates:

August 3rd - Special Election (District 11 Congres-
sional Race)

Voter Registration Deadline: JULY 6th, 2021
Early Voting begins - JULY 7th, 2021

September 14th Primary (Cleveland & Suburbs)
Voter Registration Deadline: AUGUST 6th, 2021
Early Voting Starts: AUGUST 17th, 2021
November 2nd General Election

Voter Registration Deadline: OCTOBER 4th, 2021
Early Voting Starts: OCTOBER 5th, 2021

Thank you!

The AsiaTown team

Karis Tzeng
Director of AsiaTown Initiatives
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Drive foot traffic to your
business through gameplay

By becoming a Sponsored Location, you

access a broad audience of players. Players see your
business on the game map and get fun gameplay and
rewards for visiting your business.
What You Get

Feature your business as an in-game Sponsored
Location

Drive location awareness and foot traffic
through in-game locations that make it more fun to
visit your business.
Share promotions in—game

Upload special offers, feature new products,
and link to your website from within your Sponsored
Location - like a virtual billboard.
Schedule mini—games

Schedule increased game activity at your loca-
tion at specific times, when you want more players to
visit. No physical event setup required.
Analytics

See aggregated metrics on how players engaged
with your in-game location. As our players' privacy
is important to us, we only share aggregated metrics,
we don't provide access to individual player informa-
tion.
How It Works
1. Apply to the Early Access Beta
Apply in minutes. If you are accepted, you will be
notified when the program is live to complete the
setup of your Sponsored Location.
2. Setup your location to appear in—game

Once approved, set up your location in
Poké mon GO (and more games to come in the fu-
ture!). Players will see and visit your Sponsored Lo-
cation while playing in the real world.
3. Optimize your results

Optimize your promotions to drive more trans-
actions, and schedule extra traffic at desired times -

spend as much or as little effort as you’d like!
Frequently Asked Questions

How is the Niantic Sponsored Location Early
Access Beta different from the Niantic Local
Business Recovery Initiative?

The Niantic Local Business Recovery program
is Niantic’s way of giving back to the community by
inviting players to nominate their favorite small and
local businesses to take part in the Sponsored Loca-
tion program free of charge for a year. The require-
ments for this complimentary, nomination-based ini-
tiative are different from the paid Sponsored Location

program. Further information on the Local
Business Recovery can be found here.

Who can apply for the Niantic Sponsored
Location Early Access Beta?

Generally, businesses with physical loca-
tions in the United States that receive in-store
in-person visits may apply. Up to 30 locations
per business entity. In addition, Sponsored Lo-
cations must meet our policy and guidelines. If
you do not meet these criteria but are interest-
ed, contact us.

Can a business have multiple Niantic
Sponsored Locations?

Currently, a business can have one Ni-
antic Sponsored Location for each physical lo-
cation the business operates, up to 30 locations
(each additional location incurs subscription
fees). For businesses with more locations,
please contact us.

What is the difference between a “stan—
dard location” and a “premium location”?

A premium location attempts to attract
more attention by being more visually and me-
chanically important to a player than a stan-
dard location. Specific mechanics differ on a
per game basis. In the case of Poké mon GO,
a standard location is a Poké Stop and a pre-
mium location is a Gym.

What is a promotion?

A promotion allows businesses to feature
special promotions, new products, or seasonal
content in addition to the main in-game loca-
tion description and image - think of it as an
extra virtual billboard space on your in-game
location! Depending on the plan tier, business-
es can change their promo campaign up to
once or twice within a calendar month.

Who will be able to see and interact with
my Sponsored Location?

Currently, players of Niantic games who
are within roughly 0.3 miles (~500 meters) of
your business’ physical location are able to
view your in-game location. This will differ
based on the game mechanics and game map.
However, only players within 40-50 meters of
the Sponsored Location are able to obtain
game experiences and rewards from it, and
would count as an engaged visit in game.

In what Niantic products can I get Spon-—
sored Locations for Small and Medium
sized businesses?

The Early Access Beta will offer
Poké mon GO locations only. We will be
adding more games on the Niantic Real World
Platform (such as Ingress, etc.) onto the pro-
gram in the future.

Piano Cleveland

— Grand Piano Pursuit Scavenger Hunt

Through July 8

To commemorate the upcoming 2021 Cleve-
land International Piano Competition, Piano
Cleveland has commissioned local artists to
repurpose pianos into reimagined artwork
that have been placed throughout the city for
Clevelanders to find, take pictures with, and
share on social for a chance to win prizes!
The upcycled pianos will be placed all
around the city, from Downtown to Universi-
ty Circle, Ohio City to Waterloo Arts Dis-
trict, and even Lakewood, Parma, and Shaker
Heights. Julia De Burgos Cultural Arts Cen-
ter has been chosen as one of the partner
sites! You can come check out the repur-
posed piano, by artist Nathalie Bermudez,
that will live outdoors until July 8, 2021.
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The Yellow Whistle ProjectBy
Maggie Yang, Luke Yu & Arwen
ZhangAPAPA  Youth in?Columbus
came together on May 30, 2021 pack-
aging over 5,000 Yellow Whistles for
later donation and distribution to the
wider community.

What is Yellow Wahistle

Campaign about? - by Luke Yu

THE YELLOW WHISTLE?campaign was
started by Dr. Agnes Hsu-Tang and her husband
Oscar Tang and was officially launched on April
19, 2021. The yellow whistle is used as a symbol
of self-protection, to bring attention to the hate
crimes, to call for solidarity with Asian Ameri-
cansand fight against historical discrimination and
Anti-Asian violence. By choosing the whistle, Dr.
Hsu-Tang and Oscar Tang break the stereotype of
Asians being a silent minority. The whistle is a
simple gadget with a universal purpose — to sig-
nal alarm and call for help — for all Americans.
We shall not remain silent. This is the country we
call home and this is where we belong. The Yel-
low Whistle Campaign unites Asian Americans to
fight against racism and hate crimes. We mobi-
lized the public and more than 200,000 whistles
are planned to be distributed throughout the coun-
try.

What did we do? O by Maggie Yang

APAPA Youth in Columbus came together
to package yellow whistles and to get to know one
another on May 30, 2021 during Memorialweek-
end. Ranging from 5th grade up to juniors in high
school, these APAPA youth got to know each oth-
er through the volunteer work packaging the yel-
low whistles. As an icebreaker, the? APAPA par-
ent volunteers organized a game where each per-
son would write down a fun fact about themselves
and drop it into a container. The facts were read
out loud and everyone had fun guessing who wrote
which one. Later on, both adults and kids began to
package the yellow whistles and created an assem-
bly line for efficiency. Everyone working together
was effective and we packaged a total ofover 5,
000 yellow whistles. Everyone got to know each
other by conversing while packing and it made the
whole process quick and fun. After packaging the

5 E:EMNNEDEHNB
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whistles,
snacks  were
laid out and
people began
to play frisbee,
soccer, and
volleyball.
The kids all
wrote  down
their  contact
information
and were able
to create a
group chat to
plan out future
events or just
to make new
friends. It was
great being able to have fun with people that were
also Chinese and allowed for the adults to be more
comfortable when getting to know one another.
Can’t wait for next time!

Why did I do what I did? -
fighting against racism and hate

crimes - Arwen

Growing up, I learned to accept all the
racism, insults, and microaggressions that came
my way. When kids made snide remarks about the
food I ate or teachers joked about the shape of my
eyes, | thought it was fine. If they laughed at me, 1
assumed that I had to laugh with them. In the back
of my mind, I knew it was wrong, but the truth
was that I didn’t think that anyone would believe
me. The one time I had told a teacher I felt uncom-
fortable, I had been told that it was “just a joke”,
and that I should “stop being so sensitive”.

I learned to make excuses for other people’s
behavior, and I told myself that this was the price I
needed to pay to be American.Looking back, I re-
alize that many people probably shared my experi-
ence, it was just no one ever said it out loud. When
I was asked to speak at the Unity Against Hate ral-

ly, I jumped at
the opportunity.
As a kid, T had
always wished
somebody had
stood up and
validated  my
feelings for me.
Speaking at the
Unity Against
Hate rally was
absolutely im-
| perative be-
cause | wanted
other youth to
understand that
their anger and
frustration was
okay. Especially now, with the rise of hate crimes a-
gainst Asian Americans, we need to all stand up to-
gether to fight. Being Asian American is not some-
thing we need to be ashamed of, and we need to rec-
ognize as a country that our diversity is our strength,
not our weakness.

The Yellow Whistle Project E& £ B &4t
EERAMEEREEDN ASAKRBEE G
ERE LHEZAN BETE, MRENHEFTEE
SHEEEHTEAHED, FEEANBEEENES
https://www.theyellowwhistle.org/ER 35, =% & H13;
{94 22 (apapaohio @ gmail.com),

Appendix:
Arwen’s Speech at Unity Againt

Hate Rally on May 15th, 2021

My name is Arwen Huanyan Zhang. I like mint
chocolate chip ice cream, playing Monopoly, and
binge watching TV shows instead of doing home-
work.I got my first name, Arwen, from when my par-
ents had?their Lord of the Rings phase. My last name,
Zhang, is the most common last name in China. Basi-
cally, this means that whenever the teacher does at-
tendance, 1 always prepare for two things: getting

called Owen Zhang, followed by,
“Are you related to so-and-so
Zhang?” Jokes aside, my name repre-
sents my culture, heritage, and iden-
tity. My name is complicated - I am
proud of it, but it also represents my
struggle to find my identity, the pain of never
really belonging anywhere, and death of an
American dream that was never mine.Those
five syllables, seventeen letters, are an elegy for
the foods I stopped eating, the gipao I stopped
wearing, the languages I stopped speaking. It’s
an elegy for the culture I stopped learning, the
history I abandoned, and the heritage I sup-
pressed.My name is an elegy, for the girl who
wanted to be President, who learned too quickly
that the world is not fair, that people will judge
you solely on the color of your skin and not
your personal character.Following the rise of
Anti-Asian hate crimes, racism, and the Atlanta
spa shootings, I immediately felt angry, sad, and
frustrated.

There was a sickening fear that I felt, that I
still feel, and a haunting realization that that
could have been me.But now, I just feel ex-
hausted.] am tired of having to justify my exis-
tence, tired of? seeing so many hurt and killed
because of their race, tired of being treated like
a second class citizen, tired of being denied dig-
nity and respect just because of the structure of
my nose and the shape of my eyes.Many of you
also feel exhausted. Yet, we must continue to
fight.

We must acknowledge our own biases,
call out racism and discrimiation, stand up and
support each other, and ensure that our world
has a better tomorrow.My middle name is
Huanyan. It roughly translates to “happy lan-
guage”, and my nickname, Huanhuan, literally
means “happy happy”. Even though I am not
quite happy, I am hopeful.As I look around me,
from the audience, to the volunteers and event
organizers, to the other youth speakers standing
next to me, I know that, no matter what, we will
still always have hope. Because it was hope that
brought my parents to America, it is hope that
leads me to stand here in front of you today, and
it is hope that will drive us forward.Thankyou.
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Chaplain (Major) Xiong Yan’s Bio
—Beijing University Law School graduate stu-
dent (1986-1989).

—Came to the United States in June 1992.
—Joined the U.S. Army in February 1994 and
will be retired from active service in September
2021.

—Deployed to Iraq from 2004-2005.

—Studied at Covenant Theological Seminary,
Trinity Divinity School, Westminster Theologi-
cal Seminary, and Gordon -Cornwell Theologi-
cal Seminary.

—Received a doctorate degree in pastoral min-
istry,D.Min

—Served in the First Cavalry Division. Second
Infantry Division, The First Infantry Division,
Warrant Office College, and Pacific Command,
...South Korea.....

—Currently serving in the Army Intelligence
Command Fort Huachuca.

s —Graduated from United States Army Com-

- .' mand and General Staff College.

"'H..

—Dr. Xiong Yan spent 15 years in colleges,
holds 6 degrees. He is the author of hundreds
articles and 4 books, including his poetry book.
18 years ago, Xiong Yan was a pastor in
Queens and joined the Army after the 9/11 inci-
dent when the Nation needed frontline military
chaplains. Now he has settled in New York
with his family.
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here are Lovers and there are Fighters, so the say-

T ing goes. So why then is international music and
fashion celebrity icon Aaron Paul being recognized by
the world of fighters with a prestigious award? His
award by the Masters of Martial Arts in Atlantic City
this weekend is for his contribution as an Ambassador
for Dragon Entertainment, and his starring role in their
production of the Dragon Squad the Gangs of New
York movie, which will be premiere in Times Square
at the end of the year. For those that are properly im-
mersed in the martial ways, will be fully aware that the
teachings of the martial arts goes far beyond the vio-
lence and fighting; as important and maybe more so,
are the philosophical and spiritual aspects of the con-
ditioning of mind, body and soul.

Aaron Paul, the Lover and Artist, entered the

Fighter’s World through his close friendship with Dr.
Leong Ying, Executive Producer of Dragon Squad.
The relationship has blossomed to expand into the Non
Fungible Token (NFT) virtual world that is a synerget-
ic fit for talented artists as with Aaron and content cre-
ators like Dragon Entertainment productions of movies
and music. The Dynamic Duo has partnered with
blockchain technology company Yezcoin in setting up
the new NFTiMart marketplace to promote and sell
NFTs. Aaron has used his musical creativity in support
of these joint enterprises: releasing Kung Fu Fighting
(original performance at 2017 Bruce Lee Anniversary
Tribute), and soon to release NFT What the Funk! to
mark the launch of NFTiMart.

Kung Fu Fighting - Music Art Video: https://youtu.
be/Bhfa-ONIA8g

Dynamic Duo (left to right): Dr. Leong Ying and
Aaron Paul

So as not to be outdone by his fellow British bud-
dy, Dr. Leong Ying was inducted into the Masters of
Martial Arts Hall of Fame. His half century of training
as a martial artists, includes achieving black belt mas-
ter status in Ju Jitsu, definitely qualifies him as a
skilled fighter, though he prefers to preach his philo-
sophical and spiritual ways than teach the physical arts
of fighting.
Dr. Leong Ying inducted into Masters of Martial Arts
Hall of Fame
Photographic Collection: Mas-
ters of Martial Arts
To make it a Full House, the co-
founders of Dragon Entertain-

LSS SN

ment: Grand Master Tyrone Bullock and Jocelyn
Nguyen also received awards to recognize their
achievements and contributions to the world of martial
arts and the entertainment industry.

Dragon Entertainment founders: Grand Master
Tyrone Bullock and Jocelyn Nguyen at the Masters of
Martial Arts awards ceremony
CONTACTS:

Dr. Leong Ying
Email: leong@klystar.com
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2021 CLEVELAND

Dragon Boat Festival
September 18th

AN R FIFERREABRFRA T 216-324-2959
Join us for a day of dragon boating,
competition and fun as we hold
the Cleveland Dragon Boat Festival
on the Black river in Lorain, Ohio!

We'll have a local
DJ playing music
with food trucks
and vendors to
enhance the race
day experience.

Be there early to catch the legendary
""Awakening of the Dragon" ceremony!
Registration 8am - races start at 9am

NEW LOCATION! s 5 g
123 Alabama Ave. SRl g i
Lorain, OH 44032 .. * AN

www.cledba.org
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Secretary Cardona Holds Virtual Roundtable with Early Childhood
Stakeholders to Discuss Priorities for Early Learning

Today, U.S. Education Secretary Miguel
Cardona held a virtual roundtable conversation
with a diverse group of early childhood stakehold-
ers and leaders who bring perspective from the ex-
periences of early educators, families, and com-
munities during the public health emergency. To-
day’s conversation will help inform the Depart-
ment’s early learning priorities. Topics that the
early childhood stakeholders discussed included
the early educator workforce, childcare and pre-K,
early intervention and early childhood special ed-
ucation services, and family supports.

Secretary Cardona opened the discussion
saying, “We know that this upcoming year is go-
ing to be critically important, and this conversa-
tion today is going to help shape some of the work
that we do in early learning. We have the early

this call. I'd love
your perspective
on how we can
build back bet-
ter.”

“1 think
we've seen a re-
newed coming

together of par-
ents as teachers,
and teachers, re-
alizing that
they're in this together and I think you can build
upon that,” said Joan Lombardi, senior scholar at
Georgetown University and international expert
on child development and social policy. “I can't
reinforce enough how much we need to revolu-

preschool discus-
sion they
should be plan-
ning together in
a community.”

Lea Austin,
director of the
Center for the
Study of child-
care employment
at UC Berkeley
said, “We know in this country that 90% of other
occupations are paid more than people who are
working with our youngest children. And within
that we know that we have some serious racial in-
equities and wage gaps. As we think about build-

those educators who are the linchpin to early care
and education quality, thriving and for these to be
good jobs so that we have people clamoring to be
early educators in this country.”

Secretary Cardona closed the conversation
saying, “I want to go from these conversations to
actually planning. Going back to what it was prior
to March 2020 is not the goal; that's a low bar.

“I've visited about 11 states already during
and after the tour, and those places that are doing
the best are the ones that understand intentional
collaboration; that doesn't mean you agree --- but
be intentional about making sure you're putting
students at the center of the conversation.

“Supporting the development of our young
children and families should be a community ef
fort because when our children succeed, our com-

learning heavyweights from across the country on tionize the K-3 system --- and the childcare and

ing back better, for me it really means having munities succeed.”
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English Abstract:
Ever since she was in seventh grade, my
daughter started listening to Korean pop music

often abbreviated as “K-Popafter being intro-
duced to the Korean boy group, BTS, from her
friend. Throughout her four years of channeling
her passion into its artistic attributes, she has de-
veloped multiple outlets to release her creative
ideas and innovations, and when she entered high
school, she organized the first K-pop club. Dur-
ing the past few years, she frequently would learn
the dance moves to popular Korean pop songs by
her favorite artists, and by establishing this club,
it helped her truly take her simple hobby to the
next level. This form of artistry also helped her
through the year-long pandemic, allowing her to

It 2% &5 & 71

further her skills and even begin to film her own
covers. These videos later turned into online per-
formances as they became recognized by her
school’s annual Holiday Show and the Great
Pittsburgh Chinese Community’s Lunar New
Year Gala. My daughter has inspired both me and

. others around her to appreciate all kinds of Cul-

ture and Art, no matter what country itoriginates

~ from.
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My daughter is a K-Pop fan
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Solitude gas derricks

George Westinghouse, the pioneering inven-
tor, progressive industrialist, and innovative en-
trepreneur who was celebrated at the 2019 CAST P
Summit, was born on October 6, 1846 in the small
town of Central Bridge, New York.

After serving honorably in the Civil War, the
young inventor returned home.In 1865, at age 19,
he patented his first invention, a rotary steam en-
gine. Two years later, he designed a "re-
placer" to guide derailed railroad cars back
onto the tracks and a reversible “frog,” a
device to switch trains between tracks.
1867 was also the same year he met,
wooed, and wed Marguerite Erskine, who
was his wife until death did them part
nearly five decades later.

But the Westinghouse invention that
revolutionized the railroad industry was
the air brake system, which finally gave
engineers a quick, reliable, and safe way to
stop their trains. Automatic signaling and
switching systems that Westinghouse soon
developed further improved railroad safety
and efficiency.

Seeking railroad customers to buy
his products and a source of steel to build
them, he moved to Pittsburgh in 1868 and
started the company that would generate his first
fortune.

Three years later, Westinghouse was prosper-
ous enough to geta birthday surprise for Marguerite.

He secretly purchased a house and 5-acre
parcel in the then still rural East Liberty Valley a-
long the Pennsylvania Railroad’s mainline, 6 miles
east of Pittsburgh, between Murtland Street and
Lang Avenue. The location was appropriate, be-
cause the railroad was Westinghouse’s primary
customer, and it gave him an easy way to get
around.It was Marguerite who named the estate
Solitude, its trackside location notwithstanding.

Over the next decade, as his fortune mush-
roomed, Westinghouse acquired the adjacent 5-acre
parcel and expanded his estate all the way to
Thomas Boulevard. The house was greatly en-
larged. Westinghouse had a new stable built, with a
private workshop in its basement. To connect his
house and his "inner sanctum," he had a tunnel dug.
Brick-lined and eight feet high, the tunnel is over
220 feet long.

During the four decades Westinghouse lived
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Solitude full portrait
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by David Bear Initial Organizer Westinghouse Park Second Century Coalition

and worked at Solitude, numerous notable politi-
cians, industrialists, and scientists were regular visi-
tors, including President William McKinley,
Britain’s Lord Kelvin, and Nicola Tesla, the AC
electricity theorist, as well as notable neighbors like
H. J. Heinz, and H. C. Frick.

But the most spectacular event that occurred
at Solitude was the discovery in 1884 of a large sup-

ply of natural gas in three wells Westinghouse had
drilled in his own backyard.

Early in the morning of May 22, the drill bit
pierced a large pocket of gas at a depth of 1600 feet.
The ensuing gusher spewed gas unchecked for over
a week before Westinghouse devised a method to
cap the well.

At that time, natural gas was considered too
dangerous for residential use. Over the next two
years, Westinghouse patented dozens of devices for
the safe distribution, use, and metering of natural
gas.

His initial customers included many of the
other mansions in the neighborhood. Westinghouse’
s innovations and insights were instrumental in
making natural gas an important new source of en-
ergy. Its rapid development both resulted cleaner
skies over the Pittsburgh area and attracted new in-
dustries.

Westinghouse assigned these natural gas
patents and leases to the Philadelphia Company, an
inactive utility he bought, and used it to acquire gas
wells throughout western Pennsylvania and West
Virginia.

By 1889, the Philadelphia Company was the

nation’s largest natural gas producer. Both Equi-
table Gas and Duquesne Light derived from assets
that were once part of the Philadelphia Company.

Westinghouse’s creative genius found many
outlets in addition to railroads and natural gas.
Working with Nicola Tesla, Westinghouse Electric
developed systems for generating, transporting, and
using alternating current.

After the company won contracts to light the
1893 Chicago World's Fair and harness the
power of Niagara Falls to generate electricity,
AC current was adopted worldwide.

All told, Westinghouse was granted 361
patents in his own name, an average of one ev-
ery seven weeks for 42 years.

Westinghouse was as much a visionary en-
trepreneur as a gifted inventor. He founded the
Westinghouse Air Brake Company in 1869, U-
nion Switch and Signal in 1881, the Philadel-
phia Company in 1884, Westinghouse Electric
in 1886, and more than 50 other companies,
many of which still survive.

Always a progressive thinker and humanistic
employer, Westinghouse was the nation’s first
industrialist to implement nine-hour workdays,
55-hour workweeks, and half-holidays on Sat-
urdays. He was a pioneer in providing educa-
tional and cultural opportunities for his employees;
and paid higher wages to get better workmen and
engineers. Westinghouse Electricwas the first com-
pany to hire a female engineer.

George Westinghouse was still inventing
when he died on March 12, 1914, at age 68. When
Marguerite died three months later, their only child,
George 11, inherited everything.

Age 29, this Westinghouse did not live in
Pittsburgh nor had much affection for Solitude.
Four years later, he sold the
property to the Western
Pennsylvania ~ Engineers
Society, who deeded it to
the city on November 30,
1918, for use as a public
park and memorial to
Westinghouse.

In accordance with
the deed transfer, the man-
sion was razed the follow-
ing summer, and Solitude
became Westinghouse
Park.

Westinghouse Park entrance — 1884
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Innovation

That is how it has been for more than 100
years.

In 2018, the Westinghouse Park 2nd
Century Coalitionwas organized to help pol-
ish and preserve this rare recreational gem for fu-
ture generations, while also enhancing its ecology,
and remembering the remarkable man after whom it
is named.

In conjunction with the Point Breeze North
Development Corporation, the WP2CC has initiated
a multi-faceted effort.

One element is the creation of a comprehen-
sive master plan for the city to follow going for-
ward, a plan that celebrates the park's assets and is
expressive of the communities it serves.

Another element is Westinghouse Park's re-
cent certification of eligibility for listing in the na-
tional registry of historic places. As we say, "His—
tory Happens Here."

We're also seeking recognition for the park as
a certified Arboretum.

Another element of the effortwas initiated
with the recent world premiere of The Current
War.

A musical play that tells the story of the epic
AC/DC battle between Westinghouse and Edison to
develop electricity, it was staged by Quantum The-
atre under a big tent raised in Westinghouse Park.

The Current War was the first event in a
year-long recognition of the 175th anniversary of
the birth of George Westinghouse this October 6.
We call it Westinghouse175.

Much more will be coming starting this Octo-
ber and running through the Fall of 2022.

To find out more about the park and coming
events, visit our website www.westinghousepark.
org.
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