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Election Day is coming up on November 2!
Be sure to register to vote or update your voter regis—
tration by October 4. Make a voting plan - vote by
mail, early in —person, or at your polling place on
Election Day. For assistance, contact 1-888 -API -
VOTE.

The following is an excerpt from the League of
Women Voters (LWV) Voter Guide. LWV submitted
questions to the candidates and have published candi-
date responses. Asian Services in Action (ASIA, Inc.)
and the AsiaTown team at MidTown Cleveland, Inc.
have translated the information. Visit vote411.org for
more information.

Cleveland City Council Ward 7
RAXWHREHELELEE
Term: 4 years {EH3:4 4
Salary: $80,371 #%£:$80,371
Ward 7 includes the Hough, St. Clair —Superior,
Midtown, and Asia Town neighborhoods. $#-tiEE
€1 & Hough, St. Clair—Superior,Midtown, #1 Asia

Town ZEiMiEHEE

Stephanie Howse
42, State Representative 42
MR

Qualifications: Being a state
legislator, engineer, educator
and Entrepreneur, I have
gained over 18 years of ex-
perience 218 & 1% & H,
TR ER ERE
FRACER 18 L) 1
Education: B.S., Civil (Envi-
ronmental) Engineering,
Florida A&M University - Florida State University Col-
lege of Engineering; M.A., Environmental Studies, Max-
ine Goodman Levin College of Urban Affairs, Cleveland
State University 25 &5 /K F-: + K (FR15) LFRE+ 28
FREEAR TR - (b B N 1y KER T REER S B A
SREL, R R BN 17 B Maxine Goodman Levin 1
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Campaign email: StephanieForWard7 @gmail.com
Website: stephaniehowse.com

Facebook: StephanieForWard7CLE

Twitter: @stephaniehowse

Instagram: stephaniehowse
D 0 you support the police accountability initia-
tive that will be on the November ballot? How
do you propose to improve public safety in Cleve-
land? Consider CPD’s budget and policing meth-
ods, crime statistics, and even noise complaints. %
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I support the police accountability initiative that will
be on the November ballot. To improve public safety
in the City of Cleveland I would propose the City of
Cleveland analyze the 427,329 emergency 911 calls and
the 119,272 emergency management services calls
placed, specifically identifying if the appropriate profes-
sionals were used for the situation, what happened to the
individuals that needed assistance and the geographic lo-
cation of where the incident occurred. Based on the anal-
ysis, I would propose targeted policies for mental health,
substance abuse, crisis intervention, and preven-
tion-based services to ensure the $371.5 million budget-
ed for the Department of Public Safety are being spent
based on the actual needs of City of Cleveland residents.
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W hat legislation, regulations or policies would
you propose to help alleviate the scourge of
lead poisoning in Cleveland? Consider housing
and public schools along with testing programs. %
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T o help alleviate the scourge of lead poisoning in
Cleveland I would propose the City of Cleveland
take a more proactive role in the enforcement of the
Lead Certification program for rental properties and in-
crease investment in the Lead Hazard Control Grant Pro-
gram. Additionally, the City of Cleveland needs to create
a plan to reduce lead in drinking water in homes,
schools, and other places (built before 1986) that chil-
dren frequent. /25 1 VLS s I SR B S R RR (5 o, T 2
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H ow would you ensure that federal COVID e-
conomic recovery relief funds reach Cleve-
land wards and residents who need it the most?
Do you support public input in that budgeting pro-
cess RE A RE LRI #E 14 F 7 #% 1&(COVID)HIAE
EEENESFEEFXNR2ECHHEMNER
FHIUFERXHFARSHTAEIRA?
I support public input in the budgeting process and
believe the City of Cleveland should adopt a partici-
patory budgeting process to hear directly from residents
and allocate the federal COVID economic relief funds
based on what residents want. The one-time federal

funding provides a good opportunity to evaluate the ef-
fectiveness and impact of gathering residents' input in a
non-traditional way and can help the City of Cleveland
assess other opportunities to have residents' input on fu-
ture budgeting processes. For the record, I proposed par-
ticipatory budgeting for the State of Ohio in the 132nd
General Assembly (2017-2018) that only received one
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H ow should the city address the displacement
stemming from gentrification of neighbor-
hoods that have been home to the black commu-
nity and other communities of color? 15 iy Ea% 41
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T he City of Cleveland should address the displace-
ment of residents by making a significant invest-
ment to help City of Cleveland residents become home-
owners. Approximately 58.5% of Clevelanders are
renters (65% of Ward 7 residents are renters). Communi-
ties that own their properties are in a better position to
determine what happens in their neighborhoods. Home-
ownership will also help Clevelanders begin to have fi-
nancial stability and begin the process of creating wealth
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H ow will you communicate with your con-
stituents to get their input and to dispense
information? Would your ward’s constituents bene-
fit from expanded language access for city ser-
vices? {EAG AN B 1R IEE R 18 W i fs B AR
AP By B 52 P 7E 38 T AR R 7 5 1 FU AR 7% B 1B 1 2
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I f given the honor to serve as the Councilwoman for
Ward 7 Cleveland City Council, I would survey resi-
dents to understand how they want to be communicated
with (postal mail, email, phone, text, in person, virtually)
and develop a communication plan based on residents'
feedback. With a community of Asian American Pacific
Islanders being residents of Ward 7, I believe partnering
with ASIA (Asian Services in Action) for language ser-
vices is vital to ensure residents can be appropriately
communicated with. 21 -G SEE T TE R B i e
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TJ Dow Candidate did not respond to the League’
s questionnaire before our print deadline. Check
Vote411.org for any updates. 1%i% A if k#E31TH
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Cleveland Mayor
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D 0 you support the police accountability initiative

that will be on the November ballot? How do
you propose to improve public safety in Cleveland?
Consider CPD’s budget and policing methods, crime
statistics, and even noise complaints
(1) Justin Bibb:

etter law enforce-

ment and systemic,
accountable police reform
are two sides of the same
coin. I’m the only major
candidate in this race to
publicly endorse the Citi-
zens for a Safer Cleveland
ballot initiative. Compre-
hensive, citizen-led over-
sight will lead to police re-
form, improve law en-
forcement, save taxpay-
ers’ money, rebuild trust, and most importantly save
lives. I plan to reduce violence and increase public safety
through evidence-based violence interrupter programs, e-
ducational and job-training programs for teens and
young adults, more after school and recreational pro-
grams, fighting for better gun laws that takes illegal
firearms off the streets, and successful community re-en-
try programs like Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry’s
“Project Care” that offered citizens returning from
prison the opportunity to transition back into society.
Better law enforcement and systemic, accountable police
reform are two sides of the same coin. As mayor, I'1l en-
sure we have both to stop crime. B %L N (ES
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(4) Kevin Kelley
I support police accountabil-
ity but do not support the
proposed charter amendment.
My Safe Neighborhoods Now
plan has three basic pillars: 1)
give police the support, tools
and training they need to do the
difficult job of policing; 2) in-
stitute true community policing
that is tailored to each neigh-
borhood. This will include
neighborhood safety centers,
foot patrols, bike patrols, and a
community relations committee in every district; 3) at-
tacking the root causes of crime, which include poverty,
hopelessness, and disinvestment. % 37 572 22 [ 5 ) (H
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W hat legislation, regulations or policies would
you propose to help alleviate the scourge of
lead poisoning in Cleveland? Consider housing and
public schools along with testing programs.
(1) Justin Bibb:
W e must live by and be held accountable to the
principle that every neighborhood is vital to our
future as a city. By focusing on our most vulnerable resi-
dents - children, seniors, those with disabilities, veter-
ans, people in poverty, -- we will improve our quality of
life and reduce inequality by directing resources to pro-
duce physically and socially safe, economically thriving,
and well-served neighborhoods. As Mayor, I will bring a
real commitment to enforcement, increased funding for
screening and testing in public housing complexes and
schools to minimize lead positioning in our city. I will
also work with local organizations like the Lead Safe
Cleveland Coalition, activists, and advocates to engage
and educate the community on lead prevention resources
and efforts. My Administration will also support the im-
plementation of the Lead Safe Certification program to
ensure property owners are in compliance. F{fIAZH
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(4) Kevin Kelley
C ouncil passed ordinance number 747-2019 requir-
ing all residential rental units constructed before
January 1, 1978 must have lead-safe certification from
the Director of Building and Housing according to a
schedule established by the Director. All units must be
certified by March 1, 2023. In addition the Lead Safe
Cleveland Coalition was formed to be the community
outreach arm of the lead safe effort. In addition to com-
munity outreach, the Lead Safe Cleveland Coalition is
charged with raising money for the effort. Thus far, mil-
lions of dollars have been raised for lead remediation. Ti7
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W hat steps would you take to encourage busi—
nesses to return to downtown with a full com—
plement of employees?
(1) Justin Bibb:
H aving a thriving urban core is essential to having a
competitive city. To encourage businesses to re-
turn to Downtown, we have to get the basics right from
increased access and affordable public transit, to activat-
ing more green spaces, and supporting restaurants and
hospitality businesses to bounce back from COVID-19.
It's critical we support local businesses to create, retain,
and keep more good jobs with good pay, and good bene-
fits, right here. I'm committed to putting local businesses
and workers first in line for city contracts; and using
American Recovery Act funds to expand small business
jobs. We also have to ensure we have quality program-
ming, activities and opportunities to activate Public
Square and do a better job of connecting downtown to
the lakefront. And finally, I will leverage the bully pulpit
of the Mayor's Office to recruit more business and in-
vestment, promote and maximize Cleveland's assets, and
be an unwavering ambassador of the city nationally. % 77
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(4) Kevin Kelley
R estoring the vitality of the Downtown Neighbor-
hood is important for the entire City. People love
Downtown for the restaurants, street level retail, and
general vitality. That is why we must do everything we
can to help those small businesses who were most hurt
by COVID. We cannot expect people to come back
downtown unless there is a good reason to do so./k{& {7
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0 you have proposals to stop Cleveland’s popu—
lation loss and the area’s brain drain?
(1) Justin Bibb:
I mproving public education is a top priority to prevent
further population loss and brain drain in Cleveland.
During COVID, we lost many families to the suburbs be-
cause our school district didn’t have the resources to
compete. Now, we have an opportunity to rethink public
education and prepare students for college, work and life
in the 21st century. My plan for education includes de-
veloping year-long internship and apprenticeship pro-
grams inside CMSD so students graduate with real expe-
rience and are on track to full-time employment in
Cleveland once they finish school. I plan to work with
employers and educators to build a user-friendly system
that matches residents job skills with regional job open-
ings, and to provide paths to better pay and benefits for
city residents. I will also work to ensure all residents are
within 15 minutes of a school, grocery store, park, and
other community assets to help create an attractive envi-
ronment for businesses and residents. [ /AHLZE 2
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(4) Kevin Kelley
T o stabilize our population we need strong schools,
safe neighborhoods, and job opportunity. To create
a strong, thriving economy, we must train our young
scholars and workers for the available jobs in healthcare,
skilled manufacturing, information service and the
trades. As Mayor, I will make sure that career readiness
starts in our schools in grade school, that we promote
Say Yes to Education, and all Clevelanders have a full
portfolio of opportunity. 55 [ FRE T AL, 7
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H ow do you propose to combat the increase in
absentee landlords, mortgage foreclosures, de—
creasing home values, blight, and abandoned housing
stock?
(1) Justin Bibb:
I t is time we put people and neighborhoods first. I"11
direct resources to address core issues that impact
our neighborhoods and will fight to protect and strength-
en the quality of life for residents. On day one, I will use
every element of the law to take bold, proactive, decisive
action to hold predatory companies and polluters ac-
countable for exploiting and destroying our neighbor-
hoods. I'll work to pass pay to stay legislation to protect
tenants from immediate eviction, take legal action a-
gainst any owners failing to register rental units and issue
Notices of Violations for breaches, and expand housing
and building codes and ordinances to apply to third-party
agents. 1’1l incentivize our neighbors to rehab, improve
and otherwise invest in their homes. Everyone deserves
to breathe clean air, drink clean water, and enjoy streets
that are free from trash. This is basic and environmental
justice isn’t just a buzzword, it’s my commitment to
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(4) Kevin Kelley
I will focus on eliminating blight. This begins with
demolishing the remaining 4000+ houses on the de-
mo list, aggressive housing code enforcement, and en-
forcement of the rental registry and lead safe certifica-
tion. In addition I will continue to support tools such as
loan loss reserve funds, such as the Middle Neighbor-
hoods Initiative in underserved neighborhoods. F% ji 25
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