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T his was the first community event I took on be-
ing newly hired as DAPs Director of Engage-
ment and Events. When I moved to Akron from
Lakewood I wanted to focus on building engagement
and challenging me by planning an event DAP hadn’
t done before. When I learned that Lunar New Year
was a celebration DAP had been thinking about pur-
suing for quite some time, I hit the floor running.

I worked closely with community partners to
plan and execute the evening and continue to be such
in awe of the levels of appreciation, kindness, and
patience that were given in my relatively new role.
After two years of a global pandemic, seeing the
Lock 3 Commons full of people with smiling faces
was a heartwarming glimmer of normalcy, a promise
for what the future may bring. I am so happy to have
the opportunity to promote diversity and inclusion
downtown and to bring the community together. I'm
excited to dedicate energy to the event in coming
years, especially as the Confucius Institute - the or-
ganization that formerly hosted New Year festivities
- is closing this June.

My hope for Akron’s new Lunar New Year tra-
dition: “That it can continue to grow and become an
annual event so that we can continue to celebrate the
diversity that makes Akron so special.”

—Elizabeth Flanagan, Director of Engagement
and Events,Downtown Akron Partnership
T his is my second year at STEM High School
and my first year participating in Chinese New
Year. My first time experiencing Chinese New Year
was in sixth grade. I watched my brother perform for
Chinese New Year at STEM Middle School. It was
so fun to watch something so different from what I
was used to. This year I finally got to participate in
the event. I wore a red and gold dress and got to
greet people and give out red envelopes. It was a-
mazing to watch people celebrate their holiday, their
excitement and joy at seeing their holiday celebrated.
It was so fun getting to talk to people, who don’t cel-
ebrate Chinese New Year, and see their expressions
as they watch something, wholly unique and vibrant
from their everyday lives. The whole event was so

exciting, getting to immerse yourself in another cul-
ture is an amazing experience I am happy to have
been a part of.
JoriPresutti, Wi STEM & fh+ERFE

M y name is Jaeden Dancy and for the past few

years at NIHF STEM Middle School I have
been only watching the Chinese New Year celebra-
tions but this year, [ was able to participate in the cel-
cbrations and enjoy the experience and the atmo-
sphere of the Chinese New Year. The main activities
that I participated in were being a panda, passing out
red envelopes with chocolate and money, and doing
tai chi with my fellow pandas. The days before the
celebration were very anxious for me and I was ex-
tremely excited to participate and enjoy the event.
Throughout the event, everything was fast-paced and
sometimes we had to improvise on what we were do-
ing so we kept the visitors entertained as well as stay-
ing committed to our job. This was truly an amazing
experience and event and I would love to do it again;
from the people to being dressed as a panda, every-

thing added to a fun and amusing experience. The
most amazing thing about the environment was the
decorations and culture and the people who under-
stood the magnitude of the event and were part of
Chinese culture. The most entertaining aspect of my
role in the celebration was gathering lots of £ £l or
red envelopes and running as a panda to distribute
them to the people in attendance.
--Jaeden Dancy #+/%K STEM Fh~2/ \SE 2424
The Chinese New Year event at Lock 3 was in-
credible. There were so many unique acts that were
performed by amazing, talented people. Martial arts,
dragon dances, fireworks, the list go on, and you
could tell the crowd took in and enjoyed every sec-
ond of it. I, myself, have participated and watched a
couple of performances. However, this one is easily
my favorite of all the years performed. There were so
many people watching that the performance area was
nearly overflowing with people. The performance
was great, and I can hardly wait for next year’s festi-
val!

Casey Renner, {817 STEM §HNERFSE
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Fl1% 2 It was Charles Oakley
Foundation All star weekend
night party! Singing, dancing,
chatting, eating, drinking, tak-
ing photos, so much fun! A
NBA legend, tall, handsome,
Charles looked very dapper in
a black suit at the party. When
I was standing beside him in
front “All Star” banner, I clearly
felt Charles’ energy, very mindful!
Obviously he is a celebrity, but I didn’t
feel being overpowered or suppressed.
On the contrary, I felt much inspired,
elevated and supported from his close
presence! Heartfelt to my dearest
friend, Ying Pu, who took this photo
capturing the life-long memorable mo-
ment!
REREIZ Cyril White 555562
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I had a really great time at NBA All-Star Cleveland. I
was first a little skeptical about the cold weather in snow, but
the sun kept it nice and warm and it was an overall great
event.

It was great talking to Charles Oakley. He is a first class
gentleman compared to brute bully of a basketball player he
was. His event was a lot of fun”

I am very thankful to Ying Pu, Jack, and the people at
worlds finest chocolate for their expedient service to provide
my TGBTG custom chocolates for the NBA All-Star game.
I’m looking forward to growing a long relationship with them

- and carve out a mar-
ket share of the
worlds  chocolate
lovers.

NBA- Alistar
RREH




