DeWine Calls for Summit of Refugee Organizations
to Plcm for Possible Ukrainian Resettlement

(COLUMBUS, Ohio)—0Ohio Governor
Mike DeWine today has directed the Ohio De-
partment of Job and Family Services (ODJFS)
to convene a summit of various service organi-
zations to ensure Ohio’s preparedness to wel-
come Ukrainian refugees, if asked.

“Like many Ohioans, 1 am disgusted by
the senseless aggression of the Russian military
and want to support Ukrainian families being

driven out of their country,” said Gover-
nor DeWine. “While we do not yet
know what role Ohio will play in help-
ing these families, I want us to be pre-
pared when the time does come.”

On March 17th, ODJFS will bring to-
gether multiple organizations who could
play a role in the relocation of Ukraini-
an families at a summit in Northeast O-
hio. These will include resettlement a-
gencies, faith-based organizations, char-
ities, and others interested in supporting
Ukrainians. The summit is intended to
help the organizations better understand their
possible role in refugee resettlement, and to as-
sess what Ukrainians needs may be. It is intend-
ed to facilitate an exchange of ideas among in-
terested parties.

While refugee programs are all federal pro-
grams, the ODJFS Refugee Services Program
works with local resettlement agencies to pro-

vide the federal government with information on
capacity. It also oversees programs that help
refugees achieve economic self-sufficiency and
social adjustment following their arrival in the
U.S. Actual services are provided by nine reset-
tlement agencies and other non-profit groups lo-
cated throughout Ohio.

Since 2018, more than 500 Ukrainians
have been resettled in Ohio, mostly in Cleve-
land. Many were resettled due to the Lautenberg
Amendment, a federal program established in
1990 that allows religious minorities from the
former Soviet Union to seek refuge in the Unit-
ed States. More than 14,000 Ukrainian nationals
have been resettled in the U.S. under the A-

mendment in the past five years.

“ODJFS is pleased to help bring Ohio’s re-
settlement agencies, and other charitable organi-
zations together to seek ways of helping dis-
placed Ukrainians,” said ODJFS Director Matt
Damschroder. “Over the next few days, we’ll
be finalizing an agenda and providing more in-
formation to the key players in this effort.”

Damschroder noted that early discussions
with some resettlement agencies revealed that
while the current outpouring of donations has
been appreciated, there will be long-term needs
and those wishing to give may want to wait until
more specific information about the needs is
known.
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On One-Year Anniversary of American Rescue Plan,
Rep. Brown Calls for Extension of Child Tax Credit

WASHINGTON -  Today,
one-year anniversary of President Biden signing
the American Rescue Plan into law, Rep. Shon-

on the

tel Brown called for an extension of the expand-
ed Child Tax Credit. The American Rescue
Plan expanded the amount of the Child Tax
Credit and provided families with advance
monthly payments totaling up to one-half of the
credit, cutting child poverty by 40 percent. In
2021, the Child Tax Credit delivered $190.8
million in tax cuts to more than 70,000 families
in Ohio’s 11th Congressional District.

The expanded Child Tax Credit expired at

the end of 2021. Since advance payments

ceased in December 2021, more than 3.7 mil-
lion children have fallen back into poverty, ac-
cording to a new study from Columbia Univer-
sity.

“The American Rescue Plan provided
countless families with a much-needed tax cut
last year through the expansion of the Child Tax
Credit,” said Rep. Brown. “It lowered poverty,
reduced hunger, and helped countless families
pay rent and put food on the table. Unfortunate-
ly, millions of children have fallen back into
poverty since this critical lifeline expired. Let’s
be clear: child poverty is preventable. Congress
can—and must—extend the Child Tax Credit to

return, so the IRS has the information needed to
calculate and issue their full payments.

By filing their taxes by April 18th, hard-
working Ohioans can make sure they receive
the expanded Child Tax Credit and Earned In-
come Tax Credit. Start the process by reviewing
your tax filing options at ChildTaxCredit.gov,
GetYourRefund.org, or by calling Rep. Brown’

ensure families can make ends meet.”

Families can claim their full Child Tax
Credit by filing a tax return this year. In addi-
tion to the Child Tax Credit, the American Res-
cue Plan also expanded the Earned Income Tax
Credit, increasing the amount working people
with no qualifying children between 19 and 65
are eligible for from $543 to up to $1,502. To
claim these funds, Ohioans must file a 2021 tax s office at 216-522-4900.
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