Local woman is robbed of
almost $300,000 in scam

By: Better Business Bureau Serving Greater Cleveland
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BBB Serving Greater Cleveland is
warning people to watch out for signs of tech
support scams after a woman in Mayfield
Heights lost almost $300,000 in a scam. The
72-year-old victim’s case is so serious, even
the Department of Justice has become in-
volved.

The victim clicked on a pop-up window
which gave her a number to call. The pop up
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have a phone number to call for help. Instead, disconnect from the in-
ternet and wi-fi connection by shutting off the device and restarting it
with an antiviral scan.

Real tech support companies don’t make unsolicited phone
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fake their numbers to look like official-looking phone numbers, so
don’t trust Caller ID.

Beware of sponsored links. When searching online for tech sup-
port, look out for sponsored ads at the top of the results list. Many of
these links lead to businesses that scam consumers.
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more.

Avoid clicking on links in unfamiliar emails. Scammers also use
email to reach victims. These messages point consumers to scam web-
sites that display pop-ups with fake warnings and phone numbers.

Do your research. Research tech support companies online at
BBB.org learn more about the company, read customer reviews, and

Questions Reach out to your BBB at 216.413.5232 or email
mybbb@cleveland.bbb.org. For more news and tips visit BBB.org.

HARVEST OF OH OFFICIALLY VERTICALLY INTEGRATED

Ariane Kirkpatrick is the first female
and Black,majority owner of a vertically inte—
grated cannabis company in Ohio

CLEVELAND - Harvest of OH is officially
vertically integrated as of April 13, 2022, making
Ariane Kirkpatrick, a trailblazer in business devel-
opment, the first female and Black, majority own-
er of a vertically integrated cannabis company in
Ohio. Vertical integration describes a company
which controls every stage of the production path
- growing, dispensing, and processing.

Kirkpatrick’s journey into the cannabis in-
dustry began in 2017 when she was awarded pro-
visional licenses to dispense, grow and process
medical marijuana. In 2021, after building the
company’s infrastructure, and receiving certifi-
cates of operation, Kirkpatrick opened three medi-
cal marijuana dispensaries: Harvest of Columbus,
Harvest of Athens, and Harvest of Beavercreek.

Each dispensary sells a variety of cannabis flower,
vaporizers, concentrates, edibles, tinctures, topi-
cals and accessories. More than 9,000 patients
have visited the dispensaries. Also in 2021, Har-
vest of OH opened Harvest Grows, a
state-of-the-art greenhouse facility located in Iron-
ton, Ohio.

Kirkpatrick recognized the importance of
Harvest of OH being family owned and operated
and enlisted the expertise of her family. The Har-
vest of OH executive leadership team is a diverse
group of individuals, family included all with the
same mission, to improve lives through the good-
ness of cannabis. The team includes Ariane Kirk-
patrick, President & CEO; Amonica Davis, COO,;
Kris Kirkpatrick, CFO; Ali Kirkpatrick, Chief
Strategy Officer; Jonathan Oswick, Director of Fa-
cilities; Nicole McKinney-Johnson, Director of
Human Resources; Keya Kellum, Director of Mar-

keting; Kevin Lowery, Jr., Director of Compli-
ance; Jeane’ Holley, Community & Public Rela-
tions Specialist; Jalen Davis, Strategic Business
Liaison; John Davis, III, Brand Communication
Strategist; Felicia Davis, Executive Assistant to the
CEO; and Jazmine Couch, Executive Assistant to
the COO.

“Having a diverse team is a priority of mine
with just over 50% of our 75 employees being
women and people of color. Our plan is to shape
the future of the cannabis industry
as we advocate for equity, inclu-
sion, and social justice, especially
for those that are overrepresented
in the penal system for marijuana
offenses and underrepresented in
careers in cannabis,” says Kirk-
patrick.
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OH brought its own, cultivated, and harvested
flower to market: Rom Widow (Hybrid), Apple
Fritter (Hybrid), Cake Crusher (Hybrid), Space
Gello (Hybrid), Pirate Breath (Hybrid), Sunset
Sherbet (Hybrid), and GG4 (Hybrid). Harvest
flower can now be found in Harvest of OH’s three
dispensaries and is rolling out to other dispensaries
across the state. Soon to follow are solventless
concentrates manufactured in the most recently li-
censed processing vertical.
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In March 2022, Harvest of
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