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2022 Eid al-Fitr Celebration at Cleveland
City Hall of Asian Muslims in NE Ohio

By Chia—Min Chen
E id al-Fitr marks the end of Ramadan. This
religious holiday is celebrated by Muslims
worldwide because it marks the end of the
month-long dawn-to-sunset fasting. The fast of
Ramadan encourages Muslims to practice
self-restraint from not just eating and ;
drinking, but more importantly from evil
thought, speeches and actions. They are

AT

reminded to be compassionate and con-
scious of God and worship Him altogeth-
er. As the Prophet Muhammad had reported stated
“Fasting is not just for the stomach, but also of the
tongue, mind, and heart, so if someone insults them,

let them recall within themselves that ‘I am fast-

ing

Eid al-Fitr is also known as the Sweet Eid or
the Sugar Feast because it is a time for friends and
families to visit to celebrate together. Families
gathered and friends greet one another, presents are
given, new clothes are worn, and the graves of rela-
tives are visited.

Because the Muslims use a lunar calendar,
like many Asians, this year’s Eidal-Fitr fell on May
1th - May 2nd. Given May is Asian Heritage
month for all Asians in America to celebrate their
heritage, the founders of Salaam Cleveland, Zarina
Siddiqi and Zahid Siddiqi wanted to celebrate this
year’s Eid, the Festival of Breaking the Fast, with
some of their friends and Imams from several

and Mrs. Siddiqi.

Qaeda’s attacks of the World Trade Center’s
north and south towers, Pentagon, and
American  Airline  flight 93 in
Shanksville, PA, people were afraid of
Muslims, especially foreign-born
Muslims. Zarina immediately in-
mosques in greater Cleveland at Cleveland City
Hall Rotunda.

Asian Muslim leaders of Indian, Pakistani, E-
gyptian, Bangladeshi, Syrian, Palestinian, Canadian,
and American descent all came; Imams came too.
It was the first time that Asians celebrated one of

formed her boss and her colleagues
at Metro Hospital that she is a Mus-
lim, so that people know Muslims
are not people they should be afraid
of. More importantly, Islam is a re-
ligion and not an ethnicity. Islamic

their holiest holidays at Cleveland City Hall.
ﬁ» Chia-Min Chen, Asian Liaison from Communi-
ty Relations Board opened the event by wel-
coming all the guests and dignitaries, followed
by Ying Huang, who sang the National An-
=% them. Then, Ms. Chen introduced Grady
Stevenson, Director of Community Rela-
tions Board, and he gave his remarks be-
fore introducing Blaine Griffin, Council
President of City of Cleveland, who gave
his speech. A proclamation was presented to Zarina
Siddiqi and Zahid Siddiqi by Grady Stevenson and
Angela Shute-Woodson, Senior Advisor Communi-
ty and Government Affairs, to recognize Siddiqis’
leadership and contributions over the decades in
servicing people and community-at-large quietly yet
dedicated to make greater Cleveland a better and
safer place for all. Mycheala Holley, Regional Rep-
resentative from Senator Sherrod Brown s office al-
so presented a special letter of Recognition to Mr.

Salaam Cleveland was founded after the
9/11 attack. Due to the Islamic extremist al

faith is practiced by Muslims all over the world, and
they are of every ethnicity and every nationality.

Zarina started distributing Islamic literature in
public libraries throughout greater Cleveland to ed-
ucate the people. She also promoted unity and har-
mony to raise awareness and understanding be-
tween different faiths and ethnicities. She encour-
aged Muslim women to join charitable organiza-
tions, and together they raised money to print 18
booklets that Council on American Islamic Rela-
tions (CAIR) had put together. During all the vol-
unteering work, a group of Muslim women came
together under Zarina’s leadership, Salaam Cleve-
land was founded.

Zahid helped his wife, together Salaam Cleve-
land extended their volunteering projects from east
side to the west side of Cleveland. They are always
busy helping people. It did not matter whether the
people they help are Muslim or not. Through their
humble, quiet but dedicated volunteering work over
the decades, Zarina and Zahid Siddiqi have received
the President’s Volunteer Service Award from The
White House and from the Corporation of National
& Community Service.

Because Mr. and Mrs. Siddiqi have not only
supported our Asian Liaison’s work over the years,
but also they assisted her when she
had a victim of domestic violence
that needed immediate help.
The proclamation is just a sim-
ple way of letting the Sid-
digis know that their years

of sacrifice and hard work

have not gone unnoticed

by the City of Cleveland.

We need more people like

Zarina and Zahid to make
Cleveland, a safer and
friendlier place to live, to
play and to thrive in.
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T his is first AAPI heritage Gala was a huge success. The Gala was or-

ganized by Asian American Coalition Ohio (AACO), in partnership
with Filipino American Association of Southern Ohio - FASO , India Cul-
tural Association Cincinnati, and @Alliance of Chinese Culture & Arts
USA (ACCA-US).

It is amazing to see several hundred participants and friends from the
Chinese American community, Indian community, Pilipino community,
and other communities all united under one roof. Thank you, Mayor Aftab
Pureval, Fifth Third Bank Stephanie A. Smith, Dr. Chantel Raghu, and Roy
Nickerson, for your inspiring speeches. We would like to thank all volun-
teers. It is you who have made our community a better place. It is assuring
to know that our sponsors (Fifth Third Bank , Procter & Gamble GO
Cincinnati Procter& Gamble - Cincinnati Xiaojie Shau Zavon, Keller
Williams Advisors, Nexxus Property , Dr. Meng Academy, and Cincinnati
Financial Corporation ) have believed in us.

Special thanks go to all the wonderful performers and artists Bing
Yang Chinese Performing Art Center Winton Woods High School @Joy
Flower Music Center NrityArpana School of Performing Arts, Julie Span-
gler ,Shuo Feng and Filipino American Cultural and Performing Arts -
FACPA 1t is comforting to have you heal our hearts through art and music
at such a difficult moment. We are especially inspired by the Asian Ameri-
can youth who have actively contribut-
ed to civic engagement and public ser-
vice. We extend our warmest congratu-
lations to Sam Cao, Harsha Ramesh,

and Daphne Constantinides on winning
the AAPI Youth Leadership Awards.
You are our future.

This is just the beginning of the
wonderful journey we embark on. Our

Asian community will become stronger
by sustaining our unity while maintain-
ing our differences. We look forward to
working with all of you again!




